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When The
Lights Came!

FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS / EL PASO COUNTY ADVERTISER AND NEWS

We think nothing of it
now and it would cause
HUGE problems if we lost
it, but electricity came to
Monument and Palmer
Lake in 1932. It was all
because of an idea from a man from Kansas! It was not so much for homes, but
mainly to light the streets. Fountain, on the other hand, already had electricity.
Dwight Chapin of Wichita, Kansas, applied to both communities for a
franchise to build a power line from the closest available line. That line was
actually at Elizabeth, Colorado. The line his company built ran from there to
Greenland, where it split into one to Larkspur while the other to Palmer Lake
following the “Denver Road.” I have talked about the old road in the past,
but the original road followed the railroad lines between Palmer Lake and
Larkspur. The newer, shorter, more direct route was still under construction
in 1932.
New equipment was being installed at Elizabeth, along with bigger
generators needed for the new coverage. It would be ready once the new power
lines were finished. The primary function was to provide the street lighting,
but it was immediately available for residents in the communities, as well as
anyone along the new line. Many year-round residents and a few seasonal
ones were lining up to get the service. A few of the homes and farms had their
own generators, but most people were still using oil lanterns.
By late summer the construction of the power line was well in place. Crews
did not reach Monument until winter. At first the power was only on limited
times. Electricity generally came on in the late afternoon until about 10 p.m.
During the day the power was turned off as crews worked on the extension of
the lines. Even then, the demand was such that power was unpredictable. The
power plant at Elizabeth was rebuilt to handle the unexpected demand. It was
well into 1933 before power was available 24 hours a day.
The Flood of 1935 killed the power plant for quite a while. One thought
here in Fountain, at first we only had electricity during the day. It was quite
some time before it went 24 hour. It was a connection to the Colorado Springs
generators that brought that. The power plant was up on the north end of
Walnut, near the D&RGW railroad station.
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Sixty Years Ago

(1962)

THE NORSEMEN QUARTET
The Norsemen Quartet of Luther College,
Decorah, Iowa, presented a concert of sacred
music at Faith Lutheran Church in Security,
Tuesday, August 14.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Fifty Years Ago

(1972)

SECURITY BUSINESS
ELECTION
Security
Businessmen’s
Association
elected officers for the year of 1972 during
its regular monthly meeting. Left to right
are Don Morgan, Barbara Stevens, Don
Hammer and Ed Edmundson.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)
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Forty Years Ago

(1982)

GROUNDBREAKING
Former Fountain Mayor Harold
Thompson (middle) used a Caterpillar
earthmover rather than a shovel to break
ground at one of the sites where the
Fountain Townhomes are built today.
Joe Aragon (left) and Lou Edmonds
(right) stood by.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Thirty Years Ago

(1992)

WILLOW SPRINGS
PONDS TRAIL
Michele Majeune, superintendent of
administration for El Paso County Parks
(right), shook hands with Staff Sgt.
Tammie Catazaro during ceremonies
August 6 marking the adoption of the
Willow Springs Ponds Trail.
(Photo by Rick Wade)

Twenty Years Ago

(2002)

VENETUCCI SOFTBALL TEAM
The Venetucci Mets were an 8 - 9-yearold girls softball team. They finished their
summer softball league undefeated during
the summer of 2002.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

