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Tourist Fun
Over the years there
have been stories of races
between trains on railroads that ran on parallel
tracks. My favorite is the
Colorado Midland and
the Rio Grande along the
Arkansas north of Buena
Vista. This tale however
is more local. The Denver and Rio Grande and the Santa Fe ran close to each other
from Pueblo to Denver.
Before 1917 they ran on their own tracks. The Santa Fe, built 15 years after the Rio
Grande had to cross over the Rio Grande three times during the trip. One of those
places was just north of Fountain. Over the years I have watched for a story like this.
The city ticket agent of the Santa Fe railway, traveling to Denver, was a passenger
leaving Denver on Friday last. The Santa Fe was twenty minutes behind its scheduled leaving time, and this circumstance caused its departure from Union depot to
be coincident with the leaving time of its narrow-gauge rival. The two trains loaded
with their human freight, pulled out of the station simultaneously, and those aboard
who knew that the two lines paralleled, not unnaturally anticipated an interesting
race on the steel rail. They were not disappointed, for the suburbs of the metropolis
were scarcely cleared before the exciting contest began in dead earnest. For many
miles the trains ran side by side at an accelerated rate of speed, and when one or the
other diverged to escape a heavy grade, for a few moments were lost to sight. It was
observed that at the next meeting place they were as close to each other as when they
had separated.
Indeed, so even was their thrill that when the Santa Fe train passed an overhead
crossing of the Rio Grande just outside of Sedalia the rival was passing beneath. The
excitement grew in intensity as distance was passed, and soon became as thrilling in
interest, if not more so, than steamboat races were to be in the days of the river travel
on the Mississippi.
At Castle Rock the platforms of both trains were crowded with male and female
passengers, unable to watch the movements of the rival trains. A few miles south
hats and handkerchiefs were waived continuously by the people on both trains, and
cheers resounded above the roar of the fast-ﬂying wheels and snorting of the laboring locomotives. As the two departed they raced to Palmer Lake. Just north of town
was another crossover. Again the timing was just right. All this was exciting and
entertaining to the highest degree, and more especially to the passengers on the Rio
Grande, many of whom were tourists, ticketed for the Paciﬁc coast, and who were being treated to a sensational episode not on the bills, and scarcely dreamed of in their
most fanciful musings. As the trains approached the beautiful little city at the base of
Pikes Peak, the opposing train was out of view.
In a few minutes they were moving again, only to be next to each other. North of
Fountain the passengers waved and cheered as one passed over the other. As the two
roared into Pueblo, the race was still at hand. Here the two did not share a station, so
the actual winner of the race is unknown!
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Fifty Years Ago

(1967)

Flowers for all occasions

This might well be the motto for Security Florists,
which will hold its grand opening Saturday, July 15.
Standing in front of the rustic wishing well, with its
old oaken bucket, are owners of this new Fountain
Valley business (1 to r, above) Mmes. Dot Sproul,
Ann Kronemeyer and Barbara Stevens. Contributions to this miniature well will be donated regularly
to Fountain Valley charitable or civic organization.

Forty Years Ago

(1977)

Garage sales are known for unusual and interesting bargains and James Bouck, Fountain,
can certainly claim both unusual and interesting. This does leave the question of how many
shoppers consider the snake a bargain. The Advertiser was unable to find out if any interested
buyers happened by.

Thirty Years Ago (1987)
Jeri Howells elected
president of PPBOCES governing board

At it’s June 9th regular meeting Jeri C. Howells was elected President of
the Governing Board of the Pikes Peak Board of Cooperative Education Services Board. P.P.B.O.C.E.S. is an education organization that
is an extension of 18 member school districts in the Pikes Peak Region
of El Paso, Elbert and Teller Counties. Other officers elected to the
Governing Board are Phylis Crumb, Vice President from District 23,
J.T. Peyton, Alice Allen, Treasurer, District 49, Falcon and Joe Kondrup,
Secretary, District 22, Ellicott.

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Discounts and great service.
What are you waiting for?

Twenty Years Ago
(1997)

PPIR shows appreciation
to Fountain Firefighters

Do not use in LA, MS, NV

PPIR Interim Rescue Service Manager Mark Gundell; Fountain Fire
Chief Bill Owens; and PPIR General
Manager Lex Dudas. Track officials
visited the fire department Monday to
show their appreciation for time donated by firefighters.

Companion Policy
Discount (Home)

New Home Discount

Multi-Car Discount

Safe Driver Discount

Ten Years Ago (2007)
Companion Policy
Discount (Auto)

Pay in Full
Auto Discount

Discounts vary by state and rate class.
See your Shelter Agent for details.

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Citizen donates 20-year toy collection to FFD:

20-year-old Cassandra Snare visited
the Fountain Fire Department on Friday, June 22, where she donated toys
she had collected over her lifetime. Her
mother, Cynthia, and father, JC Snare,
were present with friends and family for
the event.
The goal is for the toys to be given to
children at times when the FD is summoned to emergencies.

