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That
Bridge!

P a g e s o f th e P a st

This is an interesting
story to me because
I have talked about
this subject before,
but I thought by 1943
it was quiet. Well, it
will be familiar, maybe, after you hear this story. In an earlier story about
Camp Carson I mentioned the road connecting Fountain with the Canon
City road, plus this involves the water line from Red Rock Canyon to here.
The road from the west into town was popular well into the early days,
but getting over Fountain Creek was a bit of a challenge. There was an early
wooden bridge, but the subject of today’s tale is the replacement to that one.
As many of us know the Fountain Creek can get pretty wild. I have told the
story of some of the ﬂoods here in the past. I think, from those stories that
this bridge might date from 1913, but it may have even been older.
In a story I found in a 1943 newspaper, the Army Combat Engineers had a
training project, right here on the creek next to the town. They had the need
for such a bridge on Carson, but could not get one! As war materials were
going into more important uses, this would be a “salvage” and “restore”
project. A team of soldiers, using only hand tools and paint brushes climbed
all over this relic. This bridge was bent and battered, but had been left in
place when a newer bridge was built, one that is still in use today on South
Santa Fe. The old bridge barely survived the 1935 ﬂood. It had a wooden
deck, which could barely hold the lightest of cars at its best. During the
project, a small bulldozer fell through the ﬂoor, cutting oﬀ the pipe line from
the mountain reservoir! After an hour or so of panic repairs the water was
reconnected! It took the men three weeks to dismantle the bridge. Some of
the worst bends and dents were repaired and the iron parts were transported
across the post.
Now I am not really sure of the new location, but it was described as
northeast of the camp’s sewage disposal plant and near Fountain Creek.
The description says that this allowed B Street to get heading toward Kelker
and US 85. A new set of piers and approaches were needed, and were built
using the most basic tools and equipment. It took twice as long to get the
bridge rebuilt than it did to tear it out. The result was a 102 foot long bridge
over Fountain Creek that was built without strategic materials and as a
training device for men on the post. The story of this project would make an
interesting movie! Not quite the Bridge on the River Kwai, but probably a
lot more humorous.
In the same newspaper, Mayor La Farge has opened a new public health
clinic in Fountain City Hall. The room will be manned by a nurse and
volunteers, daily.
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Fifty Years Ago

(1967)

Widefield HS drama club presents “The Chips Are Down”. Olio
Singers are (above I to r) Mike Manley, Sharon Ammen and
Steve Warren.

Forty Years Ago

(1977)

Mitch Johnson all-district 7

The University of Southern Colorado placed four individuals on
the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NJUA) allDistrict 7 football team. Indians selected are Seniors - defensive
end Archie Neil, defensive tackle Mike Housh, offensive tackle
Dean Koester, and placekicker Mitch Johnson of Fountain.
Johnson is a repeat all NAIA District 7 selection.
In his four-years at USC, Johnson has set most of the school’s
placekicking records. The Fountain native is the Tribe’s all-time
leading kick scorer with 148 career points, 44 in 1977. The 5-9,
203 pound physical education major also has the record for the
longest field goal, 55 yards. He set eight records during the 1977
season alone.

Thirty Years Ago (1987)
Portraying a toy train in “Boo Bear and The
Night Before Christmas” are l-r, Robbie
Vaughn, Charlie Hoyt, Carissa Martinez
and Tina McConnell.
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Twenty Years Ago
Locally Owned & Operated!

1.

Happy Holidays!

(1997)

Aragon students explore Native American
culture

A tepee, 16-foot in diameter, and about 35 feet high,
was set up in the library at Aragon Middle School as
part of a program focusing on exploring the culture
of Native Americans. Jill Swerdfeger, a sixth grade
teacher at Aragon and Beth Lancaster, a college
student at USC, both members of VISTAS of Time,
a living history group, dressed in buckskin dresses
and moccasins and gave demonstrations to Aragon
students about the Indian way of life. Shown in the
photo at right, standing by the tepee are eighthgraders from Bryan Winkelman’s class: (I to r): Josh
Lane, Nick Isgar; instructors Jill Swerdfeger and Beth
Lancaster, students, Roman Chavez, Terell Moore,
and Chris Phillips.

Ten Years Ago (2007)
2.
Thank you for your business and
friendship throughout the year.

He has Santa all to himself...

Matthew Stanwood 5, son of Firefighter Mark Stanwood
and mom Jessica, visited with Santa during the Fountain Fire Department Volunteer Auxiliary toy-drive and
basketball game on Monday night at Mesa Ridge High
School.

Happy Holidays!
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