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A Daring
Robbery

I ran across this
little tale in the 1889
newspapers
and
thought I would share
it. Today the town is
normally quiet, but this
tale is right out of an
old western movie.
Florissant, a little city on the Colorado Midland railroad, in the western
part of El Paso County,was the scene of a daring robbery. The post oﬃce,
kept in the principal store of the place, Frank Castello being the postmaster
and owner of the store. About 8 o’clock Monday evening while Mr. Castello
and two clerks were alone in the store, three men entered, two of them
had revolvers and the third a Winchester. The bandits demanded that they
hand over all the money in the place. Thinking discretion the better part of
valor, the money was handed to the amount of about $400. The thieves then
backed out of the store and struck for the mountains. The occupants of the
store followed behind. A crowd soon gathered.
Hard to imagine in a town of a bit over a hundred that it could have been
much of a crowd! A shot or two rang out, which might have been what
brought out the people. Firing was lively on both sides for awhile but
the desperados escaped in the darkness. The next day the bandits were
discovered near West Creek. They had camped in a rocky outcropping east
of the town where they were entrenched in an almost impregnable position.
Here another ﬁght took place. Three of the pursuers’ horses and one of the
thieves were killed in the engagement. The attacking party then backed oﬀ
giving the two remaining hold up men the opportunity to escape.
The men brought the dead man to Florissant for burial but could not
ﬁnd the two other men. The word went out about the crime all over the
area. Subsequently two men walked into Fountain, quite some distance
from Florissant, out south of Colorado Springs, from the direction of
the mountains. The men ﬁt the description given and were arrested on
suspicion. Each of the tramps had a loaded revolver on his person and
considerable money. They were jailed in Colorado Springs and ﬁned for
carrying concealed weapons and sentenced to ten days in the county jail in
order that they might be held for further investigation. One of Mr. Castello’s
clerks went down to Colorado Springs and identiﬁed the tramps as the same
that robbed the store at Florissant. A trial on the robbery followed, and more
time was served.
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Fifty Years
Ago (1966)

Forty Years Ago

(1976)

F-FC Fellowship of Christian athletes have
fund-raising
The Fountain-Fort Carson Fellowship of Christian Athletes is sponsoring a fund-raising banquet in May at the
First United Methodist Church of Fountain, located on
Highway 85 on the north side of Fountain. Don Cockroft,
all pro-kicker for the Cleveland Browns, will be guest
speaker.
Twice in the last four years Don has been the most accurate field goal kicker in the NFL.

Thirty Years Ago (1986)
Ruby June and Gene Holt, after years
of dedicated service with Anthony’s,
were honored by friends and employees at a reception held at the store in
Mission Trace Shopping Center. Ruby
June, holding a bouquet of 27 roses,
each blossom representing a year of
service retired as women’s ready-towear department manager. Gene, who
opened the Security Anthony’s store in
1960, is retiring after 39 years with the
company.

Twenty Years
Ago (1996)
God’s Pantry opens
in Fountain

2.

A
ribbon-cutting
ceremony and Dedication to
the Lord celebrating the
grand opening of God’s
Pantry, 102 N. Main St. in
Fountain, was held Saturday.
State Representative Mary
Ellen Epps is shown above
cutting the ribbon as personnel from God’s Pantry watch. Shown (l-r) are: State Representative
Epps, Angie Enriquez, assistant manager; Gavina Dye, manager and E.L. Moore, finance consultant/ helper. Pastor Mike Warthaw of the Lord’s Harvest Church is standing behind
the ladies.
®
After Representative Epps cut the ribbon, Pastor Warthaw anointed the people attending the cerAgentPantry
Nameto the Lord.
emony, the God’s Pantry building and its contents and dedicated God’s

Your House, Your Shelter
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provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com
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We’re your Shield.

Ten Years Ago
(2006)
We’re your
Shelter.
MICHAEL DOWNING 1988-2007
Remembering a ‘friend to everyone’
Alfredo Kelly, a janitor at Fountain-Fort Carson High
School, salutes a procession of cars from the high
school, which traveled down Ohio Avenue to the life
celebration of Michael Downing, which took place
Tuesday at the Woodmen Valley Chapel in Colorado
Springs.
Downing, a 2006 graduate of FFCHS who courageously
shared the story of his battle with cancer openly, passed
away May 2, 2007, 21 days short of his 19th birthday,
surrounded by family and friends.
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