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A New
Train

In the late 1930’s all
sorts of improvements
were coming to transportation. The automobiles of the late 1930’s
were quite diﬀerent
than those of merely
ten years before. The changes in aircraft was even greater. The new DC-i was
just starting to revolutionize passenger air travel. Only a few years before
the ﬁrst passenger air lines had started. On the rails, diesel trains were just
starting to replace steam trains.
Here in Colorado the ﬁrst of the improved passenger trains was the new
Rock Island Rocky Mountain Rocket, a three car service between Chicago
and Denver, with a connection to Colorado Springs had started. On the Burlington, and the Union Paciﬁc, streamlined diesels were being introduced.
The Burlington Zephyr was introduced out of Chicago, and started running
to Denver. Passengers from Denver to the south were still using steam trains
as far as Dallas. In 1939 a new service was announced to replace this train.
The new train would be larger, and faster, than the ﬁrst Zephyr, as well as
the competition’s Rocket trains. The train would be a shining, Stainless Steel
marvel. All new cars, of matching steel, were used behind the engine. The
train could travel from Denver, where it met the Chicago Zephyr, to Pueblo
at faster than highway speeds. The trip on to Dallas was made under similar
conditions. The service was mainly express, with stops only at main stations.
It did not need to stop, like the regular steam service, for water and coal.
After a few years the Burlington cut back on the steam service and relied
mainly on the streamlined trains. It was generally the end of local service to
places like Palmer Lake and Fountain. The streamlined Texas Zephyr barely
slowed as it passed here. When the demand almost reached its peak during
World War II, a few of the older green passenger cars were painted silver to
blend in with the stainless steel cars.
It would take the Denver and Rio grande several years to catch up with
the Burlington, but the Santa Fe’s service from Denver received some modernization. The main Santa Fe passenger train ran from Chicago to California, cutting through southeast Colorado. A short passenger train met the
mainline trains at La Junta and Trinidad. The Missouri Paciﬁc also started
a streamlined train from St. Louis to Pueblo and up to Denver. It passed
through Fountain every morning going north and every evening going
south.
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The First Issue of this Newspaper was Printed October 3, 1958
Fifty Years Ago

(1966)

Carson Heart

- The Army has a heart. It beats strongly
at the Fort Carson Community Service Center where military
families, especially those with fathers absent, can bring their
problems for assistance. The center consolidates many offices
or has representatives of agencies whose primary mission is
service to the soldier and his family.

Forty Years Ago
(1976)
Grand Opening at new K-Mart
brought Fountain Valley scores of
shoppers to the store Thursday.
Manager LaRoye Long said grand
opening was ‘Super.’ “We’ve had
a lot of sales and hope the numbers of people today reflect the
amount of business we’ll do later.
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Locally Owned and & Operated!

Guaranteed for Life!

The Rewards of Reading

Celebrating February as “I
Love to Read Month,” Diane
Schlieder’s sixth grade class at
North Elementary took on her
challenge to read at least 1000
pages during the month for a
pizza lunch. Seven students
who read their quota are (Ito
r) Mike Starke, Mike Bonner,
Shana Hetrick, Joseph EngleSTATE REGULATIONS NOTE: All agents man, Cindy Brown, Jennifer
with an Arkansas license (whether resident Bradford, and Elizabeth Hetrick. Two of Mrs.
Schlieder’s students,
Mike Bonnertoand
Shana Hetrick read over 2,000 pages in
or non-resident)
are REQUIRED
indicate
February and a total of 37 and 42 book, respectively, for the year.

his/her Arkansas license number for Life
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Twenty Years Ago
(1996)

With thanks ...
One of the best things
about buying Shelter Life
insurance for kids is the
guaranteed insurability
coverage option.
That means no matter
what happens, life
insurance options are
available for their future.
Ask me how this can work
for your kids or grandkids!

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507

®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com
Shelter Life Insurance Company • Columbia, Missouri

News columnist
and public relations2.specialist Francis “Gus” Larson, left, is shown receiving a Certificate of Appreciation
on behalf of this newspaper, from
VFW Post 3917 Commander Forest V. (Woody) Paige in recognition
of and sincere appreciation for the
newspaper’s support of VFW Post Ask me how
life insurance can work for
3917 Ladies Auxiliary activities.
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®

Agent Name

(AR License #)
Agent Address
Agent City, State Zip
Agent Phone (2006)

Ten Years
Ago

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
Shelter Life Insurance Company, Columbia, Missouri

News carriers spot
stolen truck

Eva Porter (right,) mother of Fountain Valley
News/El Paso County
carrier Joe Porter, was
given a $100 reward
past week after helping
Angie Allen, the happy owner of the truck
shown behind the two women, recover the vehicle that had been taken from Allen’s Fountain
home. Porter was reading the story about the stolen truck in last week’s issue, only to look up
to see a vehicle matching the description. She contacted police who confirmed it was the stolen
truck, which was then recovered. During the approximate two weeks during which the truck was
missing, thieves apparently took a 2,500-mile joyride in it.

