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A Visit to
Colorado

P a g e s o f th e P a st

Today I want to
share a story taken
from a newspaper
column written in
1914 and published in
Wisconsin! So as you
read along, try to remember that!
The story of the settlement of the Pike’s Peak Region reads like a fairy tale. It came
into prominence when, in the winter of 1858, a band of adventurers from Lawrence,
Kansas, camped in what is now, the Garden of the Gods. They found a bit of gold in
Fountain Creek near present day Manitou. The call “Pike’s Peak or bust” would echo
until today. Two of that party headed up to see the top of the mountain, but only Julia
Holmes actually made it. The following year a strip of land known as Arapahoe County,
Kansas was organized as the Territory of Colorado. For a brief period the legislature met
in Colorado City, and the claim the ﬁrst capital has remained. In 1876 the statehood was
granted.
The Pike’s Peak region is built upon a massive scale, but its wonders are accessible to
the humblest visitor-gorges and waterfalls, canyons and caves, parks and forest trails, all
within the easy reach of the traveler for a morning auto or carriage drive, by burro, on
horseback, or afoot. Here is the spot conceded by almost all medical authorities to be the
location par excellence for the cure of all pulmonary and rheumatic troubles, allowing the
patient the maximum of fresh air. With 310 days of sunshine annually, summers of blue
skys, snow tempered breezes, cool and restful nights and winters of mild, invigorating
and healthful weather.
Today Colorado Springs is 43 years old, covers eight square miles of territory, has a
population of 30,000, has 123 miles of streets, several of which are paved and lighted
with modern clusters of electric lights, 72 miles of sewers, 142 miles of water lines, a
large number of hospitals and sanitariums, monster hotels, scores of apartment houses
and hundreds of boarding and rooming houses. A careful estimate by the Chamber of
Commerce places the number of tourists in the last 12 months at 100,000. The tourist
mecca may spend a month wandering the area, including up the cog road to the summit
of Pike’s Peak, through historic Ute Pass to Cripple Creek, over to the Continental Divide
and the world famous mining camps near Leadville.
The weather in the Pike’s Peak Region has been charming, no storms and plenty of
sunshine, only ﬁve nights in January dipped below zero, and then only a few degrees.
December’s snow was gone by January and the roads dry and dusty.
Oh boy! This visitor left before March and April to see this area at its best!
Indeed we can have a grand time, this time of year, but usually that is when the
surprises happen, is that not true?
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

First Queen Of The Turf

Amelia Birchfield, of Fountain, was chosen first
“Queen of the Turf” at Pikes Peak Turf Club. Above
(1 to r) are Ken Baker, director of special events;
Amelia Birchfield and Sue Beyer, Girl of the West.
Thursday and Friday are Ladies Day at Pikes Peak
Turf Club; women are admitted free and the lucky
lady chosen Queen of the Turf receives many prizes and surprises.

Forty Years Ago

(1978)

Who said, “it never snows in
Colorado in May?”

Last weekend it snowed and rained and
snowed and rained off and on all day Friday and Saturday. This river running down
Main Street in front of the Bank of Fountain
Valley was just one of many such streams
formed by the heavy moisture-laden flakes
which drenched the landscape. It covered
the snowball bush blooms, the cherry, lilac and peach blossoms and filled every
gutter, gully and hole with water. This past
week’s downfall is the first really soaking
rain the Fountain Valley has received for
many months. Some may complain, but most of the citizens exclaimed, “Isn’t it beautiful?”

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
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Chella Burnotte of Coronado High
School steals a kiss from Alkie the llama, so named because of his thirst for
aloholic beverages. Alkie is a member
of Buck Tinsley’s Petting Zoo, which
made an appearance at the sixth annual Bronc ‘n Roll Rodeo held last week
in Black Forest.
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Twenty Years
Ago (1998)

Is there a Shelter agent
working for you?

Mesa Elementary students complete study of
plants by touring local
nursery

Fifth grade students in Gene
Wright’s class at Mesa Elementary School recently went on a
field trip to Blue Hills Nursery
and Fountain Garden Retail
Is there a Shelter agent
Center, owned and operated
by Lee Junglen of Fountain. As
working for you?
an end to an in-depth study of
plants, students toured the nursery to learn about the steps involved from preparing the potting soil
for seeds, caring for and growing the plants, vegetables and flowers, until they are ready for sale.
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A Shelter Insurance Agent is the ally you need to
work through the complicated world of insurance.
We have the experience and tools to help you make
informed decisions and could save you money. Call
for an appointment and arrange for a free insurance
protection review today.
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Ten Years Ago
(2008)

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Riley Nelson, 11, from Mesa Elementary, is a rising star, taking
first place, All Around Best in
Show, for her second year in a
row in the Pikes Peak Regional
Science Fair. Her family has no
doubt she has a bright future
ahead.
Pictured (l-r): father Tim, mother
Kate, Riley and Mesa Principal
Coleman Onkle.
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