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Colorful Colorado

Cumberland Green marks
milestone of achievement
Newer residents of Cumberland
Green may not know about the tough
times this metropolitan district has behind it. But people who have worked
tirelessly to keep it solvent recollect
how far they’ve come in the last decade. The district just marked the 10th
anniversary of the appointment of its
first ever Resident Board of Directors,
and several of those directors recall
the challenges faced back then and
how far the district has come.
"It was a terrible time for our community back then that many new residents today probably are not aware
of," recalls former Director Ernest
Coleman. "When I first purchased my
home in January 2008, I looked for a
premier community where I wanted
the property value to continue rising

Fountain-Fort Carson
football season, p. 13

Goldfield Drive bridge
update, p. 2

The latest edition of Colorful Colorado features the majestic elk found
throughout the state. For photos and fascinating trivia, see p. 16-17.
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New campaign promotes
mental health during COVID

or

and that meant a well-kept community that was appeasing to the eyes. But
somewhere along the way something
went terribly wrong."
The Investor Board of Directors
held its last meeting on December 10,
2008. Over the next two years, things
fell into disarray. Streets became
overgrown with weeds and shrubs
that grew out almost 3 feet tall from
the cracks of the road and along the
curbs. The park grass resembled a
dried desert field. The trees along
Jimmy Camp Road were all dying.
Former Director Arnold Lewis remembers going to the park with his
children.
"One day we went out to play and
noticed the grass was brown and
Continued on P. 15

Fountain Together spreads
native flowers, awareness

By G. Connor Salter
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With the pandemic producing plenty of stress, anxiety and
other mental health issues have
increased dramatically. Mental
health professionals are creating special efforts and events to
help people during this period.
One of those new ventures is
Let’s Talk Grit, an online campaign that centers on the new
Greater Resilience Information
Toolkit (GRIT), and a Security
woman is playing an integral
role in it.
GRIT was developed by Dr.
Charles Benight, a psychologist
who founded the University of
Colorado Trauma, Health and
Hazards Center in 2002. This
year the Center was absorbed
into a new organization, The
National Institute for Human
Resilience (NIHR). Benight,
who also directs NIHR, wrote
a piece in the first NIHR first
newsletter where he described
its mission as to “focus on the
health and well-being of Veterans, military members, first
responders, other trauma survivors, and their family members. It will transform care and
change the scientific dialogue
from one of illness and disability to one of strength and empowerment.”

Security resident Nicole Weis is helping
to administer a new mental health
campaign offered online.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

GRIT, which also also receives
support from El Paso County
Public Health, NAMI Colorado
Springs and AspenPointe, is a natural outcropping of NIHR’s mission.
“We must make resiliency a priority in our community, for businesses, educators and individuals,” Benight said in a press release
promoting the program. “GRIT is a
research-based method that trains
community members on self-efficacy, managing stress, identifying
coping skills and awakening the
grit that already lies within us.
While GRIT is not meant to replace
the expertise of mental health proContinued on P. 14

Colorado wildflower and “Bee Rescue” wildflower seeds, like the ones pictured in this bowl,
are included in the packets that Fountain Together is distributing to residents to promote
biodiversity and help pollinators.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOUNTAIN TOGETHER

By G. Connor Salter

Susan Kircher, organizer for local advocacy group Fountain Together, is encouraging Fountain residents and city
officials to plant local wildflower seeds.
She spoke to the Fountain City Council in their Nov. 17 meeting, explaining
that Fountain Together is partnering
with People and Pollinators to give
people packets of Colorado wildflower
seeds. Kircher described Fountain Together’s goal as getting as many people
as possible to plant these seeds soon.
“These seeds should be sown now;
they bury themselves over winter and

chafe off their seed covers, sprouting
at the correct time in spring,” Kircher
explained.
When these seeds sprout, they provide a habitat for local pollinators (bats,
birds and insects that spread pollen).
People and Pollinators, which created
the seed project and other initiatives,
is a Colorado organization that raises
awareness about the good that pollinators accomplish and about agricultural
practices that help pollinators (such as
planting gardens without pesticides
Continued on P. 14
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Goldfield Drive bridge repair
Back in early December of last year, the county announced the installation
of temporary barricades and a narrowing of the road at a bridge on Goldfield Drive (pictured at right). The measures have been there a year now.
According to the original announcement, “A bridge on Goldfield Drive
located between Bradley Road and Fontaine Boulevard and adjacent to the
Big Johnson Reservoir requires repair. Temporary barricades were installed
on Dec. 2, resulting in narrowing the bridge to one lane of traffic.
“The barricades, new stop signs and additional traffic control measures
will remain as an interim safety measure until design and construction of the
replacement bridge guard rail is complete. Motorists are encouraged to seek
alternate routes and should expect reduced speeds in this area.”
Not much has been done at this location in the meantime, leaving some
drivers in the area wondering how long this setup will be this way. The
News staff inquired about the status of the project, and this was the county’s
response:
“There are traffic and water considerations that require us to hire a consultant to conduct the engineering design of this project,” said Natalie Sosa,
deputy public information officer for El Paso County. “The design portion
is currently awaiting funding, and we anticipate getting it under contract
after the first of the year. After the design is complete, we will then hire a
construction contractor to conduct the repairs.”

A fall housing boom

New home construction around the county has been unusually busy this fall, with
permit numbers for October outdoing the 15-year high set in September.
Pikes Peak Regional Building Department reported 568 new home permits in October.
In September, the total of 564 made that the busiest month since August 2005. Officials
note that October tends to be slower, so the results were a bit surprising.
So far this year there have been 4,209 single family home permits pulled. That is a
23-percent increase through this same time last year.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIKES PEAK REGIONAL BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Fountain Police Calls for Service
FPD responded to approximately 617 calls for service Nov. 19-25, 2020.

Assault — 2
Burglary — 0

Car Break-ins — 0
Fraud — 1
SOURCE: Fountain PD

Vehicle Theft — 0
Traffic Accidents — 4

Do you have questions about oddities around the community that you want answered here? Can we help figure out
something that’s been bothering you? Email us at news@epcan.com or call 382-5611.

NEWS PHOTO BY KARIN HILL

Attention Newspaper Customers

Fountain Valley News continues to encourage our home delivery subscribers to pay our office direcly to avoid
contact with newspaper carriers. Payment may be made via credit card by calling (719) 382-5611 or mailing
in a check to Fountain Valley News, 120 E. Ohio Ave., Fountain, CO 80817. You may also drop payments and
correspondence through our mail slot. If you have in-office business, please call or email (amber@epcan.com) for
an appointment. Please don’t hesitate to call us with any questions.

December 2, 2020
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Crime Stoppers Seeks Fugitives Two suspects arrested for

Pikes Peak Area Crime Stoppers is asking for your assistance in locating the following
individuals for whom felony arrest warrants have been issued:

ALEJANDRO M. BARCELO is a
White Male, 22 years old, 5’10” tall,
and 200 lbs., with black hair and
brown eyes. BARCELO is wanted
t.
for Murder 2 (att.) x4, Assault
righ 1 – Alejandro
t
a
SBI w/deadly Weapon
y x4, Illegal
stor x4, Prohibit- Barcelo
Dischargeeof
Firearm
e
S
ed Weapon – Drunk w/Gun x4.
EDGAR OMAR DELAROSA is a White
Male, 28 years old, 5’7” tall, and 210 lbs., with
black hair and brown eyes. DELAROSA is
wanted for Murder 2 – Heat of Passion (att.),
Assault 2- Cause SBI, Kidnapping 2, Assault 2
– Strangulation, Criminal Mischief and Felony
Menacing w/Weapon.
DY NALI MALIK GILBERT is a Black Male,
21 years old, 5’9” tall, and 140 lbs., with black
hair and brown eyes. GILBERT is wanted for
Leaving Scene of Accident Involving SBI, Burglary 2, Felony Menacing with a Weapon and
Possession of a Weapon by Previous Offender.
PAUL ALFONZO GONZALEZ is a White
Male, 25 years old, 5’10” tall, and 167 lbs., with
black hair and brown eyes. GONZALEZ is

A

D
E
T
S
RRE

wanted for Witness/Victim Intimidation, Assault 3, Menacing and
Harassment.
BROCK JAY KOGAN is a White
Edgar
Male, 31 years old, 5’10” tall, and Delarosa
160 lbs., with brown hair and blue
eyes. KOGAN is wanted for MVT
– Agg. 1 and Controlled Substance.
DANIEL ROBERT SCHNIEDERS is a White Male, 30 years old, Dy Gilbert
5’11” tall, and 170 lbs., with blonde
hair and hazel eyes. SCHNIEDERS is wanted for Contributing to
Delinquency of Minor, Agg. Sex
Offense, Sexual Exploitation of
Child, Sex Assault on Child.
Paul Gonzalez
WARRANTS VERIFIED
11/25/2020
If you have information regarding these fugitives or any serious
crime, call CRIME STOPPERS at
634-STOP (634-7867) in Colorado
Springs or 542-STOP (542-7867) in Brock Kogan
Pueblo. You do not have to give
your name and could earn up to
$1,000 for information.
Callers with these tip numbers
are asked to call (719) 444-7866:
277-W17663, 277-W17665, 277M17670, 277-C18083, 277-M18304,
Daniel
277-W18183, 277-M18298, 277- Schnieders
M18303, 277-C18524.
Rewards may be collected up to ninety (90)
days following the date of board approval. A
current list of featured fugitives wanted in the
Pikes Peak Region is available on the Crime
Stoppers website at www.crimestop.net.

To subscribe, call our office at 382-5611.
Home delivery available in many areas!
Or, go digital at www.epcan.com

Longhorn Point shooting

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office has
arrested two men believed to have been involved in a multi-person shooting that took
place south of Fountain this summer.
On Aug. 23, just before 2 a.m.., El Paso
County Sheriff’s deputies and Fountain Police responded to a shooting at a property on
Longhorn Point, located in unincorporated
El Paso County (southwest of Pikes Peak International Raceway).
Responders located three gunshot victims,
and immediately rendered aid. The adult
victims were transported to a local hospital.
Subsequent information revealed three additional adult victims had self-transported
to a hospital in Pueblo.
Detectives conducted an investigation regarding the circumstances surrounding this
shooting, and as a result Alejandro Barcelo
and Jontrell Lockett were arrested for their
involvement in this case.
Barcelo was arrested on the following
charges:
• Criminal Attempt to Commit Second
Degree Murder (4 Counts)
• Assault in the First Degree (4 Counts)
• Illegal discharge of a firearm (4 Counts)
• Prohibited Use of a Weapon (4 Counts)
Lockett was arrested on the following
charges:
• Assault in the First Degree (1 Count)
• Illegal discharge of a firearm (1 Count)
• Prohibited Use of a Weapon (1 Count)

Alejandro Barcelo

Jontrell Lockett

Several other law enforcement agencies were involved
in the investigation, including the Violent Offender Fugitive Task Force, Fountain
Police Department, Colorado State Patrol and the Pueblo Police Department.
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Study: County grants saved nearly 12k jobs
The El Paso County Regional Business
Relief Fund (RBRF) saved up to 11,789 jobs
and protected $1.1 billion in local economic
output, according to a report just released
by Summit Economics.
The El Paso Board of County Commissioners and the county’s Economic Development department created the RBRF to
assist local small businesses and non-profits struggling with the financial impact of
COVID-19. The county seeded the fund
with $13.8 million from its allocation of
CARES Act dollars.
“This is a prime example of El Paso
County answering the call,” said Board
of County Commissioners Chair Mark
Waller. “Creating the Regional Business
Relief Fund was perhaps the most impactful decision we made with the CARES Act
funding. Through this program alone, up
to 11,700 people still have a job and can
still put food on their tables. Also, the businesses and non-profits that got this money

never have to pay it back. This program is
a win-win for our community.”
“The RBRF’s efforts to provide funding
to 864 local businesses are impressive,” said
Tom Binnings, Senior Partner at Summit
Economics. “The fund is a critical element
in assisting the small business community and local organizations as they strive
to keep their doors open and keep people
working. In addition ... the RBRF demonstrates leadership on the part of local governments, foundations, and non-profits to
help during these social, medical, and economically painful times.”
According to Summit Economics, the
total businesses helped by this fund employed 11,700 people (before COVID),
and had an overall economic impact, as
measured by output or revenues, of $1.144
billion annually. Economists estimate 20%
of America’s small businesses could be
lost during the COVID-19 pandemic. Yelp
data indicates 60 percent of businesses that

showed temporary closures on their website have moved to a permanent closure
status. Hopefully most will reopen in the
future.
“The El Paso County business community needs broad based support to maintain
resilience until normalcy returns,” Binnings continued. “We commend everyone
involved for their efforts.”
The city of Colorado Springs retained
Summit Economics, LLC to estimate the
economic and fiscal impacts that might
result from soft loans and grants made to
local businesses and non-profit organizations. Specifically, Summit Economics examined those businesses that either shut
down, or are at serious risk of laying off
employees and closing as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The report examines the potential impact of grants made
through the county’s RBRF in October
2020. In addition, the report also shows
the cumulative impact of all local agencies

Natural skin care

OK, let’s take a little quiz before we start. What is the largest organ of the body? Tick, Tick, Tick. (Think the final “Jeopardy” song!)
Time’s up! Who had the skin? Gold stars to all of you! The skin is our
largest organ, and yet we bombard it on a daily basis with less than
healthy products. Especially women.
Think about it, ladies. How many products do you put on your
skin daily? Two? Six? Would you believe that the average number
of products we put on our skin DAILY is 12!? Starting in the morning, shampoo, conditioner, body wash, lotion, toner, serum, makeup
foundation, mascara, lip gloss, hair spray – the list goes on and on. If
you work out, much of that gets repeated a second time. Then there’s
our nightly routine. Just for fun, count how many things you open up
to do your routine tomorrow. Bottom line, it’s probably much more
than you need. Add to that, the chemicals in your beauty regimen.
How many ingredients are in EACH one of those products? How
many of them do you recognize? How many of them can you even
pronounce!? I have a personal standard – if I can’t pronounce it, it
doesn’t go in my body or on my skin.
What many people don’t understand is that anything we put on our
skin goes into our system. It doesn’t stay ON the skin. That means the
liver has to process it. If the liver receives something it doesn’t recognize, and that would be ANYTHING unnatural, it has to hold on to it
and figure out how to process it. What to keep, what to throw away,
etc. I realize this is very simplistic, but you don’t read this column for
doctoral dissertations!
The issue here is that many of the chemicals in most skin care
products are extremely toxic to your system and in some cases, even
carcinogenic. Add to that the fact that many of you who have been
wearing masks with this whole COVID thing are now experiencing
issues, especially around the mouth and nose. Many people are wearing facemasks on a regular basis and these facemasks are causing
significant harm to the skin, causing friction and indirectly trapping
moisture, and increasing levels of bacteria and other micro-organisms on the skin. This is resulting in conditions like acne, rosacea
and skin sensitivity, breakouts and bacterial infections on your face.

Natural skin care should have, well, natural ingredients.
IMAGE BY SEKSAK KERDKANNO FROM PIXABAY

(Qu’elle surprise.) Seriously. Dermatologists are seeing a steep uptick in the number of patients experiencing these symptoms and it links right back to the
timing of masks.
So I’m going to discuss natural skin care with you
today. Most experts would agree that natural skincare products are products that are free of synthetic
fragrances, dyes, parabens, sulfates and phthalates.
Many of these products also use ingredients that are
naturally sourced, or botanical ingredients that have
therapeutic effects on skin.
Now there are LOTS of “natural skin care products” on the market and I won’t go into recommendations of specific brands. I make my own. And so did
our grandmothers! I have a beautiful mentor named
Bernice who just celebrated her 89’th birthday and
her skin is absolutely beautiful! I’ve been in her bathroom and I can tell you, it is not full of chemical-laden
garbage. She’s a Kansas farm girl and I asked her one
day what her secret was. She told me a fabulous story about how her mother never let her and her sister
go out to work in the gardens without their bonnets
on. That’s right, no chemical laden, SPF 1 million. Just
common sense, wearing a bonnet in the sun to avoid
direct exposure. Simple, right!?
We all learned long ago that FDA labeling requires
that ingredients be on labels according to the amounts
with the largest listed first. So take a look at that “natural” skin care product. What are the ingredients?
Many products list water as the first ingredient. If

that provided loans and grants to the area
business and non-profits related to the disease. The other agencies measured include:
Survive and Thrive, the Pikes Peak Community Foundation, the Downtown Development Authority, and El Paso County’s
EZ Business Relief Fund. The report also
measures the economic impact over a 1and 3-year timespan.
The RBRF provided up to $20,000 of
grant assistance to 864 adversely affected businesses and non-profits in El Paso
County from its direct allocation of Federal funds from the CARES Act Relief Fund.
The county chose to open a competitive
grant application process for small businesses and nonprofits, to assist with their
business-related costs incurred due to the
COVID-19 economic disruption such as:
rent, mortgage or utility payments, employee payroll, accounts payable and other
fixed debt costs, and personal protection
equipment.

water is in the mix, you MUST have a preservative,
because water is alive and has natural bacteria in it.
This is one of the reasons I do NOT use water in many
of my products. There are natural preservatives, and
water is very important for our skin, but drink it instead of putting it on your skin. I prefer to use oil
based products for this reason. Cleansers, toners and
moisturizers are mostly oil based in my products.
But it doesn’t even have to be that difficult. Pure
organic coconut oil is a wonderful moisturizer. I also
use jojoba instead of say, almond oil. The reason is
that technically, jojoba is a wax that is liquid at room
temperature. So my serums and creams use that instead of almond or sesame seed oil which can become
rancid. For toners or cleansers, I use organic, distilled
witch hazel. It is astringent, so will tighten the skin.
Add a few drops of hydrosol to the mix and you’re
good to go!
Hydrosols, also known as “flower waters,” are
produced by distilling fresh leaves, fruits, flowers,
and other plant materials. With similar properties
to essential oils, these aromatic waters are much less
concentrated. Their aromas are often soft and subtle
when compared to their essential oil counterpart.
They are moisturizing, anti-inflammatory, mildly antiseptic, and are a wonderfully fragrant addition to
skin care. Due to their benevolent nature, hydrosols
offer a myriad of treatment possibilities when essential oils might be too strong.
At the most, you need a cleanser, a toner and a
moisturizer. That’s it! The bottom line here is, keep
it natural as possible. Do it in steps and remember,
you ARE what you EAT! Diet plays an extremely
powerful role in natural skin care, so lots of natural
fruits, veggies and plenty of pure, preferably alkaline
water ever single day. Wear a hat or a bonnet when
you are outside but skip the SPF. Did you know we
only started seeing incidents of skin cancer after that
garbage came out? It’s true, look it up. And, if you
MUST wear a mask, take it off as soon as you can,
don’t wear it in your car and change it every day!
They are breeding grounds for bacteria. And I can’t
see your beautiful smile when you’re wearing it.
Valere! (Be Well!)
Karen
Editor’s note: Have questions for the herbalist? Email
them to: sageadvicenews@gmail.com

The newspaper that really cares about the Fountain Valley...
LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR POLICY
This newspaper welcomes Letters to
the Editor. Letters must include your
name, address and a contact phone
number (for verification) and should
be signed. Unsigned or anonymous
letters may not be printed. Letters
of 150 words or less are preferred.
Letters that are larger will be printed
on a space availability basis. Letters
may be edited for clarity or to fit.
Letters attacking individuals may
be refused. All submissions become
exclusive property of this newspaper.
Opinions aired on this page are not
necessarily those of this newspaper.
This newspaper does not always
have the time/resources to check
factual allegations for accuracy.
Send your letters to: PO Box 400,
Fountain, CO 80817, fax to 382-5614
or email news@epcan.com

PHOTO
REPRINTS

Color reprints and
enlargements
of
most photographs
featured
in
this
newspaper
that
were taken by a
staff photographer,
are available for
personal
(noncommercial) use.
Prices are: 8”x10” $15 + tax; 5”x7” -$10
+ tax; Regular size
(3”x5”) reprints $5
each, + tax. Slightly
larger
reprints
(4”x6”) are $6 each,
+ tax. Other sizes
are available. Call
(719) 382-5611 for
prices, more info,
and to order.

TELL US ABOUT IT...

DEADLINES

This newspaper welcomes news
tips and story ideas. If you know
someone deserving of a story, or
of a program or project others
should know about, please call
us at 382-5611, FAX the info. to
382-5614 or email us at: news@
epcan.com
If someone came to your rescue
or helped you out by doing a
good deed, tell us about it and
nominate them as your ‘Hero of
the Week.’

NEWS

We prefer to receive news items (articles,
letters to the editor, wedding/engagement
announcements, obituaries, etc.) by Friday at 4
p.m. (for the following Wed.). In some instances,
we may be able accept them through Monday.
While we are generally able to accommodate
most requests, there is no guarantee a news item
that is submitted will appear in the next issue.
They are printed on a “space available” basis,
with those that are dated (like announcements
of upcoming events) getting first priority.

This Newspaper is Available for Purchase at:
The News Office, 120 E. Ohio Ave. in Fountain (719) 382-5611

• 7-11, 601 S. Santa Fe Ave. Fountain
• Circle K, 6480 S. Hwy. 85/87 (Near Applebee’s)
• Circle K, 1801 Main Street in Security (at corner of Leta and Main)
• Kwik Way, corner of Fountain Mesa and Lake (next to Fountain Hair Care)
• Loaf ‘N Jug, 102 S. Santa Fe, Fountain
• Walgreens - west of the Safeway Shopping Center on Fountain Mesa

SEE US ONLINE AT WWW.EPCAN.COM

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK UNDER ‘FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS’

CORRECTIONS
& ADVERTISING
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING deadlines are SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
CLARIFICATIONS
specified on the classifed page. GENERAL HOME DELIVERY where available:
If you find an error in a news
article or advertisement please
contact us right away at 382-5611.
While we strive for excellence,
sometimes mistakes do happen.
Corrections are usually printed in
the following issue.

DISPLAY ADVERTISING is requested by Friday $2 per month, or $24 per year.
at 4 p.m. for the following Wednesday, but ads BY MAIL: $29.50/year in EI Paso
are generally accepted through Monday at 5 County, $42.99 elsewhere.
Senior
Discount$26.50
for
p.m.
If you have a question regarding these subscriptions mailed in the county.
Single copies 75¢
deadlines please call 382-5611.
Single copies mailed - $3.50
ONLINE: $19.75-1 Year

Radio Reading Service of the Rockies
features this newspaper every week

This newspaper is read on the Radio
Reading Service of the Rockies Network
every Monday at 10:30 a.m. for those who
are visually or otherwise impaired. For
more information on receiving the service
through a special closed-circuit radio or
through PBS Channel 8, call the Radio
Reading Service at 577-9624.
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Editorial/Opinions

Strange new friends

“Well, that was odd,” I
thought. I was standing on a
cold concrete sidewalk outside
my local library, 13 or 14 at
the time, and had just attended my first writer’s group. My
parents discovered the group
online and recommended I try
it out. I’d popped in a couple of
months before only to find the
group didn’t do much during
the summer except judge a
writing contest. Their normal
schedule would start in the fall
and people would read aloud
their current work and critique
it.
So I’d come. It became one
of the strangest evenings I had
ever had.
For one thing, I found the
other writers were, shall we say,
eccentric. There was one young
man who wore a small fedora
and liked to carry a cane with
a dragon’s head design. When
someone asked why he had it,
he smiled and cheekily said,
“Why don’t you have a cane?”
Later I learned it was one
of those canes with a sword
inside. The library hadn’t installed metal detectors yet, so
he never got in trouble for it.
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Then there was a tall man
with a deep voice and a dark
blue cardigan.
“I wear this every day it’s
over 70 degrees Fahrenheit,” he
once told me. Then he frowned.
“I mean, under 70 degrees
Fahrenheit. That would be bad
if I was wearing it over 70 degrees Fahrenheit.”
For another, the things people read were a bit shocking. I
don’t know if this was planned,
but almost everyone contributed something involving death
and mayhem. One story started
normal and then there was a
twist where you discovered the
main character was a murderer.
Another story was a darkly comedic tale about gun advertisements. One person even read a
poem about a deranged killer
and passed around a drawing
she had made of him.
Needless to say I felt a bit
queasy afterward, and not entirely sure what to think of
these people. However, since
I dislike being a quitter, I went
back again next week. Several
people who’d read especially
dark stories didn’t show up this
time, and I found that the others

Kudos all around!
Thanks to Liz Rosenbaum, we have water that is safe to
drink in the Fountain Valley. Thanks to Ken Lippincott,
we can say “No!” to Smart Meters radiating in our yards.
Thanks to Fran Carrick, who has pushed for the need for

didn’t always write about murder. Some people still brought
unusual stories: the man with the
sword cane showed up one week
with his pocket calculator and
showed how he’d programmed
it to write haikus. None of the
haikus made much sense, and for
some reason the calculator liked
to use the word “elephant” in
contexts that didn’t fit.
But I kept going. I continued
attending the writer’s group until it disbanded during my last
year of high school. I learned a
lot, and my own fiction got considerably better through people’s
feedback. I also discovered that
what I’d taken to be strange behavior in my first meeting was
partly just how writers behaved
around each other. Fiction writers spend a lot of time creating
little worlds and people in their
heads. They also collect obscure
research to add detail to those
worlds and people they are inventing. Consequently, writers
tend to cultivate unusual hobbies
and talk about unusual topics.
You could say they view life at
a slant. My new understanding
became very helpful when I attended other writers’ groups in
college and it taught me how to
navigate people who didn’t necessarily share my interests.
So all in all, I’m quite glad I
didn’t follow my first impression
that cold night on the sidewalk,
when I was thinking about never coming back. Sometimes first
looks can be misleading. You really can’t learn anything unless
you’re willing to meet new people.

a recreation center in Fountain. We the
people, as individuals and as a group,
must care, make the effort and speak
out on what is happening in our community for our health and safety. We
are fortunate to have people who pay
attention, inform and organize the rest
of us – from on voice to many.
Just published – “Superman’s Not
Coming” by Erick Brockovich. It addresses water contamination and what
we can do about it, much of which is
being done here. Worth reading.
Jean Smith
Widefield resident

Send Letters to the Editor to: The News Office, PO Box 400, Fountain, CO 80817
or email to: news@epcan.com

DEFEND
YOUR
DRAINS
Toss fats and grease in the trash not the drain this holiday season.
If you do have a clog, call us before having it cleaned so we can
protect our main lines and your neighbors. Happy Holidays!

719-392-3475
Visit SecurityWSD.com to contact us and for information about our public board
meetings, generally held on the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS MAILED OUT OF COUNTY/OUT OF STATE $42.99
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authorization from the Editor. We are a newspaper following guidelines
of Colorado State Statutes.
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IN GOD WE TRUST

2020 Member
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What’s Happening...
Fort Carson holiday celebrations

The Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony will take
place in Iron Horse Park Dec. 4 from 5:45-6 p.m.
via Facebook Live on the Fort Carson MWR page.
This event is not open to the public.
The ceremony will include visits from various
officials and Santa Claus. The Fort Carson community will be able to walk through Iron Horse
Park to view the winter wonderland lights and
Holiday Card Lane Dec. 5-12.
Also, the 4th Infantry Division Band will hold
a virtual holiday concert Friday at 5 p.m. Find it
online at www.facebook.com/4IDBand

At Your
Library

A message from Security Public Library

Due to El Paso County entering Red COVID-19
restrictions, we have temporarily suspended all
in-person library use. We will continue to offer
curbside services including materials pick up as
well as fulfilling printing and faxing needs. Please
check our website, securitypubliclibrary.org frequently for updates. For questions or help utilizing our curbside service, please email us at spl@
wsd3.org or call 391-3196.
There are still a couple of weeks left to drop off
toys for our Annual Toy Drive! Bring any new,
unopened toys to the library during business
hours and enter to win some great local prizes!

Fountain Library limits indoor visitors

The 4th Infantry Division Band will play Dec. 4.

PHOTO COURTESY 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION BAND

Pikes Peak Library District locations are open
by reservation only at this time. Curbside service
is still available, and you can make a reservation
to use a computer inside of library locations.
Learn more about what is available at ppld.org/
COVID-19.
Make a reservation to use a computer by calling
(719) 389-8968.

TSO plans live online performance
In August, Trans-Siberian Orchestra (TSO) was
forced to make the heartbreaking announcement
that, for the first time in more than 20 years, the
group will not be able to tour during the holiday
season. Its annual performance at The Broadmoor
World Arena (BWA) will not take place in 2020.
However, TSO will bring a performance right
into fans’ homes with the world premiere of its
first-ever livestream event, “Christmas Eve and
Other Stories Live In Concert,” on Friday, Dec. 18.
TSO performing an all-new staging of its beloved album “Christmas Eve and Other Stories”
means that fans, despite missing so much in 2020,
won’t have to miss their favorite holiday tradition. This electrifying livestream will bring some
much-needed rockin’ Christmas spirit to fans everywhere. In addition to the full album concert,

fans will view special pre-show content including
behind-the-scenes footage and classic interview
segments.
Tickets for the livestream are now available.
Advance tickets for TSO’s “Christmas Eve and
Other Stories Live In Concert’’ will be offered as a
$30 all-in ticket. For fans unable to view the livestream’s debut on Dec. 18, TSO will make the show
available for streaming on demand through midnight on Sunday, Dec. 20. In addition to purchasing the stream, fans will have the option to purchase gift packages, including T-shirts, ornaments
and masks; livestream tickets can be sent digitally
to friends and family as presents. For more details
and to purchase tickets
and packages, visit www.
trans-siberian.com.

Mannheim Steamroller sets 2021
concert date for Colorado Springs
Mannheim Steamroller has announced a November 2021 performance at the Pikes Peak Center, and
tickets will go on sale this Friday,
Dec. 4, at 10 a.m.
While 2020 was the first year the
group was unable to tour in 35 years,
2021 will reunite the No.1 Christmas music artist in history. Colorado Springs fans can experience the
music that has become the hallmark
of the holidays and a tradition for
multi-generational families when
Mannheim Steamroller Christmas
by Chip Davis brings its live concert
to Pikes Peak Center for the Performing Arts on Wednesday, Nov.
17, 2021.
Tickets, which range from $53 to
$83 plus applicable fees, will go on
sale Dec. 4. They can be purchased
online only at PikesPeakCenter.
com, BroadmoorWorldArena.com
or AXS.com.

“2020 was the first time in 35 years
we did not perform our Christmas
tour. And, we couldn’t be more excited to know that we will reunite
with our many fans in 2021, sharing
the Mannheim Steamroller Christmas experience,” said Chip Davis,
founder and creator of Mannheim
Steamroller.
Mannheim Steamroller’s first
Christmas album came out in 1984
followed by the first tour.
“Back then, many in the music industry said focusing on Christmas
just wouldn’t work,” said Davis.
“Now, over 35 years later, we are
still going strong. I want to thank
our fans for making us part of their
holiday tradition. Today we often
see multi-generational families join
us during the holidays each year
and we can’t wait to see them again
in 2021.”

December 2, 2020

What’s Happening at UPCOMING
the Fountain Creek
ACTIVITIES
Nature Center
The Fountain Creek Nature Center is located at 320 Pepper Grass
Lane in Fountain. For more info. call 520-6745 or visit www.
elpasocountyparks.com ONLINE REGISTRATION available at
www.elpasocountynaturecenters.com

Programs require pre-paid registration. Due to COVID-19, programs are subject to cancellation. Call the Nature Center or check
website for current status. Masks or cloth face coverings required.
Nature Adventures: Burly Bears
Thursdays, December 3 & 17, 10–11:30 a.m.
Children ages 3-6, with an adult, will enjoy puppet shows or stories,
crafts, hands-on activities, and discovery time on the trail. $3 per person
including siblings and adults.
Nature’s Ornaments Workshop
Saturday, December 5, 9–11:30 a.m.
Hold the plastic, please! These ornaments might be good enough to
eat! We’re getting festive with home-made, natural ornaments you can
hang indoors or out. After our lesson and crafting time we’ll take a guided hike. $5 per person.
Active Adults: Crafting a Decorative Yule Log
Saturday, December 5, 1–3:30 p.m.
For thousands of years, yule logs have been part of winter solstice
and holiday celebrations. Learn about the origins of this tradition, then
raft a yule log that could be a table centerpiece or a yule log in your
fireplace. Ages 16 and up. $15/person, $10/member.
2s & 3s Outdoors: Mighty Migrators
Thursdays, December 10 & 31, 10–11:15 a.m.
Explore nature with your 2 or 3 year-old through interactive activities,
a story, and a short hike. $3 per person including siblings and adults.
Nature Hikes with Santa
Saturdays, December 12 & 19, 10–11:30 a.m. & 1–2:30 p.m.
Santa Claus is coming to Fountain Creek Nature Center! While we
wait on him, we’ll have an interactive reading of the classic holiday
poem, “Twas the Night Before Christmas.” Once Santa arrives we’ll hike
the nature trail with him to see what gifts nature gives us. Afterwards,
we’ll enjoy seasonal tunes with Pepper Grass Band and make paper
snowflakes.$5/person, $4/member.

Email events and
activities to:
karinhill@
epcan.com

December 2, 2020
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Professional
Directory
* ACCOUNTANTS
Jerry Allin
& Penny Burns
392-1952

Hello leftovers; goodbye 2020

Does your house still smell like turkey? Mine does.
There were only three of us here and I still had a 24-pound turkey. What is
wrong with me? My word, I will end up freezing a huge portion of the meat.
Honestly though, I love turkey. So, being able to pull it out on a random
Wednesday and saying, “here family, eat what I cooked six months ago” is
fine by me.
It was certainly different for us, but I am assuming when this whole thing
is over there will be plenty of do-overs and massive amounts of folks gathering to make up for lost times. We are heading to Arizona for Christmas this
year; never have I been anyplace but home for Christmas. We are going in
our RV, just the three of us, and our friends are taking theirs as well. We will
be separated by our vehicles all the way there and then we are in separate
sites at the RV Resort. With the warmer weather in Arizona, we will spend
time outside safely distanced to visit and enjoy each other’s company. There
is no family here for us and we cannot safely travel right now to visit anyone
in other states. These are truly strange times.
My daughter and I made ornaments for Christmas, wood ones and ceramic ones that read “2020” on them. We will burn and break them on New
Year’s Eve at midnight to signify the destruction of the year that tried to
break us. In the camp resort fire pits, they will go. We will say goodbye to
this most memorable but most despised year. How will you say goodbye
and be done with this year?
My biggest problem with leaving for Christmas is that I still want Christmas decorations up to enjoy the season here at home. You know the big tree
in front of the window and the little things that have become so much a part
of our memories as we unpack them every year? We have an advent tree, a
music box with a little tiny artificial tree and a string of 10 battery-operated
lights. Around the box below are tiny numbered drawers each one contains
a tiny ornament for the tree. The kids would count down the days to Christmas with it. I have had it for over 30 years. I also have a little white tree we
decorate with pink ornaments for our daughter that passed. She wanted a
pink tree and her husband was not a fan of the idea so in honor of her we
have made this compromise. It is not up…. it is honestly breaking my heart.
I love pulling out the ornaments and remembering things associated with
them. We have so many trees that we put up that I know it is ridiculous,
but my doing things has always been over the top. This year it feels empty
to me… my Christmas spirit is not welling up at all. Maybe once we get to
the resort and decorate the RV and our site, it will feel jollier to me. Maybe I
need to read “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Clause” It always helps me see
the spirit in others and look for the wonderment in the eyes of the children
around me.
Maybe part of the problem is I have no children around me anymore. I will
begin a campaign to get me around some wonder-filled little faces and there
in their eyes I will see the joy and excitement of this season and it will spark
it inside me as well.
So those of you with small kids, if you see a crazy, old, fat, mask-wearing
lady lurking around your kids, looking into their eyes from a safe distance
while you are walking through the Christmas decorations at the department
stores… it might just be me. Don’t punch me in the throat… please.
You can contact Alice at amtrulson@gmail.com

Chamber News

The next networking breakfast for the Fountain Valley Chamber of Commerce is set for Dec. 4 from 7-8 a.m. All breakfast meetings will be held virtually via Zoom until further notice due to COVID-19 restrictions.
The speaker is James Flowers of Legal Shield. Registration is required.
Call (719) 382-3190 for details; sign up at fountainvalleychamber.com.
The Dec. 18 breakfast will feature Sam Briggs and Christy McGee of the
Fountain Valley Scholars program.

Professionals in Dentistry, LLC
Dr. Ryan Baros & Dr. Raymond Baros
513 KIVA RD., SECURITY

"Our practice is committed to
providing our patients with skilled,
caring and gentle dental care"
●

We accept most dental
insurance, including United
Concordia Military Insurance

●

We offer credit plans through
Care Credit for patients with no
insurance or as a supplement
for high patient co-pays

●

WE WELCOME NEW
PATIENTS AND CHILDREN!
TO SCHEDULE YOUR
APPOINTMENT
CALL

392-5300

* VETERINARIAN
Fountain Creek
Veterinary Clinic
Dr. James Graf
8220 S. Hwy. 85/87
Fountain, 382-0777

Call 382-5611 to find out
how your business can
be included in this listing!

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS:

Ambulance 911
Fire 911
Fountain
Fire only: 911
All others: 382-7800
Security/Widefield
Emergency: 911
All others 392-3271
Police:
Emergencies-911
Fountain - 382-8555
Sheriff’s Office
390-5555
Poison Control
1-800-332-3073

Rocky Mountain Veterinary Service, PC
House and Ranch Mobile Service for small and large animals

House and Country Call Animal Doctor

“I’ll come to your home”

8029 Fountain Mesa Rd.
(behind Culver’s)

Just 5 Minutes from Fort Carson
Mon.-Fri.8AM-7PM*Sat. & Sun. 9AM-6PM

382-6100

Haircuts w/hot leather straight razors shaves
Songs-barbershop.com

Dr. Georgette Goonan
Veterinarian

Military and Senior Discounts
10275 Link Road.
Fountain, CO 80817

719-382-5708

georgette.goonan@yahoo.com

OPEN 9-6 DAILY

Self-Service Dog Wash

Don’t let all that hard work
in your yard go to waste ...
... ask us about TRENCHLESS
sewer/water replacement!

Full Service Grooming
1825 Main St. A, Security

393-6037

www.filthybitches.dog
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“Old Betty”
If you have worked on
the Summit of Pikes Peak,
you probably know Betty.
Most of the workers there
had to deal with her. The
interesting part is they didn’t always deal with the same Betty. In my
time on the cog railway, I knew of three different ones!
As I understand it, Betty served an interesting job on the Summit
and at Glen Cove. There was a constant problem with her work, because not everyone liked dealing with her. Still, her job was really
necessary. With the new summit house being constructed, I wonder
where or even IF she has a place to be. None of the illustrations show
her spot (not that they want anyone to know).
Have I gotten you interested or confused? Well you see, as people
on the summit come and go, so does Betty. Her job is the trash! She
worked in a highly visible spot, but few ever noticed her. In the summit house they could talk about her without upsetting “the public.” In
the “old days,” her spot was on the building’s south end, just west of
where the train stopped. On one occasion I remember she was right by
the tracks, and there was a concern that she would be ON them.
Betty was the trash truck! The compactor truck usually was placed
right at the back door, where she could be loaded up. Periodically one
of the summit crew would start her and cycle the compactor. When
full, she went down the mountain. The cab often became an emergency
shelter for a hiker who arrived when the summit house was locked
up. They assume that is how one day she rolled from her secure spot
down to the cog tracks. She had been knocked out of gear and could
have gone down the mountain to Barr Camp! After that incident, she
was normally locked.
Maybe there will be a new Betty and a spot for her near the new
summit house. I know they will have trash!

Sixty Years Ago

(1960)

HELICOPTER VISITS
SHOPPING CENTER
This U.S. Army HU1-A was on display at the Security Shopping Center on Nov. 19, 1960. Ft. Carson’s combined charities’ fund drive in association with the U.S. Army sponsored the display.
Several Ft. Carson personnel, including First Lt.
William L. Marsden and members of the 1st Reconnaissance Squadron, 16th Cavalry (Sky Cavalry), came to the event to explain the helicopter’s
mechanics and take donations. (Fountain Valley
News file photo)

Fifty Years Ago

(1970)

FFCHS FIRST POM-POM TEAM
These young ladies were Fountain-Fort
Carson High School’s first pom-pom team.
They were required to keep their grade averages at a high level while also attending
all games, pep assemblies and other school
activities. First row (l to r): Julie Sample,
Bobbi Wilson, Sue Beyers, Marcia Bendon,
Vivian Williams. Second row: Twyla Johnson, Peggy Weigel, Kathy Bath, Viki Robinson and Carla Wiese. (Fountain Valley
News file photo)
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Forty Years Ago

(1980)

ATTACK OF THE SERPENT MONSTER?
No, this is “Cat” and “Cocoa” playing. Cocoa was a
Burmese python owned by Fountain resident Kathy
Trout, who also owned two other pythons (Samson
and Wagner). Trout kept the pythons in a terrariumlike crate made of plywood with glass doors, which
was kept at a constantly humid 85 degrees. When
showing the crate to one of this paper’s reporters,
Trout said, “It’s safe to open the door. Only one of
the pythons gets hyper.” (Photo by Getchell)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Thirty Years Ago

(1990)

RECYCLING CHRISTMAS TREES
Biologists from the Department of Wildlife
(DOW) placed brush piles made from old
Christmas trees in Willow Creek Pond to
provide improved habitats for small fish in the
reservoir. The month before this picture was
taken, the DOW team put 14 brush piles in
the two reservoirs at Fountain Creek Regional
Park. (Fountain Valley News file photo)

Twenty Years Ago

(2000)

FILL THE FIRE HELMET WEEK
Fountain Fire Department members hold items
donated during the Fill the Fire Helmet Christmas Drive. Shown left to right are Fountain Fire
Department Auxiliary President Louis Porsia,
Fountain Fire Chief Darin Anstine, EMS Captain
Jim Rebitiski and Firefighter Eric Bast. That year,
the Fountain City Council signed a proclamation
that declared Nov. 26-Dec. 2 as “Fill the Fire Helmet Week.” (Photo by Karen Johnson)

December 2, 2020
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Silver Key Connections Cafe´

Fountain Valley Senior
Center News & Activities
Fountain Valley Senior Center remains closed, but some meal
and transportation services will continue on an as-needed basis.
Reserve & Ride is limited to essential transportation needs
only: medical and food related. Call (719) 600-2643.
Connections Café meal sites will have frozen prepared meals
available as an option in lieu of congregate meal site dining.
For Fountain Valley Seniors please call (719) 600-2644 the week
prior to wanting the meals. Anywhere else in the county may
contact Silver Key Senior Services at (719) 884-2300.
Delivery is available for those who cannot drive to pick up.

Lunch Menu

Drive-thru only

For more information
about the Silver Key
Connections Cafe´, call
the Fountain Valley Senior Center at 600-2644.
Local Silver Key Connections Cafe´ meal sites
include: Fountain Valley Senior Center, 5745
Southmoor Drive, Fountain, and Grinde Manor,
906 Grinde Drive, Fountain, 382-7690.

Note: Three meals are available per week. All meals are prepackaged and frozen.
November 30-December 4
Beef Stew, Lima Beans, WW Roll,
Pineapple Orange Compote
Meatballs w/ Marinara, Pasta, Broccoli,
WW Roll, Strawberries
Crab Cakes, Broccoli Cheddar Rice,
Green Bean Almandine, Applesauce,
Raisin Nut Cup

December 7-11
Mushroom Ravioli w/ Marinara, Broccoli
Salad w/ACV Dressing, Diced Pears, Raisin
Nut Cup
Bratwurst, Cabbage & Carrots, Potato Salad,
WW Bread, Banana, WW M&M Cookie
Meatloaf w/ Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Peas &
Carrots, Three Bean Salad, Orange

Note: Menu for home-delivery is different. Visit www.silverkey.org for details.

Dec. 7 Medicare Open Enrollment deadline approaching
(Family Features) Medicare’s
Open Enrollment gives people with
Medicare the opportunity to sign
up for health or prescription drug
plans, or make changes to their existing health plans or prescription
drug plans for coverage beginning
Jan. 1, 2021. But don’t delay — Open
Enrollment ends on Dec. 7.
Why compare plans for next year?
Just as your health care needs can
change from year to year, so do
Medicare plans. While Medicare
plans generally cover all Part A and
Part B benefits, not all plans offer the
same cost sharing or additional benefits. You may be able to find new
extra benefits, save money - or both.

What’s new this Open Enrollment?

Medicare plans in 2021 have historically low premiums — dropping
an average of 34 percent over the last
three years, and in some states dropping over 50 percent. There’s never
been a better time to go to Medicare.
gov and look at your options.
If you’re among the 1 in 3 people
with Medicare who has diabetes,
here’s some more good news: hundreds of prescription drug plans
will be participating in a new insulin savings initiative, through which
they’ll offer a month’s supply of a
range of insulins for a copayment of
$35 or less in 2021. If you take insulin and enroll in one of these plans,
you could save an average of $446
per year on your out-of-pocket costs
for insulin next year.
Here are some things to consider
when shopping for Medicare plans:
* Check if your doctors are still
in-network and your prescriptions

are on the plan’s formulary.
* The plan with the lowest monthly premium may not always be the
best fit for your health needs.
* Look at the plan’s deductible and
other out-of-pocket costs that factor
into your total costs.
* Some plans offer extra benefits,
like vision, hearing or dental coverage, which could help meet your
unique health care needs in 2021.
* If you take insulin, you may find
a plan offering insulin for $35 or less
for a 30-day supply.

Medicare is here to help

Think you’ll need help comparing
plans? Here are some things you can
do safely from home:
* Find plans at Medicare.gov,
where you can compare coverage
options and see estimated out-ofpocket costs for all your prescriptions.
* Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800633-4227). TTY users can call 1-877486-2048. Help is available 24 hours
a day, including weekends.
You can also find help in your
community. Get personalized health
insurance counseling at no cost to
you from your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP).
Visit shiptacenter.org, or call
1-800-MEDICARE for your SHIP’s
phone number. Many SHIPs also
have virtual counseling this year.
Medicare Open Enrollment ends
on Dec. 7. Now’s the time to act if
you want to enroll in or make changes to your Medicare health or prescription drug plan for coverage beginning Jan. 1, 2021. If your current
coverage still meets your needs then

you don’t have to do anything. Remember, if you
miss the Dec. 7 deadline, you’ll likely have to wait
a full year before you are able to make changes to
your Medicare coverage.
For more information, visit Medicare.gov or
call 1-800-MEDICARE. If you need help in a language other than English or Spanish, let the cus-

tomer service representative know the language.
You can also find information about Medicare
on the Medicare Facebook page and by following
@MedicareGov on Twitter.
Information provided by the U.S. Department
of Health & Human Services.
Source: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Are mercury fillings DEAR DR. ROACH: After
reading your recent column
on mercury, I wonder how
in teeth safe?
dangerous mercury amalgam
for cavity fillings is. I’d guess
that the amount of metallic
mercury ingested is insignificantly small and of no consequence to overall health. But
is it better to replace that type
of filling with newer, less-toxic fillings? -- J.G.
ANSWER: Many studies have looked at potential
health harms to dental fillings

Fountain Creek
Veterinary Clinic
8220 S. U.S. Hwy 85/87
Fountain, CO. 80817

using
mercury-containing
amalgam, and the consensus
is that they are very safe, and
that there is no good reason to
remove them.
Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to answer individual questions, but will incorporate them
in the column whenever possible.
Readers may email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.edu.
(c) 2020 North America Synd.,
Inc.
All Rights Reserved

OFFERING: Full Service Clinic
Small Animal, Exotics, Avian
Pocket Pets.

DR GRAF & STAFF
Dr. Graf has been serving
the Fountain Valley area
10% MILITARY &
for 22 years.
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

Some of the services We Offer:

Routine surgeries - go home same day.
Emergency Surgeries; Dental Care;
Geriatric Care; In House Lab; X-Ray;
All Preventative Medicine;
Overnight Hospitalization.

719-382-0777

719-392-4231
Ryan D. Reposa, D.M.D.
Jeffrey A. Ranta, D.M.D.
Candace K. Pfister, D.M.D.

"Interested in Implants?
Come see us!"
•
•
•
•

New Patients Always Welcome
Same day emergency appointments
Family dental care for all ages
Most insurances accepted including
active & retired military
• A variety of payment options available

6980 Mesa Ridge Parkway, Ste. 200, Fountain
www.mesaridgedental.com

Send your news tips
to news@epcan.com
or call 382-5611.
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Red Kettle goes virtual

Church to collect toys and shoes
During this holiday season many citizens in the
community of Colorado Springs are eager to contribute donations toward those around them who
may be suffering from the effects of COVID-19.
However, safety issues may be a concern during a
time when conditions seem to be changing daily.
On Saturday, Dec. 12, from 9 a.m. to noon, The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is providing a safe drive-up and drop off location at
8710 Lexington Dr., Colorado Springs, in the Briargate area, where donations are being accepted
for two local charities: Christmas Unlimited and
Soles4Souls.
Christmas Unlimited, which was established in
1923, is a nonprofit charity that distributes toys

Christmas concert at Calvary

If you love the Christmas classics, then come
out a special night of music and fellowship, Friday, Dec. 4, 6-7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
at Calvary Fellowship Fountain Valley (4945
Cable Lane). Snacks will also be available. The
event features the guitar, bass and vocal talents
of Gus Meza, George LaRue and Bradley Hill.
Questions: 719-382-3711.

for parents and children in need throughout the
Pikes Peak Region. This charity creates a storelike environment empowering parents to select
gifts for their children this holiday season. They
are accepting new and gently used items. Suggested toy donations include traditional board
games, sporting equipment, building sets, dolls
and action figures, bicycles with 16-inch and 20inch wheels, and arts and craft items.
Soles4Souls is a charity that is based in Nashville, Tennessee and was founded in 2006 by
Wayne Elsey. This charity collects new and used
shoes and then redistributes them through direct donations to people in need and through
micro-enterprising partners. Soles4Souls has distributed more than 30 million pairs of shoes to
people in need in 127 countries world-wide and
within the United States.
On Dec. 12, there will be 30 church volunteers
directing cars and safely collecting donations
through social distancing practices. The goal is to
collect more than 5,000 pairs of shoes for those
in need. The donations will then provide food,
shelter, and education for seven families located
in countries like Honduras and Haiti.
Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints have had a long-standing relationship with both of these charities within the
Colorado Springs region and have contributed
countless hours of volunteer work to collect needed items and distribute them for many years.

Although The Salvation Army still has traditional bell ringers collecting donations at
some locations, many of their efforts have gone online this year due to COVID-19
restrictions. Here are some ways residents can help without leaving their homes.
Visit http://salarmy.us/FTValleyRegistry, scroll through the list, and purchase a gift
that will be delivered directly to the Corps front door in Security. All items purchased
through the Walmart Registry for Good will be given to children in our community who
would otherwise not have a gift to open on Christmas day.
This year, the need for Red Kettle donations is greater. With more people hurting and
fewer Red Kettles to help them, your generosity helps rescue Christmas for the most
vulnerable. Visit http://FountainValleyRedKettle.org to support your local virtual kettle
in the comfort of your own home.

Church opens
food pantry

Good
Shepherd
United
Methodist
Church (1201 Leta Dr.
in Security) is opening
its Emergency Food
Pantry every Thursday 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
for anyone who needs
food assistance.

Call 382-5611
to place ads
in this church
section.

CHURCH
Service Directory
Calvary Fellowship
Fountain Valley
4945 Cable Lane,
Colo. Spgs., CO 80911
Sunday Services 8 & 10 AM
Sr. Pastor
John Bornschein
Children/Youth ministries
(719) 382-3711
CalvaryFountain.com

Come, Let Us
Worship the Lord!
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.
Nursery Provided

Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor Rick Mensing
315 Security Blvd.
392-5076
Sundays
Worship Service
at 9:00 AM
Adult Education
at 10:30 AM

First United Methodist
Church of Fountain
Pastor Sherry Ferriman
1003 N. Santa Fe,
Church Phone: 382-5113
Kidz Zone 9AM
Worship: 10 AM
fumcfountain.org
Fountain Faith Fellowship
Pastors Dan and Kim Barker
11485 Old Pueblo Rd.,
Fountain 80817
Sunday Service 10AM
Sunday School after Worship
Wed. night home meeting 7PM
Youth 2nd & 4th Friday 6:30PM
382-3022
www.f3church.org
www.facebook.com/
FFFChurch

To place a listing call 382-5611
Cost is 50 cents per line

719-392-5782

Fountain Valley
Baptist Church
(Southern Baptist)
500 W. Alabama Ave.
382-5204
Pastor Brad Cowger
Sun. School 9:30AM
Worship10:45AM
Nursery Provided
A church with a heart for
people of Fountain Valley
website:
Fountainvalleybaptist.org
Good Shepherd United
Methodist Church
Come, Let Us
Worship the Lord!
1201 Leta Drive
Security, CO 80911
Worship Service:
Sunday 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:45 AM
Nursery Provided
392-5782
www.gsumc-cs.org

New Jerusalem Missionary
Baptist Church
5485 Alegre Drive
Fountain, CO 80817
Sunday Worship
8am Worship Service
11am Worship Service
Wednesday Night Service
7:30pm Hour of Power
Youth Saturday
Every 2nd and 4th Saturday
Pastor Kevin T. Daniels, Sr.
(719)390-5012
fountainnewjerusalem.com
Pikes Peak Christian Church
Services: 7:55, 9:15 &
11AM
4955 Bradley Rd. 80911
(719) 392-9061
www.Yes2God.org

Saint Raphael
Episcopal Church
802 Leta Drive
Security, CO 80911
Phone: 392-3563
Services:
Sun. Holy Eucharist: 10AM
Prior Adult Education
9-9:45 AM

Salvation Army of
Fountain Valley
208 Cunningham Dr.
Colo. Spgs. CO 80911
Sunday School 10 AM
Sunday Worship 11 AM
Wednesday Adult
Bible Study 6 PM
Lt. Paul Chisolm
(719) 382-1182

Valley Christian Church
Pastor Chuck Poncelow
14555 Link Rd.
382-3736
Sunday School &
Morning Worship at 10
AM
*Nursery Available
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In Loving Memory of
Minnie Fay Gestes

1. Is the book of Titus in the Old or
New Testament or neither?
2. Obadiah is the shortest book in the
Old Testament and is divided into how
many verses? 21, 64, 101, 164
3. Who climbed the Mount of Olives
(Mount Olivet) while barefoot and
weeping? Moses, David, Abraham,
Noah
4. Which New Testament chapter is
known to many as the “Love Chapter”?
1 John 4, Jude 1, James 5, 1 Corinthians 13
5. From 1 Samuel 25:3, what’s the
name of Abigail’s first husband? Aaron, Solomon, Ethan, Nabal
6. What are the two gospels that
feature the Lord’s Prayer? Matthew/
Mark, Luke/John, Matthew/Luke,
Mark/John
ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) 21; 3)
David; 4) 1 Corinthians 13; 6) Nabal;
7) Matthew 5:9-13/Luke 11:2-4
Wilson’s Casey’s latest book, “Test
Your Bible Knowledge,” makes a
great and is available in bookstores
and online.

February 24, 1932 – November 21, 2020
M. Fay Gestes, 88, went home to be
with her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
on November 21, 2020. She was a
resident of Security, Colorado, for 64
years and prior to that was a resident
of Colorado Springs. She retired as
the office manager for Gestes Roofing,
Inc. after nearly 50 years.
Fay was born February 24, 1932,
along with her twin brother Billy Ray
to O.F. Helton and Ivy (Fox) Helton in
Commerce, Texas. She married Kenneth Harold Gestes on December 29,
1954, in Clovis, New Mexico.
Fay loved the Lord and her family
very much. She enjoyed her flower
gardens and the family BBQs. She was
a member of Fountain Independent
Baptist Church. Fay graduated from
high school in 1950 and attended college in Lubbock, Texas, afterward.
She is survived by her three loving

children: Barbara (Bill) Terrell, Elizabeth “Annie” (Scott) Fraser, Kenny
(Jeanette) Gestes; as well as one sister,
Barbara Lynn (Herb) Cotton of Como,
Texas; seven grandchildren: Thomas Pons, Nykol Terrell, Jamie (John)
Caponong, Muranda (Jason) Ellsworth, Michael (Lauren) Fraser, Michelle (Luis Franco) Fraser and Kenny
(Deanne) Gestes; and 10 great-grandchildren: Angel Terry-Pons, Cynthia
Fraser, Khloe Ellsworth, Ava Gestes,
Tony Fraser, Olivia Gestes, Kolton
Ellsworth, Leilani Caponong, Daxton
Fraser and baby Caponong, along
with many nieces and nephews.
Fay was preceded in death by her
husband, Kenneth, parents O.F. and
Ivy Helton, twin brother Billy Ray,
brother J.W. Helton, sisters Elizabeth
Bishop, Ellen Lovella Horton, and
Margie Marks, her infant son, Jeremy

Michael Gestes, and infant granddaughter, Kristen Fay Fraser.
There will be a private viewing and service for
family only.
Online condolences can be left at ShrineOfRemembrance.com

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Wish someone a happy
birthday or
anniversary
in your
hometown
newspaper.
Call 382-5611.

December 7
Gold Hill Theaters to show
‘The Heart of Christmas’ film

Film screenings of “The Heart of Christmas”
musical production on will be held at the Gold
Hill Theaters in Woodland Park over the next few
weeks.
Showings will be Dec. 3-6, 9-13 and 16-20 at 1
p.m. on all dates. The theater will be operating
under COVID-19 restrictions, so seating may be
limited. Tickets will be sold at a discounted price
of $5. Visit http://www.goldhilltheatres.com/ for
more information.

Charis Bible College to hold
live, drive-by nativity

Charis Bible College has added another community event to make the holidays a little merrier
– a free drive-by nativity on the Charis campus
three weekends in December: Dec. 4-6, 11-13 and
18-20 from 5-8 p.m. on all dates.
Visitors will drive up Gospel Truth Way amid
hundreds of trees adorned with Christmas lights;

they will then pass by a wall of windows, behind which will be a live nativity troupe with a cinema-quality LED wall backdrop.
The live nativity is compliant with national, state, and local COVID-19
guidelines. Visitors will remain in their vehicles. Actors will perform behind
a bank of glass windows and will not come in contact with the public.

Understanding the First Amendment is key to
protecting our free society.
Freedom of Speech • Freedom of Religion • Freedom of the Press
Freedom to Peaceably Assemble • Freedom to Petition the Government

Newspaper Ad - 3.79 x 4”
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Get your home ready for
work and school this winter
(Family Features) Although preparing your
home for winter is a fairly consistent process
year-to-year, many homes have seen significantly
more use this year due to COVID-19 restrictions.
If your home will serve as your office or school
throughout the winter months, it’s important to
address issues that may have been noticed but
tolerable during winters past.
Consider these tips from the experts at the National Association of the Remodeling Industry
to help ensure your home is ready before winter
weather strikes.
Improve Indoor Air Quality
Beyond proper physical and structural considerations of winter preparations, the increased
daily usage of your home naturally increases the
importance of indoor air quality. Since windows
and doors will likely be closed more often, moisture levels within your home can be significantly
affected. Use a humidifier, if necessary, to maintain a relative humidity between 45-50%, which
is healthier and can feel more comfortable. It can
also keep wooden doors and windows functioning properly and wood furniture and floors looking good.
Get Your Furnace Checked
To keep your furnace from failing when you
need it most, get it inspected by a professional
before you need to rely on it to heat your home
in the dead of winter. If you’re not leaving the

house and turning down the thermostat each
day, this will be especially important this year.
Regular tune-ups can prolong your furnace’s life,
help prevent carbon monoxide leaks and ensure
your unit is working at maximum efficiency. If a
whole-house humidifier is included as part of the
heating system, also inspect the humidifier and
replace the element, if necessary.
Seal Leaks Around Windows and Doors
Air infiltration is one of the largest culprits of
reductions in a home’s efficiency. Small air leaks
can add up to significant heat loss and a corresponding increase in energy consumption. If replacing window screens with storm windows
and installing a storm door on your house isn’t
realistic, increase energy efficiency by sealing
gaps around window and door moldings with
caulk to help keep heat from escaping. If any
pipes or ducts travel through an exterior wall of
your home, you can also use caulking and weather-stripping to help block potential entry points
for cold air.
Check Your Gutters
Improper drainage away from the home is one
of the biggest causes of water leaking into basements and crawlspaces. Gutters and downspouts
have the single purpose of routing water away
from your home to help prevent damage to your
foundation. Once leaves have fallen and before
the first snow, ensure your gutters are properly
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secured and clear of debris. Clogged gutters can lead to improper drainage
and potential overflow, ice damming or other water-related issues. Also adjust downspouts so they direct water at least 5 feet from the house to help
minimize the possibility of water run-off back toward the foundation.
Prep the Plumbing
When water freezes, it expands. Any residual water in pipes that is exposed to freezing temperatures, including interior lines located in exterior
walls or unheated areas, can burst. Start by disconnecting hoses and shutting off exterior faucets, draining any water that remains in them and storing
hoses indoors to prevent cracks. Drain any other pipes, valves or in-ground
sprinklers that may be exposed to the elements and, for an extra layer of
protection, wrap water spigots with covers to prevent damage. Sometimes a
simple trick like keeping a cabinet door cracked open to allow warm air into
the space can prevent frozen pipes.
Find more expert tips to get your home ready for winter at RemodelingDoneRight.com.
Source: National Association of the Remodeling Industry

Spreading holiday cheer... Five tips for winter travelers
one light at a time
(Family Features) Because of the pandemic, fewer Americans are taking to the
skies, but a significant number likely plan
to hit the roads to visit friends and family
during the winter months. Whether a few
towns over or a couple states away, many
drivers will travel interstates, which are
major logistics corridors often dominated
by commercial trucks.
According to the United States Census
Bureau, there are approximately 3.5 million
people working as truck drivers in the U.S.
From keeping grocery store shelves stocked
to delivering those next-day packages, professional truck drivers impact lives with the
freight they move and serve an important
role in keeping the economy running.
Professional truck drivers are also experts
when it comes to planning travel. From
mapping out a route to maintaining their
vehicles and even practicing a healthy diet,
many truck drivers are road trip experts.
Caron Comas is a professional truck driver for Variant, a subsidiary of U.S. Xpress,
one of the nation’s largest trucking companies. Highly trained, she’s driven trucks for
17 years and her expert insight can aid the
average automobile driver planning to hit
the roads this winter.
“It’s important that the average driver
give trucks plenty of space on the road,”
Comas said. “People can forget we’re generally handling 75 feet of tractor and trailer,
which can weigh 80,000 pounds. We can’t
stop on a dime like automobiles, so increase
distance when merging in front of trucks
and avoid slamming on your brakes.”

Comas suggests following these tips on
the road and before you travel:
• Don’t follow trucks too closely. If you
can’t see a tractor trailer’s mirrors, the driver can’t see you.
• Schedule vehicle maintenance before
your trip. Have your oil changed and ask
the experts to check your tire pressure and
other important fluids to help assure you’re
driving safely and efficiently.
• Carefully plan your route. If driving
through big cities, consider fluctuations in
rush hour traffic. For more remote locations
where there may not be regular food or gas,
plan for when you’ll need to stop along the
route.
• Stay hydrated and nourished. Before
setting out, eat a healthy meal and drink
plenty of water. For the drive, pack healthy,
non-perishable snacks like granola, fruit or
nuts along with bottled water. For longer
trips with kids, consider a small cooler for
sandwiches, string cheese or yogurt.
• Be overly prepared. Keep a few blankets, a flashlight, a first-aid kit and an extra
pair of shoes in your car. If you experience
car trouble, make sure you can stay warm
until help arrives.
Keep in mind the global pandemic.
Check each state’s quarantine requirements
that you’ll be traveling to or through, wear
a mask when in public and follow the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
guidelines when traveling.
For more travel tips, visit usxpress.com/
news.

Tanner Dowdell with Fountain Electric installs a decorative holiday light to a utility pole outside
the News Office on East Ohio Avenue last Tuesday. The utility adds these festive touches to poles
throughout the city each winter.
NEWS PHOTO BY KARIN HILL

PHOTO COURTESY OF GETTY IMAGES
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Fountain-Fort Carson loses to Palmer Ridge
By G. Connor Salter

The Trojans lost 28-12 when they hosted Palmer Ridge on Nov. 28 in
the second round of the state varsity play-offs. This marks the end of the
fall 2020 season for the Trojans, the first season in over 10 years that they
played in a class 4A league. They ended the season at No. 1 in the 4A
Southern league, and ranked as one of the top 20 varsity teams in the state
(no. 18 as of Nov. 29).
The Trojans also named their 2020 4A Southern Conference All-Conference Selections on Dec. 1. In the special honors list, Jake Novotny was
named Coach of the Year, and Trojan athlete Q. Jones was named Offensive Player of the Year.
Their first all-conference team is as follows:
Thomas Schneider, Jayden Fuller, Q. Jones, Raymond Salvatore, Tai
Faavae, Ta’Shon Smith and Curtis Jackson.
Their second all-conference team is as follows:
Isaac Barker, Luke Koenig, Tavian Tuli, Malik McClarity, Tino Tuli,
Nick Neely, Trey Porter and Jayden Allen.
Honorable mentions went to Colin McCarthy, Ricky Rivera, Wyatt
Price, Elisha Evans, L.J. Walker and Jesiah Stevens-Silva.
Palmer Ridge will play against Loveland at CSU Pueblo on Dec. 4 to decide the state champion. People who cannot attend the game in person can
watch it live by subscribing to the NFHS Network, which will stream the
game at https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/chsaa/gameda9da61eb.

PHOTOS BY KAYLYN NEWTON
TROJAN SPORTS NETWORK

Trojans gave their all during Saturday’s playoff game
against Palmer Ridge. Pictured are:
Above, Q. Jones running the ball.
Left, Tavian Tuli, and below, Tino Tuli.
Bottom left, the team on offense.

Congratulations
on an amazing
season, Trojans!
Limited Time

$39 New Patient Special!

Jazy-Frei Plumbing
& Heating
Providing Personal Service &
Exceptional Quality

719-390-5404
www.SmithChiroCOS.com

1825 Main St. Ste C ▪ Security ▪ CO ▪ 80911

“Your Neighborhood Plumber Since 1963”
24 Hour Emergency Service

392-3280

10% OFF WITH THIS AD
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GRIT Continued from P. 1

City of Fountain updates at a glance

Some city offices have closed to the public again due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Those include:
•
Recreation Department Office (until further notice) — Connect virtually online via the website: www.Teamsideline.com/fountaincolorado, or by
phone at 719-322-2026.
•
City Court Office (through Jan. 8) — Anyone who has a summons for a
traffic offense will receive a phone call to go over their plea offers and receive
their payments. Anyone scheduled for court on Thursday night for an Arraignment and Court Trials will be called and rescheduled until next year. If they
can’t reach the office by phone, please email: #courts@fountaincolorado.org.
The City Council will meet next on Dec. 8. One of the primary action items is
expected to be final adoption of next year's budget. The council previously held
a series of workshops to discuss the proposed budget in detail, and the first
reading of an ordinance to approve it was held Nov. 17.
Fountain uses a two-year budget process, meaning the current budget process will cover 2021-2022. Only appropriations for 2021 are approved by the
pending ordinance, however.

SEEDS
Continued from P. 1

and using “pollinator safe plants.”)
They also organize petitions for legislative changes. At the moment, the
organization has a petition for Colorado to make a special pollinator license plate with a picture of a honey
bee (a well-known pollinator) on it.
Kircher said that she had sent seed
packets to the City Council for each
person and that anyone could get a
seed packet by contacting Fountain
Together. She also recommended
council members check out People
and Pollinators’ website. Ortega
thanked Kircher for her time and
for sending seeds for all the council
members.
“I’ve already got a spot picked
out,” Ortega said, referring to where
he would plant his wildflower seeds.
This seed project is one of several initiatives that Fountain Together
has taken part in since it began in
September. As reported at the time,
Fountain Together planned to get at

least 10 people together to launch a
community or environmental initiative within 90 days. Kircher, who
started the group, hoped it would
become sustainable and perform
more than one project. Since that
time, Fountain Together has grown
to 11 members and taken part in various community initiatives, including gathering Thanksgiving Donations for Silver Key Senior Services
and cleaning up trash at Hibbard
Park on Nov. 16 as part of the “Clean
Up Fountain” initiative. Fountain
Together also launched a newsletter
in October, and stated in their first
issue that they hope to plant 1,000
trees in Fountain by 2021.
“We have seedlings and tree seeds
on order for our 1,000 tree campaign
for 2021,” Kircher said. “People are
welcome to pre-request a tree for
next year.”
Seed packets are available for free
to any Fountain resident. To get
seeds, go to the Fountain Together
website (fountaintogether.org).

fessionals, it is focused on creating a cadre of
community members who are able to face adversity and support others in doing the same.”
On its website, GRIT is described as a program
“to help you tap into your own personal strength
and resilience—equipping you with the tools to
overcome whatever challenges today (or tomorrow) throws your way.”
The term “grit” means many things to many
people, so the website provides its working definition: grit is a combination of perseverance,
courage and resilience. The GRIT program uses
online training tutorials to teach users what these
traits mean and look like, how to build them on
an individual and communal level, and how to
support other people struggling with difficulties
created by COVID-19 (thus those traits on). The
tutorials take five hours total to complete, but are
designed to be watched at the user’s own pace.
Nicole Weis, a resident of Security, became involved in GRIT when Benight proposed the idea
to NIHR in March 2020. She immediately became
interested in helping build GRIT, since it fit naturally with her existing work as a Peer Support
Program Manager & Clinician for NIHR.
“I run our peer support programs (and I love
training others on stress and resilience) so it felt
like a perfect fit for me to help create the program,” Weis explained.
Weis currently runs GRIT, doing anything from
sending out follow-up email to reviewing surveys
and newsletters to tracking the program’s various
forms of data. She also co-created three additional
programs that GRIT provides alongside its “main
track” program: GRIT-4ED, GRIT-LEAD, and
GRIT-4Health.
Weis is aware there are misconceptions about
resiliency, and that the expression “what doesn’t
kill you makes you stronger” isn’t necessarily
true.
“I think an important aspect of resiliency (and
one we discuss in the training) is being able to
look back at a stressful or even traumatic situation
and ask what got you through that event,” Weis
said. “Then, see if you can apply those factors to
your current stress. We’ve all been through stress!
Many, many of us have experienced trauma. If
we can look at that situation now and identify the
factors that pushed us through (social support,
taking the stress one moment at a time, connecting with resources like professional services or
economic assistance), oftentimes we can apply
those factors to our current stress as well. Sometimes it’s helpful to remind ourselves of what we
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have already gotten through in the past! Another
aspect of resilience is how you view the situation.
Is it a challenge or a threat? A roadblock or an
obstacle? The way we think about a situation can
make a big difference in our ability to work the
situation. Our thoughts are so much more powerful than we often give them credit for!”
While virtual tools to help people deal with
COVID-related stress are not unusual, Weis notes
that GRIT’s design gives it some very unique features.
“GRIT is designed for anyone, anywhere,”
Weis explained. “In addition to providing education on stress, disasters and resilience, the GRIT
course also provides concrete steps to reaching
out to others for meaningful connection and conversation, key areas of strength to discuss and
promote in self and others, and many technology-based resources the GRIT community themselves can use as well as share with others. The
course also emphasizes the importance of selfcare. Additionally, this training is a call-to-action
to connect with others in your community and is
structured to work within already-existing natural support networks – your own friends, family,
co-workers, and so forth.”
The program is already getting some coverage
through local government groups and media outlets. Jennifer Schreuder and Ted Skroback of the
city of Colorado Springs Communications Department, devoted a Nov. 3 episode of their Behind the Springs podcast to talking with Dr. Benight about the program. People can listen to the
podcast at coloradosprings.gov/podcast1-41 or
see a video of the interview on YouTube at www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Z49H3DvmeCs.
Weis has high hopes that the word will keep
getting around and that GRIT will have a powerful impact in many places.
“I truly think the more we reach out and support others around us and promote resilience
in ourselves and others, the more resilient and
strong we will become as a community,” she said.
“We’ve become more isolated as a whole, and that
has been compounded by COVID-19. However,
research shows us that time and time again social
support is a positive factor associated with recovery from stress and trauma. The more we connect
and have meaningful and helpful conversations
(not just, ‘Hey, how are you doing,’ but ‘Really,
how are you doing, how are you feeling, what’s
bringing you joy lately,’) the more resilient we
can become for future stress. I hope GRIT helps
spread this resilience across the world.”
To learn more, check out letstalkgrit.com.

FIRST STATE BANK OF COLORADO
IS NOW...

Same customer service you love,
better access to the funds you need.

Visit your local branch today!
Fountain
719.382.5643
unitedbusinessbank.com

December 2, 2020

FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS / EL PASO COUNTY ADVERTISER & NEWS

CUMBERLAND

vince residents to adopt a section
of the landscape to maintain or use
their personal lawn equipment to
help since the District had no money for basic lawn care.
Then on Oct. 28, 2010, the Fountain City Council declared the
Cumberland Green Metropolitan
District’s Board of Directors vacant since the Investor Board of
Directors didn’t meet the statutory
requirements for serving as Directors. The Council then authorized
a Notice to Fill Vacancies to the local newspaper, informing city residents that a new Board of Directors
was needed to fill the vacant position. On Nov. 9, 2010, the aforementioned five residents appeared
before City Council and were appointed as the Cumberland Green
Board of Directors. Brandi Lewis,
who served on the Board as director and as vice president, recalled
the challenge and excitement after
the new Board was formed.
"I think the biggest thing for me
looking back was how many of us
went from not even fully understanding what a special tax district was to having to learn how to
step in and run one,” Lewis said.
“There was a huge sense of accomplishment as we transitioned from
‘clueless residents’ watching our
neighborhood fall into shambles to
stepping in and taking the power
away from a bankrupt, detached
developer who never cared about
us – because he wasn't one of us. I
remember a huge sense of accomplishment as we took our own personal lawn equipment and policed
the neighborhood and went door
to door handing out flyers to invite
neighbors to the first ever public
meeting. It was hard work, but we
were now in control of the fate of
our neighborhood."
Eleven days after the appointment, the Board held its first meet-

Continued from P. 1

losing its beauty,” Lewis recalled.
“Then I drove down Jimmy Camp
Road noticing the weeds growing
out of control on the side of the
road. I then realized that the contractors were not taking care of the
park and roadways. I believe that
is when we got together and notified a reporter who came out to the
park and did a story on our situation and the builder."
Lewis teamed up with four other residents (Phillip J. Thomas,
Brandi Lewis (no relation), Wendy
McNeill and Ernest Coleman) to
investigate why the District was
in such bad shape. What they discovered shocked them: since the
Investor Board hadn’t met in two
years, basic maintenance jobs were
not being performed. The District's
accounting firm could not legally
disburse monies without board
meetings, which meant it couldn’t
pay contractors to maintain the
landscape. The District Manager
could not be paid to oversee the
District. The landscape maintenance water bill was not paid, nor
was the Community Management
firm which enforced the covenants
and design reviews. The District
could not pay basic accidental
insurance, the El Paso County
Treasurer could not be paid for
its services and the District's legal
guidance bills were piling up. On
top of all these maintenance problems, the company in charge of developing the District, Jimmy Camp
Development Inc., had gone bankrupt. As a result, Oakwood Homes
could not continue building homes
beyond what was already developed.
The five residents started out by
lobbying in the streets along Jimmy Camp Road. They tried to con-

ing. They had a full agenda going
back almost two years trying to
catch up to past, current and future actions. Since they had no experience with operating a special
district and no help from the defunct Investor Board (one director
stated, “The Investor Board simply
turned their backs on us”), they
had a great deal to learn in very
little time.
Board members reached out to
the Special District Association of
Colorado and other Special District Board members throughout
the state to learn what they needed
to know. Several Board members
took over maintaining the District's landscape, park and common areas using their own lawn
equipment. Sometimes concerned
residents pitched in to help with
lawn care during their spare time.
The Board also made a series
of moves to save money as much
as possible. It took on the management role and administrative
actions, and replaced the existing
management and accounting firm
as well as the law firm with new
ones that were within the District
budget.
With the developer bankrupt
and future development stalled,
the Board teamed with Oakwood
Homes and city of Fountain to
force the bonding insurer to fulfill its obligation to finance the
failed development projects. The
bonding insurer brought a lawsuit against the Board and District,
the matter was settled out of court
and the development for the District eventually got the funding
needed. Later, the Board made an
agreement with Oakwood Homes
to take on the role of District Developer and Oakwood Homes
gave the District a $1-million cash
bond to help get the District back
on track. The Board refinanced all

Looking for
the perfect
holiday gift?
Give your family and
friends the gift of
community connection!
A one-year subscription to
the Fountain Valley News is a
great way to stay in touch.
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Former Cumberland Green Director Ernest Coleman still has the sign that
reminds him just how tough things were back in 2010.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

of the District’s outstanding bonds and consolidated to a lower interest rate that provided the District more revenue to operate.
Today the District is thriving. Residents credit the Board of Directors’ hard work, as well as great contributions by the subsequent
board members, including Robert Wilson and the current Board as
well as Design Review Committee members Jeffrey L Brooks, Anthony Petrone, Brandi Lewis, Patrick Lewis and many others. By
stepping up to the change, residents picked up where the Investor
Board failed and kept the District going.

Follow ‘Fountain Valley News’ on Facebook
for updates all week!

Visit us at www.epcan.com for news on the go!

Commercial
Equestrian
Hobby Shops
Eastern CO
970-230-2052

S T R U C T U R E S

NE and Western IA
402-426-5022

Agricultural
Garages
And More!
Wisconsin
608-988-6338

www.GingerichStructures.com

Happy Holidays!
A ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO
EL PASO COUNTY ADVERTISER & NEWS
FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS
Sent as a holiday gift compliments of:

We look forward to bringing you the latest news from the Fountain
Valley community for our 63rd year in 2021!
Please call our office at 719-382-5611 to set up your subscription!

Call the news office to
order yours now!
719-382-5611

Colorful Colorado
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Rocky Mountain Elk — Colorado boasts the largest
elk population in the country.
STORY AND PHOTOS BY KAREN AUBUCHON JOHNSON

The elk featured on this first page were photographed in Rocky Mountain National Park,
(RMNP), or the nearby town of Estes Park located about 76 miles northwest of Denver.
Elk can be seen in RMNP all year long. Fall is the prime viewing time. The herds that
were living at the higher elevations in the alpine tundra during the summer months have
migrated down to the lower grassy open meadows and surrounding areas, where they
will spend the winter months. Mating season begins in September and lasts through
October. Bulls (males) can be seen fighting other bulls, competing for mating rights to the
cows (adult females). You can often hear the sound of bulls bugling (a high-pitched squeal
and then grunting sounds) as they call to attract females and challenge other males, most
often in the early morning and at dusk.

A bull and cow elk are visible off Trail Ridge Road high up in the alpine tundra.

A bull elk photographed early in the morning on the YMCA of the Rockies grounds in
Estes Park.

Above, a cow and her young calf look alert on the west side of RMNP, in the Kawuneeche Valley.
Below, a large bull keeps an eye on his herd.

A group of bull elk gathered in Moraine Park challenging one another to see who is the most dominant
and fittest one of them all, hoping to win breeding rights to some of the females.
Below, a bull and calf were taking a mid-morning nap at the YMCA of the Rockies near a guest cabin.
The rest of his herd was also sleeping nearby.
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Continued from p. 16

The elk photos featured on this page
are from various locations in Colorado.
At right, a large herd of approximately
13 bull elk were on the move. This
photo was taken mid-summer. The
bulls’ antlers were in velvet, still
growing. Their antlers will continue
to grow for a couple more months,
before reaching their full height and
size. By late summer or early autumn,
their antlers will have stopped growing
and the elk will rub them on bushes
and trees until the velvet falls off. A
mature bull’s antlers can grow to seven
or eight points on each side and weigh
20 pounds each.

These three young bulls recently shed their antlers for the year. Two small nubs of new antler growth are barely
visible poking up from the tops of their heads, between their ears.

An old antler with chew marks is found on the forest floor, above left. A variety of forest animals chew on antlers to add minerals to their diet. Above right, a young calf sprints up a hill.

Above, a young calf is curled up in some fallen tree branches. Calves are usually born in late May and into June. Newborns have spots, which fade away by late summer. Above right, four bulls gallop up a
hill. Their antlers still have a few more months to grow before reaching their full height.
Below, a herd of elk stopped for a drink one hot summer day, and some of them decided to hop in and go for a swim.
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Safeway joins online SNAP EBT retailer list

As Coloradans continue to navigate
life during the COVID pandemic, the
Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) wants to remind residents
of grocery options available to families
participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) that
allows the use of Electronic Benefits
Transfer (EBT) cards to make safe, contactless purchases online.
Starting in May, the USDA Food and
Nutrition Services enabled CDHS to
launch a program that allows SNAP recipients to purchase grocery and food
delivery online through approved retailers, Amazon and Walmart. In addition, contactless curbside grocery pickup purchases made with EBT cards
were made available at King Soopers

across the state.
CDHS has announced that now, Safeway and Albertsons have launched
SNAP EBT for online grocery curb-side
pick up through their Drive Up and
Go™ service at select stores.
“As Colorado continues to battle the
COVID-19 crisis, safe access to food
is more important than ever,” Food
and Energy Assistance Director Karla
Maraccini said. “These resources help
individuals and families access the
nutritious food they need to survive
while lessening the risk of exposure to
COVID.”
The authorized SNAP retailers are
EBT-enabled for Online Transactions
and participants will see an “EBT” icon
on the retailer’s website. They will then

be able to add their EBT card in the Payment Method after selecting an EBT-enabled store.
SNAP, formerly known as food
stamps, is the food assistance program
in Colorado. SNAP provides food assistance benefits as part of a federal
nutrition program to help low-income
households purchase food.
EBT cards are issued to receive the
SNAP benefits for a household and
can be used at most grocery stores to
buy food with those SNAP benefits,
ensuring that families have access to a
healthy diet.
More information on the SNAP program can be found here: https://www.
colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/food-assistance-0

Special $300 tax deduction helps most people give
to charity this year – even if they don’t itemize
WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue Service is reminding taxpayers of
a special new provision that will allow
more people to easily deduct up to $300
in donations to qualifying charities this
year.
Following special tax law changes
made earlier this year, cash donations
of up to $300 made before Dec. 31, 2020,
are now deductible when people file
their taxes in 2021.
“Our nation’s charities are struggling
to help those suffering from COVID-19,
and many deserving organizations can
use all the help they can get,” said IRS
Commissioner Chuck Rettig. “The IRS
reminds people there’s a new provision
that allows for up to $300 in cash donations to qualifying organizations to be
deducted from income. We encourage
people to explore this option to help
deserving tax-exempt organizations —
and the people and causes they serve.”
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, enacted
last spring, includes several temporary
tax changes helping charities, including
the special $300 deduction designed especially for people who choose to take
the standard deduction, rather than

itemizing their deductions.
Nearly nine in 10 taxpayers now take
the standard deduction and could potentially qualify for this new tax deduction. In tax-year 2018, the most recent
year for which complete figures are
available, more than 134 million taxpayers claimed the standard deduction,
just over 87% of all filers.
Under this new change, individual
taxpayers can claim an “above-the-line”
deduction of up to $300 for cash donations made to charity during 2020. This
means the deduction lowers both adjusted gross income and taxable income
— translating into tax savings for those
making donations to qualifying tax-exempt organizations.
Before making a donation, the IRS
reminds people they can check the
special Tax Exempt Organization
Search tool on IRS.gov to make sure
the organization is eligible for taxdeductible donations.
Cash donations include those made
by check, credit card or debit card.
They don’t include securities, household items or other property. Though
cash contributions to most charitable
organizations qualify, some do not.

Check Publication 526, Charitable
Contributions, and the TEOS for more
information.
Though cash contributions to most
charitable organizations qualify, those
made to supporting organizations and
donor-advised funds do not.
The IRS reminds everyone giving to
charity to be sure to keep good records.
By law, special recordkeeping rules
apply to any taxpayer claiming a charitable contribution deduction. Usually,
this includes obtaining a receipt or acknowledgement letter from the charity,
before filing a return, and retaining a
cancelled check or credit card receipt.
For details on these recordkeeping
rules, see Publication 526, available on
IRS.gov.
In addition, the CARES Act includes
other temporary provisions designed
to help charities. These include higher
charitable contribution limits for corporations, individuals who itemize their
deductions and businesses that give
food inventory to food banks and other
eligible charities. For more information
about these and other Coronavirus-related tax relief provisions, visit IRS.gov/
Coronavirus.
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County, state
election results
now finalized

The El Paso County Clerk and Recorder’s Office has completed the official Canvass of the
2020 General Election. Final official results are
approved by a bipartisan Canvass Board and can
be viewed on the Election Night Reporting site.
Totals now certified did not affected any local
races.
“We have experienced an unprecedented Presidential Election in an unprecedented year. Any
election depends on the diligent efforts, professionalism, long hours and determination of myriad people whose contribution in various capacities makes it a success. I am tremendously proud
of the individuals who accomplished this during
a pandemic and in an environment of heightened
citizen political activism,” said Clerk and Recorder Chuck Broerman. “This was another record-breaking election and the voters of El Paso
County also deserve recognition for their participation in the election. By embracing their democratic right to vote, they have demonstrated their
commitment to help set a course of governance
for their city, county, state and country.”
Final official results include additional ballots
from military and overseas voters, and ballots
that were counted after ID, signature, or other issues were properly resolved.
Prior to the canvass, the Clerk’s Office also
completed and passed a required post-election
Risk Limiting Audit. Implemented by the Secretary of State’s Office in 2017, this sophisticated
post-election audit allows officials to compare a
sample of paper ballots against digital tallies to
verify results were tabulated correctly. Due to the
high level of statistical probability, this audit confirms election results have not been manipulated
and reassures a level of confidence in testing for
election results.
The Colorado Secretary of State’s Office announced Monday that it has posted official
compiled results to its election night reporting
website. The race for Judicial District 18 has triggered an automatic recount, which will begin tomorrow. This recount will involve the counties
of Arapahoe, Douglas, Elbert and Lincoln. Statewide election certification will take place after the
conclusion of the recount.
Automatic recounts happen when the difference between the highest number of votes cast in
a contest and the next highest number of votes
cast in a contest is less than one half of one percent. Automatic recounts are required to be concluded no later than 35 days after the election,
which is December 8.
In addition to automatic recounts, interested
parties have until the end of business on Dec. 1 to
request a recount for a race that does not trigger
an automatic recount. There may also be recounts
of local races, which county clerks oversee.
Presidential electors will be officially notified
of the electoral college meeting by Dec. 8. The
electoral college must meet on Dec. 14. Final certification of election results must occur before the
electoral college meets.

To subscribe, call 382-5611 or
visit www.epcan.com.
Home delivery and online
access available.
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INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB NO. 21-007
Sealed best-value bids for Light and Medium Duty Vehicle Body Repair for the El Paso
County Sheriff’s Office will be received by the El Paso County Contracts & Procurement
Division, 15 E. Vermijo Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903, via EMAIL ONLY to
beckyschaffstein@elpasoco.com by no later than 10:00 AM (MT), Tuesday, December 29,
2020, with a copy to normaingalls@elpasoco.com, at which time they will be publicly opened
(VIA TELECONFERENCE) and read aloud.
A PREBID CONFERENCE will be held on Thursday, December 10th at 10:00 AM (MT)
via teleconference. While this meeting is not mandatory, it is strongly recommended that
interested firms attend to have questions answered.
Any questions regarding this bid should be directed to Becky Schaffstein, CPPB, Procurement
Specialist, email beckyschaffstein@elpasoco.com or 719-520-6392. Do not contact any other
individual regarding this IFB. Final questions are due no later than 10:00 AM (MT), Monday,
December 14, 2020, submitted in writing via Rocky Mountain E-Purchasing System
All interested firms are invited to submit a bid in accordance with the terms and conditions
stated in this Invitation for Bids.
PLEASE USE THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN E-PROCUREMENT WEBSITE & LOG ONTO
www.rockymountainbidsystem.com TO DOWNLOAD DOCUMENTS.
Notice of Demand for Issuance of Duplicate Stock Certificates
in Fountain Mutual Irrigation Company

EL PASO COUNTY CONTRACTS & PROCUREMENT DIVISION WILL NOT BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE FOR MISINFORMATION RECEIVED FROM PRIVATE PLAN HOLDERS.

Pioneer Sand, LLC, a California limited liability company (“Pioneer”), pursuant to C.R.S. §742-114 to 117 has filed notice and demand with Fountain Mutual Irrigation Company (“FMIC”),
a Colorado mutual ditch company, doing business in El Paso County, Colorado, that (1) it is
a shareholder of FMIC, owning Stock Certificate No. 1591 for a total of 6 FMIC shares in the
name of Oglebay Norton (“Stock Certificate”), and (2) a duplicate Stock Certificate be issued
by FMIC to Pioneer in the name of Oglebay Norton.

It is the responsibility of all bidders to make sure that they have obtained all
solicitation documents and addendums, and to include signed copies of each
addendum signature page with their bid

Pioneer is the lawful successor-in-interest to Oglebay Norton by means of entity acquisitions
and formal name changes.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
EL PASO COUNTY
/s/ EILEEN GONZALES
CONTRACTS MANAGER

Published in the El Paso County Advertiser and News
Pioneer has submitted a statement of loss by means of affidavit upon oath, that (1) the
Published On: December 2, 2020 					
Stock Certificate has been lost, mislaid, or destroyed, (2) additional searches for the Stock
December 9, 2020
Certificate by all parties and agents have provided futile, (3) the Stock Certificate is the
property of Pioneer and (3) the Stock Certificate has not been transferred or hypothecated by
Pioneer to any other party. Pioneer has paid to FMIC all current assessments upon the Stock
Certificate. Pioneer has made demand upon FMIC for issuance of a duplicate Stock Certificate
to be delivered to Pioneer pursuant to its shareholder ownership.
As a result of the demands by Pioneer, and pursuant to C.R.S. §7-42-113 through 117,
FMIC will issue on January 4, 2020 following the last of five publications of this notice by at
least 30 days, a duplicate Stock Certificate in the name of Oglebay Norton as registered owner,
with delivery of the new duplicate stock certificate to Pioneer as noted on the books of FMIC,
unless a contrary claim is filed with FMIC prior to January 4, 2020.
Pursuant to C.R.S. §7-42-116, upon the issuance of the duplicate Stock Certificate, all
rights under the original certificate shall immediately cease and no party may assert any claim
against FMIC, Pioneer, or any other party on account of the original Stock Certificate.
			Gary L. Steen
			
Manager of Fountain Mutual Irrigation Company
			
P.O. Box 75292
			
Colorado Springs, CO 80970-5292
			
(719) 598-9913
Published in the El Paso County Advertiser and News
First Publication: November 4, 2020
Last Publication: December 2, 2020

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in your “hometown” newspaper!
Call 382-5611.

YOUR NEWSPAPER! YOUR SOURCE FOR LOCAL NEWS, ADVERTISING AND DON’T FORGET THE COMICS.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

BOB’S TOWING IS ACCEPTING BIDS
ON THE FOLLOWING ABANDONED
VEHICLES:

The following vehicle(s) were towed,
abandoned and will be placed for sale:

2002 HONDA ODYSSEY VAN
VIN# 570011
1997 ISUZU 4D RODEO VIN# 304865
2004 TOYOTA 4D SCION VIN#1680901

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
VIN # 371757

UNTIL 5:00 P.M. DECEMBER 5, 2020
TELEPHONE: 390-5471.
Published in the El Paso County Advertiser
and News
Publication Date: December 2, 2020

FILING FOR TITLE
2004 Cadillac DeVille
2009 Honda Accord
2010 Chevy Equinox

VIN 138645
VIN 801228
VIN 393756

The above vehicles were towed by
Advanced Towing, 4526 Austin Bluffs
Pkwy., Colorado Springs, CO 80918
(719) 359-3272
Published in the El Paso County Advertiser
and News
Publication Date: December 2, 2020

NOTICE TO OBTAIN TITLE

2019 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
VIN # 837774
1996 FORD EXPLORER

VIN #B90205

2003 FORD FOCUS

VIN #236067

2010 HONDA INSIGHT

VIN #037607

2001 HONDA CR-V

VIN #011441

The above vehicles were towed by
Bug's Towing LLC, 806 Nichols Blvd.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80907
(720) 390-0145
Published in the El Paso County Advertiser
and News
Publication Date: December 2, 2020

TO SUBSCRIBE,
CALL THE
NEWS OFFICE
AT 382-5611!
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GUARANTEED ADS:

In this exclusive offer we will run your private party ad limited
to one item, until it is sold or 10 weeks pass, whichever comes
first. The one-time charge for these ads is $16 for 25 words
or less. Each additional word is 10 cents.

REGULAR ADS:

Regular classified ads cost $7 for 25 words or less, with no
limit on the number of items advertised. Each additional word
is 10 cents. Ask about running 4 weeks for the cost of three.
FREE, LOST/FOUND and YOUTH SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
ADS are FREE.

DEADLINE

To place your ad under its proper heading the deadline is
11:30 a.m. Monday. Ads placed after this time will be in the
Last Minute ads. Ads may be mailed to the The News Office,
P.O. Box 400, Fountain, CO. 80817 or call (719) 382-5611.
Mastercard & Visa accepted. If you need billing there is a
$2.50 billing charge.

ERRORS

Check your ad on its first insertion. If you find an error, call
prior to the next Monday at 10:00 a.m. for a correction in the
next issue. After the first week has passed, this newspaper is
not liable if the mistake continues to appear.

CHANGES

If you have placed a Guaranteed Ad, or your ad is running
for more than one week and you wish to make a change, call
by Monday at 11:30 a.m. to have it changed.

RAINCHECKS

For Garage Sale/Moving Sale ads only- if, due to inclement
weather, you are unable to have a garage sale that was advertised in this paper, you may call by Monday at 10:00 a.m.
to have the same ad printed again the following Wednesday at
no charge. If inclement weather affects only one of any number
of advertised days, you may run the ad again for half price.
(Example- your garage sale is Sat. and Sun., and you only cancel
one day due to bad weather). Call 382-5611 for more info.

LIABILITY

The publisher has no duty to investigate claims or test products, services or offers in advertising which might be false or
misleading. The newspaper is not liable for false or misleading
advertising.

CANCELLATIONS

To remove your ad from this newspaper before a scheduled
insertion, call by Monday at 10:00 a.m. Cancellations received
after that time will be complied with when possible.
If you don't find what you need in the regular classified section, don't forget to check the Last Minute Ads at the end of
the classified section.

SUBMIT ADS BY EMAIL

Classified ads can be by email. Send to ads@epcan.com by
noon Monday. Please provide contact information and you
will be called shortly after submittal for payment information.

FOR MORE INFO CALL

382-5611

FOR SALE
Zinger Electric Chair. Folds in half. Weighs
47 lbs. 719-382-8314.

FREE
2 towels, Stephen Curry basketball towels
with World Championship writing. 6948717.

The Fountain
Valley News
thanks you for
all your
support over the
past 63 years!

VA Expands Video Health
Care Access

Afraid to go into a doctor’s office right now
because of COVID? You’re not the only one.
Or maybe the nearest facility is far away, or
transportation is a problem. The Department of
Veterans Affairs knows this and is stepping up
efforts to keep us connected to our health care
team.
The VA has reopened five telehealth access
points after being closed down since April due
to the COVID outbreak. The Accessing Telehealth through Local Area Stations (ATLAS)
sites are part of a program to bring health care
to veterans in rural areas or places without good
internet access, the Anywhere to Anywhere initiative. ATLAS offers services that don’t require
hands-on exams: social work, nutrition, clinical
pharmacy, primary care, mental-health counseling and more.
The locations now reopened are at Walmarts
in Keokuk, Iowa; Howell, Michigan; Asheboro, North Carolina; Boone, North Carolina
and Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. In addition to
Walmarts, the VA has collaborated with Philips
North America (think small appliances such as
razors and soup makers), the American Legion
and Veterans of Foreign Wars. What these loca-

tions offer is a private room and encrypted video
broadband connection access for meeting with
VA providers, two very valuable services. The VA
had over 294,000 video appointments last year.
When you go to an appointment at one of those
locations, an attendant will check you in and help
solve any video technical issues, and then leave.
They’re not VA employees, but they are trained to
get you hooked up.
To learn more about ATLAS and see the full list
of locations, go online to VA’s Office of Connected Care at connectedcare.va.gov/partners/atlas.
You’ll find the town and state, address, telephone,
hours of appointments and the associated medical center. There’s also a list of future locations.
If you’re not able to stay at home for a health
care video conference, these ATLAS sites are the
next best thing.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Colorado Statewide
Classified Advertising
Network
To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado
newspapers for only $300, contact your local newspaper or
call Colorado Press Association Network at 303-571-5117.
WANTED

COLORADO PRESS
ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Cash for Mineral Rights
Free, no-risk, cash offer. Contact us
with the details:
Call: 720-988-5617
Write: Minerals, PO BOX 3668,
Littleton, CO 80161
Email:
opportunity@ecmresourcesinc.com

Buy a 25-word statewide classified
line ad in newspapers across the state
of Colorado for just $300 per week.
Ask about our frequency discounts!
Contact this newspaper or call
Colorado Press Association Network
303-571-5117
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Page 21

FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS / EL PASO COUNTY ADVERTISER & NEWS

CALL NOW!
382-5611 FOR RATES.
ADVERTISE HERE!
AS LOW AS $5/ A WEEK!
Bathroom Remodeling

Plumbing

Storage

R.A.Y. PLUMBING

FREE STORAGE

For all your plumbing needs.

Fixtures Faucets
Water Heaters
Disposals Leaks Clogged Drains

1 ST MO FREE W/2 ND MO PAID

BOAT-CAR-RV-TRUCK

390-5471

Estimates/Licensed & Insured

M-F 9a-5p

392-8985 or 491-2848
Scott R. Mathis
Maintenance & Construction
Fountain CO
(719) 641-3999 CE

**Licensed and Insured**
Specializing in repairs and
remodels. No job too small.

Your local handyman services.
We do it all.
Check out some of our work at:

www.mathisconstruction.net

Trees

...HERE’S MY
CARD!

611
382-5 o
t
Call
rates
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o
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rtise !
Adve
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o

wild whisperings

DRIVE THRU
ONLY

Photography & Gift Items
by Karen AuBuchon Johnson
For sale in the newspaper office.
Call 719-382-5611 to purchase.

CALL NOW FOR RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS ON THIS PAGE 382-5611
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King Crossword

Happy Birthday

December 2, 2020

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21) are
independent and curious adventurers.

Dec. 2- Dec. 8

Chrystal Blakeburn, Frank St. Louis, Karen Marshall, Thomas Strickland Jr., Sherri
Horstaman, Everett Webster, Donnie Wetzel,
Fountain Fire Chief Darin Anstine, Carmen
Frost, Asher Coleman, Anne Zabriskie, Jessica Nicole Manzanares, Christie Duncan,
Shegra G. Ebron, Della Nolan, Ruth Neverett,
Joseph Latham, Debbie Nichols, Jim Schultz,
Joseph Manzanares, Charles Newsome, Leona Zafereo, Anna Giles, Blasia Jones, Luther Sullins, Mary Kay (Mitzy) Babb, Cheryl
Chisholm, Dan Reimer, Vance Almeida, Kay
Kim, J.J. Juroska, Robert Anderson, Marilyn
Henault, Stewart Mastine, Louise Yule, Virginia Zink, Luther Sullins, Sheila Ponders,
Mary Ann Villa, Britainy Shelton, James
Louis Gordon, Mickey Montoya, Fred Street,
Irene Hoffman, Kevin Suddarth, Thomas W.
Slack, Chris Glommen, Billy Kellums, Norman Eck Sr., Rev. Thomas Rose, Ivy Rounds,
Ricky Johnson, Arley Shope, Connie Strickland, Jean Baynes, Williams Sellers, Cecilia
Sellers, Jeffery Warden, Mitchell Davenport,
Marvin Sherman, Peter Barilovich

Answers on next page

For Week of Dec. 7
ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might feel
that you have all the answers right now. But
it might be wise to listen to other ideas before
you decide to close the lid on other possibilities.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Bovines give
and expect loyalty, so it might not be easy
to reconcile with someone you feel let you
down. Why not ask a neutral party to set up a
clear-the-air meeting?
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Anticipating the
holidays with family and friends fuels your
must-do Gemini energies. But try to pace
yourself so you’ll be up for whatever comes
along later.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) More background information might come through
regarding a decision you expect to make. Be
sure to check the source carefully before you
move.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) The strong, nurturing nature of the Lion comes through this
week as you reach out to family and friends in
need of your warm and loving support.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A relationship that has almost totally unraveled
could be close to being restored with more effort on your part to be more patient and less
judgmental.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Your
sense of fair play is strong this week, which
can cause a problem with a longtime relationship. But in the end, you’ll know what decision to make.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You
might not know all the facts behind an unwelcome development, so keep that Scorpion
temper in check and resist lashing out at anyone.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21)
This is a good time to reinforce relationships
-- family, friends, colleagues -- that might
have been overlooked in recent years.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19)
Family situations continue to thrive. Business associations also improve. Some holiday
plans might have to be shifted. Be flexible.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18)
Avoid any influence of negative energy in this
week’s aspect by not allowing small problems
to grow into large ones. Work them out immediately.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A friend
might need advice on how to deal with a challenge to his or her moral values. And who better than you to give the honest answer? Good
luck.
BORN THIS WEEK: You have a sense of adventure that inspires others to follow your
lead.

ACROSS
1
5
8
12
13
14
15
16
18
20
21
22
23
26
30
31
32
33
36
38
39
40
43
47
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

DOWN

“Grand”
Letterman’s network
Out of control
Suspend
Weeding tool
Wise one
Killer whale
Lineage
Astronauts’ descent to
Earth
Locations
Comic DeLuise
Satchel
“Forget it!”
Nation
Lawyers’ org.
Sly one
Nay opponent
Racism, e.g.
Aden’s land
Bill and -Adams or Ameche
Clean software
Turducken, e.g.
Immoderate devotion
Met melody
Taj Mahal city
Trouble
Ring up
Lecherous look
Possess
Duel tool

Answers on next page

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
17
19
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
31
34
35
36
37
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
48

Valhalla VIP
Aesopian also-ran
Formerly
Landlocked African
nation
Amulet
Skeletal
Moment
Delegate
Dillon or Damon
Shrek, for one
Jailer’s janglers
Jacob’s brother
Plaything
Carton
Apprehend
Japanese sash
Witty one
Coquettish
Scot’s hat
Deli bread
Longing
To and -Eye-related
Forum garment
Second person
Intertwine
Senior member
Soap brand
Advantage
Drill
Front of a ship
Snare
Irritate
New Haven campus
Pair

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

1. TELEVISION: What kind of
pet did Robert Blake have on
the 1970s series “Baretta”?
2. MOVIES: Which 2002 movie
tagline was, “With great power
comes great responsibility”?
3. GEOGRAPHY: Which
Balkan nation’s capital is
Sophia?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
What day of the week did the
ancient Romans refer to as
“dies Saturni”?
5. LANGUAGE: What is the
word that stands for “N” in the
NATO phonetic alphabet?
6. U.S. STATES: Which state
features a body of water named
Lake Lanier?
7. HISTORY: When did World
War II begin?
8. MEDICINE: What is
trepanning?
9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How
many days did William Henry
Harrison serve as president of
the United States?
10. ANATOMY: What is the
largest part of the human
brain?
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Creative Corner

Robert L. Hinshaw
‘Round about eight o’clock each evening the
massive iron gates are closed.
The moon’s mellow glow shines upon uncanny
scenes that are now exposed!
Phantoms that by day lie peacefully in their graves
now freely roam,
Reliving mortal dramas when the earthly stage was
their home!
I’ve never witnessed such things but I’ve heard from
reliable sources,
That nigh midnight a spectral hearse travels about
drawn by ebony horses!
Six ghostly pallbearers march behind the hearse
chanting a mournful dirge,
As they escort the macabre procession and at a
gloomy crypt converge!
A spectral desperado is seen dodging ‘mongst the
moss-covered stones,
Chased by a sheriff clad in his funereal shroud
flapping about his moldy bones!
Old “Crazy Bob” Womack who discovered gold up
around Cripple Creek,
Sits on his stone guzzling booze and gazing
wistfully t’ward Pikes Peak
Pat Brady, Roy Rogers’ old sidekick, races about in
his jeep, Nellybelle!
Rebel soldiers scramble from their graves and loose
a fearsome Rebel Yell!
A gorgeous young wraith clad in white wafts to and
fro seeking her lover.
Adding to this eerie scene, perched in an ancient
oak, owls hoot and hover!
Ghostly figures peer from windows of the haunted
chapel on the grounds.
Grinning skeletons rise from musty tombs to make
their nightly rounds!
Helen Hunt Jackson, author of “Ramona” resides
here in her special nook.
She leans against her stone observing all, perhaps
researching another book!

Strange
		but True
By Lucie Winborne

* Adult mayflies have no functional mouth.
Because of this, they die of malnutrition. This is
an evolutionary occurrence that happens so aging
mayflies don’t pass on genetic defects to the next
generation.
* Steven Spielberg, who executive-produced the
film “Gremlins,” requested the effects team make
Gizmo’s fur orange and white to match his beagle,
Chauncey.
* St. Lucia is the only country in the world named
after a woman. Originally called the Island of the
Iguanas by early Carib settlers, the name was later
changed after French seamen were shipwrecked
there on Dec. 13, the feast day of St. Lucy.
* Ever noticed how some mass-produced ballpoint
pens, such as the Bic Cristal, have a hole in the
cap? No? Well, in case you someday do, now you’ll
know why -- it’s not just to prevent leaks, but choking as well. Lots of folks like to chew on pen lids,
and in the event they accidentally swallow the cap,
the hole ensures it won’t completely block their
airway.
* After an 8.0 magnitude earthquake hit Mexico
City in 1985, nearly all newborn babies survived a
collapsed hospital for seven days without nourishment, water, warmth or human contact.
* Major League Baseball umpires are required to
wear black underwear while on the job in case they
split their pants.
***
Thought for the Day: “Beginning today, treat everyone
you meet as if they were going to be dead by midnight.
Extend to them all the care, kindness and understanding you can muster, and do it with no thought of any
reward. Your life will never be the same again.” — Og
Mandino
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

NOW HERE’S A TIP
By JoAnn Derson
* Looking for a great cause for gifting this year? Go
to www.charitynavigator.org to find out more about
how your prospective charities rank in areas like CEO
pay, money spent on fundraising, etc.
* Need a quick batch of cookies? Keep a box of cake
mix on hand. Instead of the listed ingredients, add two
eggs and a half-cup of oil to the mix. Mix and shape,
then bake at 350 F for 10 minutes. They are really good,
and you can get pretty creative.
* Inexpensive gift idea: A cute holiday coffee mug with
a bar of chocolate, a packet of hot cocoa or instant coffee, a peppermint stick and a decorative holiday craft
pick. Place inside a gallon-size zipper-top bag, tie with
a ribbon, then trim off the zipper-top, leaving just the
plastic. Looks nice.

Thurs., Dec. 3
Partly Cloudy
Hi: 44° Lo: 25°

HAVE A
GREAT WEEK!

Sat., Dec. 5
Sunny
Hi: 54° Lo: 27°

Sun., Dec. 6
Sunny
Hi: 58° Lo: 30°

* Dogs and chocolate just don’t mix, so keep those holiday plates full of delicious chocolate morsels up and
out of the reach of pets.
* Use last year’s Christmas cards as gift tags on this
year’s gifts: Just cut out great-looking images and
write your own to and from on the back.
Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive,
Orlando, FL 32803.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Keeping busy this
winter

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Wed., Dec. 9
Mostly Sunny
Hi: 56° Lo: 29°

Layla is owned by Jessica Tye. Send in your pet photos to be considered for “guest weather
pets.” Email a jpeg, pdf or tiff file to karinhill@epcan.com or drop a photo by the office, include
your name & phone number.

* When holiday cookie time comes, I keep a plastic
pitcher of hot water in the sink. I toss cookie cutters
into it when I’m finished with them, so the corners are
soaking. They really seem to only need a rinse and a
quick brush-off afterward. Mine don’t get caked up
with dough. — D JoAnn

Winter is fast approaching, but at least we’re
no longer getting those constant election phone
calls, and the endless calls about signing up for a
Medicare Advantage Plan have ceased. The one
thing that hasn’t gone away is the coronavirus, and
our lives are nowhere back to normal. After we’ve
baked yet another loaf of pandemic bread and can
log on to a Zoom neighborhood chat with our eyes
closed, it’s time to look for other things to do.
Here are some of the things I’m checking into to
stay busy (and indoors) this winter:
• Becoming a remote reading tutor for a child.
This would be done via the school’s chat program,
so there’s no risk of transmission of the virus. A
school aide will send me links to copied pages of
books that my assigned child is learning to read,
and we’ll hook up while he or she is at school.
• Growing plants with grow lights. I’ve arranged
shelving in a spare room with space for plenty of
plants, both houseplants and herbs. The plan is
to have a mixture of small houseplants such as
pothos and spider plant, and give them as gifts
to neighbors once they are big enough to divide.
With fingers crossed, I’m also going to try growing
English ivy and asparagus fern from seed.
• Experimenting with pottery. I’ve been curious
about air-dry pottery, so I’ve ordered 10 pounds
of white modeling clay and a smaller package
of terra cotta. The reviews say it’s good for
sculpting and doesn’t require a kiln or baking
in the oven. If it works, I’m thinking of creating
jewelry and painting them with acrylics or trying
to produce miniatures of famous sculptures from
museum websites. (Rodin’s “The Thinker” seems
appropriate right about now.)
These projects should keep me busy over the
winter. How about you?

Mon., Dec. 7		
Sunny
Hi: 56° Lo: 29°

Tues., Dec. 8
Sunny
Hi: 54° Lo: 30°

Fri., Dec. 4
Sunny
Hi: 54° Lo: 28°

1. A cockatoo named Fred 2. “Spider-Man”
3. Bulgaria 4. Saturday (Saturn’s Day)
5. November 6. Georgia 7. Sept. 1, 1939
8. Making holes in the skull to relieve pressure
9. 32 10. Cerebrum

MIDNIGHT IN
EVERGREEN CEMETERY

“Layla,” this week’s
Featured Weather Pet

Hocus Focus

The Creative Corner accepts your poems, or other
short forms of creative writing. Share your talents and
thoughts with the rest of us, no matter what your age
or professional status may be. All items received are
used on a space-available basis. Send them to: The
News, PO Box 400, Fountain, CO 80817
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