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Community Gathers at Fountain Valley Veterans
Memorial to Remember Fallen Heroes

El Paso County Commissioner and retired LTC USAF
Longinos Gonzalez was the keynote speaker. During his
address he recited names of two service members he
personally knew who died while serving their country. He
spoke about the difficult price of freedom.
Longinos said, “I thank those and pray for those that died
serving our country and we remember and honor their
service and sacrifice for our country and community.” He
went on to say, “I ask everyone here to remember them and
to honor them by giving back to our communities, by being
a better person tomorrow than we were yesterday and to be
good to one another and worthy of their sacrifice.”

Retired SGM Ernest Coleman spoke about the history
of Memorial Day. He said the first observance was
in 1868, it was initially called Decoration Day and
held at Arlington National Cemetery located across
the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. The first
Decoration Day was created by General John Logan,
the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the
Republic in 1868. He designated May 30th as a day
to decorate graves of Civil War soldiers with flowers.
Later it was changed to Memorial Day.

Susan Appleman places a memorial
wreath on behalf of the Gold Star Mothers.
Danielle Diaz, Senior Airman active
duty, sings the National Anthem.
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At left: Representing the Army SSG
Mark Plaskett, Active Reserves, salutes
after placing a memorial wreath.

Special guests and
participants stand
during the ceremony.
At right: members of
the different branches
of the Armed Forces
stand
during the
Armed
Forces
Medley
song which
was played
by Sharon
Carlos and
sung by
Ray Lane.

Salvation Army Fountain Valley Corp Captain Caleb Fankhauser gives
the invocation as members of Fort Carson's Mounted Color Guard bow
their heads behind him.

Salvation Army Fountain Valley Corp Captain Christin Fankhauser
gives the benediction as Fountain Valley Veterans Memorial Committee
co-organizer Jerry Bryant bows his head.

Fountain Mayor Gabe Ortega welcomes guests to the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Veterans Memorial in Fountain
Monday, May 28.

