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Birds of El Paso County

January 12, 2022

By Doug Harling
Fountain Valley’s Bird Whisperer

Favorite finds of 2021

Black Chinned Hummingbird

Northern Shrike

PHOTOS BY DOUG HARLING

Happy New Year! I hope everyone was able
to make the best of a tough year. With so much
closed down, I found myself with a lot more free
time to spend in my yard and watching for new
birds coming through. It was a great chance to
get out more and hike for birds as well. I hope
you were all able to do the same. That’s the great
thing about nature, they can’t shut that down.
I saw many unique raptors I had not seen and I
had a couple of “lifers” in 2021.
Remember, a “lifer” refers to a species you
have never seen in the wild before.
I spent countless hours in my yard last summer and it paid off. The spring migration started
off in full swing with one of my favorite spring
migrators, the Bullock’s Oriole. I will write about
some of these migrators more as we get closer to
their arrival. Jellies and oranges are their favorite
food and I started putting it out and seeing them
in April last year. I was even able to get a couple
of pairs to nest near my home so I saw some
most all summer. Once you start seeing the Orioles, keep your eyes out for many other spring
migrators. Some of these birds do not hang out
in big groups so you could easily miss some very
unique birds. About two weeks after the Orioles
showed up, I started seeing some Black Headed
Grosbeaks. The Grosbeaks can be a bit more
elusive. If you do see Grosbeaks at your feeders,
they probably don’t stick around very long. Try
to watch the Grosbeaks and time them. I found
that they will come to my feeders, feed for a few
minute, leave and return about once an hour.
Most migrating birds are hit or miss. The more
time you spend watching feeders, the better your
chance of not missing them.
As spring moved to summer, I was pleasantly
surprised to see a lifer. A Green Tailed Towhee
showed up in my yard. Like other Towhees,
these birds feed on the ground and dart in and
out of shrubs and bushes. You could easily miss
the birds visiting your yard because they will
rarely stay up on a feeder. Although I have seen
Spotted Towhees, I’ve never seen one in my yard
so it was a nice surprise to see it hang around for
a few days. In fact, had it not been for me chasing the Green Tailed Towhee around the bushes,
I may have never seen it. As summer moved in, I
started spending a little time on the county roads

looking for raptors. Two of my favorite raptor
finds in 2021 were a Dark Morphed Ferruginous
hawk and a Rufous Morphed Red Tail hawk.
It does seem like I have been seeing more dark
morphed hawks this year than I have in the past.
While out hiking, I found another lifer. A Blue
Blue Grosbeak
Grosbeak! I first saw the bird from a distance
and I had mistaken it for an Indigo Bunting. I
tried using an Indigo Bunting call to attract it. I
Had no luck. I came home and put a couple of
the pictures I had taken of it onto my computer.
That’s when I realized it was a Blue Grosbeak. I
went back the next day and used a Blue Grosbeak call and I was entertained for hours by him.
The Blue Grosbeak may have been favorite my
find of 2021.
As fall came around, the focus on my yard
becomes mostly Hummingbirds. Although I’ve
had Black Chinned Hummingbirds in my yard,
I rarely get pictures of the males. Last year I
was lucky enough to get a few good pictures. I
truly love going out and looking for owls in the
fall. The leaves have fallen from the trees and
Spotted Towhee
owls are much easier to find. Last fall while out
looking for owls, I found another “lifer”! I found
a Northern Shrike alone in a tree out east. I have
seen Loggerhead Shrike’s in the summer but I
had never seen a Northern Shrike.
When winter starts to set in, I focus most of
my attention on the owls out in the country
and stock up on peanuts for the Blue Jays at my
house. One area I go to look for owls has some
Crabapple trees. About six years ago, I found Cedar Waxings in those berry trees. I have checked
those trees every year since and 2021 paid off.
The Cedar Waxwings are hit or miss. You might
have a flock of 30 of them one day and not a
single one the next day.
I tried to make the best of a bad year by giving
Black Headed Grosbeak
more time to nature. I hope you had a successful
year like I did! Here’s to a great 2022! Happy
birding…
Feel free to message me on Facebook, email or give
me a call if you observe behavior in birds that you have
never seen. If I don’t know about it, we can learn together!

Cedar Waxwing

Bullock's Oriole
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Rufous Morph Red Tail Hawk

Dark Morph Ferruginous Hawk

