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An
Interesting
Winter
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Back in 1933, there were
many things happening
in our area, but it was the
weather that was the big subject of conversations. Water was getting to be the
big problem in 1933. The areas east of the mountains were suffering with the
“dust bowl” of the Great Plains. Not much rain had fallen in the summer and
little snow fell in the early winter, and by December, 1932 the reservoirs were
getting low. Palmer Lake was dry and the lake at Monument was almost as
bad. Fountain Creek was nearly dry, too. The Johnson Reservoirs up off Powers
were dry, and there were many dry holes between Fountain and Canon City.
The newspapers carried requests to limit bathing.
As sometimes happens in this area, mid March arrived wet! Overnight two
feet of snow fell in the area just north of Colorado Springs. On the back side of
Pikes Peak, Cripple Creek and Ute Pass, everyone was stuck in deep, wet snow.
The roads, even the railroads were deep in the white. Trains were making it
from Denver to Pueblo, but not without delays. Even out on the eastern plains
the railroads were suffering from drifted snow. Before the storm was cleaned
up, another storm, nearly as bad, hit. This one hung on into April. Palmer Lake
was filling again, and Monument was too. The area streams were full.
The fear was from flooding, but as soon as summer arrived it got dry again.
One thing is certain, the TV weather people would have gone crazy with that
weather, not that this year is any different!
The storms had brought relief to the area. All the towns south of Denver had
barely survived one of the worst dry seasons since people had moved into the
area. It was a winter they talked about until 1935 when The Flood became the
story to tell!
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Sixty Years Ago

(1962)

LET’S COOL OFF!

The best place to cool off in 1962 in Security
was the Security Athletic Association’s
swimming pool. They offered free swim
instructions to members for both children
and adults.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Fifty Years Ago

(1972)

PIZZA PARTY
Our World, one of the bands that
participated in musical extravaganza,
went into action at a practice session.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Forty Years Ago

(1982)

THE BEST
OF SHOW!
The 10th Annual King Art
Fair on May 13, 1982, was
won by Charles Eddie Taylor,
left, and Peter Thomas Klein,
right, won Best Pottery
Award.
(Photo by Janet Miner)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Thirty Years Ago

(1992)

WALKING TRAIL
This bridge was constructed by some 70 plus
volunteers that enhanced a walking trail from
Metcalfe Park to the site of the School District
8 Sports Complex near Countryside and Little
Ranches of Fountain in 1992.
(Photo by Patricia St. Louis)

Twenty Years Ago

(2002) OUTSTANDING OFFICERS

Two outstanding law enforcement officers, one from the Fountain Police Department and one
from the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office, were recognized at the Fountain Valley Optimist Club’s
Annual Respect for Law ceremony May 9, 2002, at the Military Order of the Purple Heart building in
Fountain.
(Photo by Jerry Bahner)

