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A Few Car
Items
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We think nothing of
using our computer to
renew our car tags. At
one time it was done
once a year, by everyone
at the same time! The earliest car plates were often home made. The first cars
did not have tags, and once there were many cars that looked alike, tags were
dreamed up. A hundred years ago Colorado already had over two thousand
cars!
The first homemade plates were home made of wood or leather! The regular
ones made by the state, were made of metal. The plates were often different
sizes and shapes in the various states. The states did not standardize sizes and
colors, or even have the name of the state on them. The car builders actually
forced that issue, but where and how many plates were to be on a vehicle took
even longer. Some states still only use one. During World War II some states
experimented with the first plastic and it was a big failure! Some were found to
dissolve in the rain; others were eaten by various animals and birds. For many
years bicycles and motorcycles shared the same rules for tags. Now they are
just a stick-on addition!
Railroad crossings in those days were not signaled; the roads crossed tracks
quite often. The state finally issued rules for crossing those tracks: Slow down
when approaching a railroad crossing: Look both ways and listen to hear if
a train was coming: Be extra careful if there is more than one track, because
trains could be going in different directions on the tracks: Exercise good,
conservative judgment at crossings, keep car under control, when in doubt
stop before crossing tracks.
Cars and trucks still get hit by trains. It is one of the worst kinds of accidents
you can be in. Even though there are gates, bells and lights, people try to keep
from stopping. A coal train traveling at 40 miles an hour takes more than a mile
to stop. Each of those cars weighs more than the average house! An average
coal train has over a hundred cars. We have several dangerous crossings in
this area. The new one up on Santa Fe is designed to keep people from going
around the gates, so some dummies drive through them. Trains from the south
are hard to see right there!
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Sixty Years Ago

(1962)

A&W ROOT BEER DRIVE - IN

Tom Kennedy, owner of the Kwik Shake
Inn, opened an A&W Root Beer DriveIn at 507 Security Blvd. the week of
May 7, 1962. A&W Root Beer is an old
established business, with 103 years of
successful experience.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Fifty Years Ago

(1972)

LIBRARY WORKSHOP
Security Public Library hosted a workshop
presented by the Arkansas Valley and
Plains and Peaks Public Library Systems
on May 3, 1972.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)
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Forty Years Ago

(1982)

TICKLES THE CLOWN

Tickles was featured entertainment at the
Grand Opening of the Widefield Homes
New Model on May 15, 1982. Balloons and
free gifts were provided to all the families
who attended.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Thirty Years Ago

(1992)

GET IT DONE THE OLD
FASHIONED WAY
Si Sibell and his team of Belgium draft
horses break ground for Acts 19:11’s new
indoor arena the old-fashioned way with
a picturesque view of Pikes Peak in the
background.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Twenty Years Ago

(2002)

DON’T JUMP THE ROAD!

A fire that burned south of Bradley Road
on Monday May 6, 2002 blackened the
hillsides and at one point, threatened to
“jump” the roadway.
(Photo by Chuck Holiday)

