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At The Cafe

In some of our
towns one of the ﬁrst
businesses was a cafe,
or some place to get a
meal. I have traveled
the great plains from
Canada to Texas, and
have this image of a
typical plains town of the 1940’s or early 1950’s. This was before the interstate
highways. As a kid, my parents traveled across the country several times on
summer trips. Without super highways it took a long time to get from Colorado
to east of the Mississippi!
Think about a two lane road, generally on one side is the railroad track, and it
serves grain elevators and maybe even a bulk oil dealer or two. Perhaps there
are some buildings, like gas stations, feed stores, maybe a “dime store”. There
might be several rows of streets with big trees lining them where a few people
live. A school, even more than one if it is a county seat! The main street has a cafe
or two. These open about the time the sun comes up, and outside sit pickups, a
truck or two, and maybe a big tractor or two.
It might have a big sign that just says EAT or FOOD, but most have windows
so you can see inside to the counter. Lined up at the counter are several sun
tanned gents, wearing faded coveralls with caps with various company names
on them. Perhaps the cook has the radio on with the latest farm reports. KOA
and KLZ radio in Denver used to have seemingly endless reports on the latest
hog, cattle, wheat and corn prices in Omaha and Chicago, that could be heard
all across Kansas and Nebraska.
As the customers drink their coﬀee, some have a full breakfast, they solve the
problems of the outside world and their own area. On the counter are the essentials: napkins, salt, pepper and sugar. The world of spice like tobasco, has
not arrived yet. There is usually a juke box with the latest country and western
and big band tunes, maybe even a rock and roll tune, but they wait until after
lunch to be used. Do not forget the menu in its cellophane folder with stitched
edges, hand lettered, typed, and in prosperous places, printed pages. Perhaps
the tables have waxy covers of red and white. The customers, and the staﬀ, belong in a Norman Rockwell painting or magazine cover.
As an artist I have painted variations of this scene several times, but I did not
think the places still can be found. Then I make a trip and come home knowing,
yes they do, but they are harder and harder to ﬁnd! I even have my favorite
painting of such a spot hanging in my living room.
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Earle Simms (left) owner of Simms Supers, and David
Simms, manager, are shown standing at the new store’s
location just west of Anthony’s in Security Shopping Center.
This sign marks the spot where Simms Supers will build a
new $800,000 super market, which will be 2-1/2 times as
large as the one presently occupied in Security Shopping
Center. In 1956 Earle Simms, owner, of Simms Supers,
started in Security with leased space of 5,000 square feet.

Forty Years Ago

(1978)

Aid To Seniors -- Phane “Pappy” Groff (left),
chairman of the Fountain Valley Senior Citizens Group, accepts a check for $200 from
Larry Burckhardt, president of the Security Lions Club. The lions will sell miniature
white canes April 29 during the Loyalty Day
Parade in Security and Widefield. Proceeds
from the sale will go to the Senior Citizens
Group, also.
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Although Tim Ward can’t guarantee each owner of a 40 acre
plot in Midway Ranches a resident antelope such as the Circle
C Horses property has, there is
a pretty good chance that antelope will share the land with
them.

Twenty
Years
Ago
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Locally Owned & Operated!

(1998)

Your House, Your Shelter
2.

Your House, Your Shelter

Ten Years Ago
(2008)

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Let us help you design an
insurance plan that’s right for you.
History was made Tuesday as SenWe’re your Shield.
ate Bill 116 was signed into law at
We’re your Shelter.
the state level, mandating that volunteer firefighters may leave work
(or respond straight to an emergency versus reporting to work to
start a shift) without fear of retribution or dismissal on the part of
employers. Pictured (1-r) President
of the Colorado State Fire Chiefs
Association Douglas Forsman,
Colorado Governor Bill Ritter,
Fountain Fire Chief Darin Anstine
and Colorado State Senator Ken
Kester advocated for Bill 116.
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