Page 8

What Palmer
Started
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When
General
Palmer started building
his
railroad
south
from Denver in 1871
there were only a few
communities along the
way. As he laid out the railroad he started towns. One of the ways the new
railroad had to make money was to sell lots in the towns they started. The first
larger settlement on the way was Colorado City, but they were not going that
way. The railroad would build a new town.
The railroad needed stations about every five miles, mainly to stop for
coal, water, or merely to pass another train. The main thing trains needed
was water, and for that they followed streams. The discovery of gold in 1859
started Denver, which sat on several streams, one being Cherry Creek which
flows south to what we know as Palmer Lake. The Denver and Rio Grande
railroad would follow Cherry Creek. This led to an amazing spot, where there
was a little lake, and the start of another stream south. This lake, at a spot called
Divide, would be a natural. This spot would be ideal for a railroad station.
The next town was Monument, which was already a settlement. The railroad
follows Monument Creek and then Fountain Creek to the next established
community Fountain.
Here in Colorado, as almost all of the states west of the Mississippi, even if
you are not familiar with it, the railroad history was influenced by building
railroads. Out on the plains the towns were more like ten miles apart. If you
drive I-70 east from Denver you are following the first railroad to Denver
from Kansas, at least as far as Limon. From there you are following the old
Rock Island to Colby, Kansas. From there it is other railroads. I bet you never
thought about the spacing of towns. There is an exit about nine miles apart all
the way east.
Even though almost all of our little railroads are gone, almost all of our
highways originally followed an old railroad line. Down in the Arkansas
Valley, one of the new railroads being built in the 1890’s named all their towns
in alphabetical order. Some are gone, and some changed the name after a
while.
Oh, then there is Fountain, started in 1859, the Rio Grande arrived in
1872, and the Santa Fe in 1880, and much of the early growth was caused by
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Sixty Years Ago

(1962)

REPEAT CHAMPIONS
These 5th and 6th graders were repeat
Champions of 5th and 6th Grade Division
Football League and were under the
sponsorship of Security’s P&R District.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Fifty Years Ago

(1972)

SHERIFF TAKES OVER
LIQUOR STORE
Members of the El Paso County Sheriff’s
Office took over the building that
formerly occupied The Spirits House in
Widefield.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)
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Forty Years Ago

(1982)
HELPING THE NEEDY

Valley churches and service organizations
pitched in to provide food for needy
families in the Fountain Valley area for
Thanksgiving.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Thirty Years Ago

(1992)

RAISING THE BANNER
Claudia May and Mike McGuirk rose
the banner that hung outside Widefield
Homes offices during the food and toy
drive that was sponsored by Widefield
Homes and Fountain Valley News.
(Photo by Rick Wade)

Twenty Years Ago

(2002)

YOUNG MARINES DEDICATE
FLAG POLE
On Nov. 16, with approximately 100 flagwaving guests in attendance, the Colorado
Springs Young Marines Color Guard
dedicated the new flag pole at the Fountain
Creek Nature Center.
(Photo by Jerry Bahner)

