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Time To
Reflect

P a g e s o f th e P a st

Now that the year
end holidays are
ﬁnished, how about
thinking about the
past a bit? In the
recent weeks we
have had weather to consider. It has been warm for a while, then the real
winter will come. On a really cold day it is hard to imagine what it was like
over 150 years ago when the ﬁrst settlers came to this area. Not a fence to be
seen, antelope, deer, coyotes were all roaming with no interference.
When the ﬁrst explorers from the east arrived, some 200 years ago, it was
all still pretty much like it had been for 200 years before. It only took a few
years for sizable changes to happen. Gold had been discovered in California,
and there were thousands of people wanting to go there. At ﬁrst there were
few trails to follow, and the best way to get there required a boat trip around
South America! Those who did strike out across the country never made it
all the way. Most settled somewhere along the way. Some met with disasters,
and Indians. The trip in a covered wagon was long and hard. Some of the
travelers stopped once they got to the mountains. They did not know just how
many more mountains they would have to go over.
Those who settled here were not really interested in the beauty of these
mountains, they occupied most of their days just doing what they had to so
to survive. Out on the plains, across what is now Kansas, those that stopped,
had real problems. The majority had to build their shelters out of the only
available resource, the dirt. A few discovered layers of rock that they could
use, but there were not many trees around. As we travel through, it is hard to
imagine that most of the trees we see now were planted by these ﬁrst settlers.
That was one thing they discovered, IF you could get water, lots of things
would grow. The weather was usually good, but once the summer was over,
winter could be seriously bad. Settlers usually found streams, and if possible
a valley. Water for survival, valleys for shelter from the winds. A daily trip to
the stream, or for the really lucky ones a well, was a daily event.
It would be a long time before the convenience of electricity would arrive.
Today, when we loose power, even for a minute, we take notice. Only a
hundred years ago, when the ﬁrst power plants started running, it was
normal for only a couple hours of electricity a day! The idea of light after the
sun went down was certainly important. Once that came along more changes
came, like radio, then television, now computers, and internet. Those
pioneers would have seen that as pure magic!
This gives us some thoughts about what this year will bring.......what will
change next?
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Optional pay system starts

Morris Joe Blazek, 14, one of the 50 Security Advertiser and
Fountain Valley News carriers, prepares his papers for delivering under the new optional payment system. This system will
be used so that the Advertiser can give readers more complete
local news coverage and better delivery service. In the future
your Security Advertiser and Fountain Valley News will be
rubberbanded to your door knob.. Carriers will call on each
house monthly for payment, which is optional.

Forty Years Ago
(1978)
In appreciation of their years of on the Board
of Security Metropolitan Park and Recreation
District, each of the last five board members
received a handsome wooden plaque engraved with their names and dates of service.
From left, they are Phil Martinez, Roy Seaney,
Caesar Gutierrez, John Millar and Mary Lou
Iverson who made the presentations at a coffee Thursday. Oliver Dawkins, was not present
but also received a plaque.

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
Wal-mart coming

Jack Keiley’s Sign Mart has Gus Larson
put the finishing touches on the sign announcing Wal-Mart department store,
soon to be built north of the K-Mart
shopping center area in Fountain.
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Twenty Years Ago

1.
Locally Owned & Operated!

Your House, Your Shelter

(1998)

Students representing all of District 3’s schools cut ribbon at Mesa Ridge High
School dedication
During the dedication ceremony at Mesa Ridge High School last Wednesday, students representing
all of Widefield School District 3’s 14 schools participated in the snipping of the ribbon. Ribbon cutters are shown above on stage with Principal Dr. Mark Hatchell and members of the high school choirs.

2.

Your House, Your Shelter

®

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Ten Years
Ago
Let us
help you design an
(2008)

insurance plan that’s right for you.

Agent Name

Agent Address
Agent Phone No.

We’re your
Shield.
ShelterInsurance.com
Firefighter/Paramedic
Mark
1-800-SHELTER
We’re your Shelter.
Kuzmic took on the role
of “victim” during a recent
Fountain
Fire Department
ice rescue exercise. Later,
Firefighter Ian Schoenthaler
was the victim for a day during ladder truck rescue exercises, which involved dangling from a rope, 25 feet
off the ground over the edge
of a bridge on Link Road.
Training instructor Fountain
Fire Department Capt. Nathan Mascarenas executed rescues, explaining technique and potential
hazards.

