Page 8

FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS / EL PASO COUNTY ADVERTISER AND NEWS

November 18, 2020

Hole in the
Mountain
I know a bunch of you
know something about
this hole. I have been asked about it several times over the years. I
recently heard another story about it.
There is a tunnel up on Pikes Peak that has an odd history. It
is often said it was going to be a railroad tunnel, or that it was
just a gold mine prospecting hole. It is called the Oil Creek Tunnel.
The tunnel is above Timberline, south of Glen Cove. People started
the tunnel before they found gold at Cripple Creek, which adds to
the confusion with going there! If it was supposed to be going to
Cripple Creek, the tunnel there would have been very long – over
4 miles.
The tale about looking for gold on Pikes Peak makes more sense
as to the tunnel’s location, and soon after the miners discovered a
few things about the mountain. There is no gold in the rock in the
mountain, and some of the rock is really hard. In the 1930s, a trail
from Glen Cove was built to the spot. Some of the old mining equipment was abandoned when they hit the water. The major item is an
old steam boiler. In several stories I have heard, it moves until the
strength of whoever found it gives out. I hear it was “lost” in the
trees for several years. The weather has caused most of the destruction of the camp, but I have heard of several interesting souvenirs
being found. There is still water coming out of the Oil Creek Tunnel.
However, this is not the hole I’m writing about today. This is
the famous hole under Cheyenne Mountain. It was dreamed up in
the 1940s, but not actually started until the 1950s. It really is a big
hole, and it was finished in the 1960s. It was the home for the North
American Defense Command (NORAD) to see what the whole
North American air defenses looked like. In the late 1960s our computer age brought big changes. Even bigger changes came when the
Cold War changed! For a while they even thought of shutting the
big entry door and leaving it, but today it is still used. The remains
of NORAD were moved to Peterson AFB, but every now and then
the modern use of the hole is mentioned. Maybe even some of you
work there. It is indeed a fascinating hole.

Sixty Years Ago

(1960)

WE DON’T CLEAN BILLY GOATS
A fascinating early advertisement for rug
cleaners, published in this paper’s early issues when it featured more advertisements
than news (hence the paper’s original name,
“The Advertiser.”) The opening headline may
seem like an odd way to get people interested
in your service. However, it certainly got your
attention, didn’t it?
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Fifty Years Ago

(1970)

HONEY SUNDAY
State Jaycees (United States Junior Chamber)
President Eric Cahn (left) presented one of the
honey containers sold on “Honey Sunday” to
Governor and Mrs. John Love. The Honey Sunday program sold honey across Colorado to raise
money for people with mental disabilities. Five
hundred honey containers arrived in the Fountain Valley for the big sale days on Nov. 15.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)
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Forty Years Ago

(1980)

STUDENTS FINISH SIGN
Members of Widefield High School’s student cabinet (left to right: Ray Rodriguez,
Suzie Hamiltyon, Ralph Johnson, Robin
Hall and Patty Jorgenson) add letters to a
sign in front of the administration building
near Widefield High School. The Widefield
Booster Club contributed the sign. (Photo by
Getchell)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Thirty Years Ago

(1990)

PEACE AND QUIET
This photo, taken Veterans Day 1990, shows
one of the many ponds in Fountain Creek
Regional Park. Many people visited the park
that day, which was still under construction
with other areas to be dedicated in the near
future. (Photo by Carl Wiese)

Twenty Years Ago

(2000)

PARADE HONORS
SOLDIERS, VETERANS
Members of the Dutch Nelsen Chapter of the
Korean War Veterans Association wave to parade watchers. The Veterans were one of several groups (also including veterans from WWII,
Vietnam, the Gulf War, and Fort Carson troops
recently returned from Bosnia), honored at a
Veterans Day Parade in Colorado Springs.
(Photo by Patricia St. Louis)

