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Pages of the Past (1958 - Present)

Mr.
Flower?
In May 1899 Mr.
R.P. Flower died in
New York City. Now,
what did that have
to do with us? Well,
it was ony a short
paragraph in the newspaper here. He did have a bit of inﬂuence here. Do
you know his name?
He was born and raised on a farm near Watertown, New York. He moved
to New York City to take care of an uncle’s stock investments in 1869. This
led him to Wall Street and the banking business. He became quite active,
and was quite adept at the business. At the time of his death he was one of
the leaders in the ﬁnancial markets of this country. It was thought that in the
ﬁrst few months of 1899 he had already earned an additional two million!
He was Roswell P. Flower, and our Roswell is named after him. One of
his investments was in the Chicago, Rock Island and Paciﬁc Railroad’s extension into the west, and Colorado. The railroad started the Roswell just
north of Colorado Springs. The railroad had a big rail yard and roundhouse
at Roswell at the north end of Monument Valley Park. The town of Roswell
City was annexed by Colorado Springs in the early 1890’s. In an area north
of Fontanero, west of 1-25, south of Fillmore the new town of Roswell was
started. The little station for Roswell City, was moved east over by the park
when they started the new town. The railroad track that runs under Cascade
and North Nevada, just north of Penrose Hospital, was the Rock Island railroad. Roswell was an independent town up until about twenty years ago.
Another famous investor was Henry Hagler, for whom the town of Hagler, Colorado is named. His primary investments were in Florida. I was
surprised years ago after writing the history of the Rock Island in Colorado when the Hagler Museum in Florida heard that he was an investor in
the Rock Island, and had a town named after him! It was common for railroads building in open country to name towns after major investors. Many
of these towns eventually died out, but some survived. The Rock Island
started many of the towns along 1-70 in eastern Colorado all the way back to
Chicago. Other railroads did the same, even General Palmer named towns
for his friends and investors.
Our own Fountain was not named for a man by that name, but the creek
that runs by it. I have told that story a few times here.

The First Issue of this Newspaper was Printed October 3, 1958
Fifty Years Ago

(1967)

Bus Service Starts In The Fountain Valley

Fountain-Ft. Carson Transit Company made its first
run in the Fountain Valley, on Saturday, Aug. 19.
This bus company, owned by Dale Clover, offers
bus service to the public beginning at 5:45 a.m, and
ending at 1:45 a.m., with nine runs a day.
It covers Fountain, Widefield, Security and Stratmoor Valley and travels between these areas, as
well as to Fort Carson.

Forty Years Ago

(1977)
Festus draws huge crowds

Festus Haggen, star of Gunsmoke,
who appeared at Taco Time, Security, Saturday drew a huge crowd,
shaking hands and signing autographs until his hand gave out. Ken
Curtis in real life, Festus was born
and raised in Colorado. At one time
during his career, he sang with the
popular Sons of the Pioneers. He has
appeared at the Pikes Peak or Bust
Rodeo on several occasions and is
always greeted by thousands of his
ardent fans every time he is seen.
Miss Fountain Valley Gets Big Hug-Miss Nita Howard (l), Queen
of the Fountain Valley, is hugged hard by Festus. She and her ﬁrst
attendant, Miss Dana Patterson (not in this photo) escorted Festus
throughout the afternoon.
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Sparky fights Muscular Dystrophy

Sparky, the firefighting dog, will be at the
Widefield Safeway this Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 5 and 6, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to raise
money for the “Fill the Boot” campaign
sponsored by the Security Volunteer Fire
Department. The fire department will also
have some of its firefighting trucks at the
Albertson’s in the Security Shopping Center
during the same time.
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Your House, Your Shelter

Twenty Years
Ago (1997)
Festival parade
draws crowd

Parade Marshal 2.
Charlie
Wetzel waves to parade
watchers from his position
of honor as the Fountain
Fall Festival Parade gets
underway.

Your House, Your Shelter

Ten Years Ago (2007)
This Young Marines’ parade entry was a crowd
favorite.
®

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.

Let us help you design an
insurance plan that’s right for you.
We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

City of Fountain Mayor Jeri C.
Howells showed her patriotism
wearing red, white and blue.
She is shown with Marshal Frank
Montoya.
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