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Our Farming
Past
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Some of you may have
started your garden.
With the grocery prices
going up, it seems we
will have little gardens in
family yards all around town. You might be surprised as this ground we live
on has produced some pretty amazing crops, not just to feed a single family.
The soil, the climate, and weather all are pretty good for even commercial
gardens. Where you live may have been a commercial garden just a few years
ago.
Around Fountain, the idea of commercial gardens started early. In the 1880’s
and 1890’s most of the food eaten in El Paso County came from this area. Most
of these early farms have turned into neighborhoods. The idea of getting
food from Florida and California only started when the railroads looked for
customers. It took better canning methods, refrigeration and even freezing to
make large grocery stores viable. Even then this area produced large crop for
major food companies.
The crops of lettuce, asparagus, spinach, onions, radishes, cauliflower, corn
peas, beans and potatoes were among the most popular. The farms produced
enough that not only were the crops shipped all over Colorado, but to major
centers as far east as Chicago. One of my personal favorites was Joe Pallas
who regularly shipped cabbages from the Fountain area to France! The area
featured a number of green houses where “out of season” and early seedlings
could be found.
You may not be familiar with the name Pallas, but others certainly can still
be found in the area. Bonicello, Dandrea, Janitell, De Marco, and Cimino were
important names in vegetable crops in the area into the 1930’s. Curiously,
some of these families came here for totally different industries. One of our
familiar neighbors, Venetucci, an important farming family came here to work
in the area’s coal mines. Their home gardens grew into importance as the coal
mines declined. I remember when I started teaching here; there was mention
of homes in what is now Countryside, where large wild crops of asparagus
were closely guarded by the residents.

Sixty Years Ago

(1962)

May 4, 2022

HEAD-ON
COLLISION

This car accident
happened on April 25,
1962, injuring three. It
was published on the
front page of the May
4, 1962 edition. The car
was traveling on the
wrong side of the road
on Colorado 1, south of
Security’s entrance, near
Widefield Homes.
(Photo by Richard Edie)

Fifty Years Ago

(1972)

ARBOR WEEK
Arbor week was celebrated by planting a
Russian Olive Tree at J.A. Talbott School in
Security-Widefield.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)
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Forty Years Ago

(1982)

THERE’S A WOLF
ON THE ROOF!
This wolf on the roof was not from the
Humane Society, but they did have several
happy husky guard dogs waiting for a
home.
(Photo by Patricia AuBuchon)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Thirty Years
Ago (1992)
LITTLE SISTER NEEDED A HAND
Ciara Goodwin, who was a kindergartener
at Lorraine Elementary, got a helping hand
from older sister Shannon Phillips, 6th grader
at Aragon Middle School.
(Photo by Carl Wiese)

Twenty Years Ago

(2002)

SHERIFF AWARDS COMMISSIONER
Sheriff Anderson awarded County
Commissioner Jeri Howells an Honorary
Deputy status badge for her support of the
citizens of El Paso County and the Sheriff’s
Office in 2002.

