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This Bud is
for You!

FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS / EL PASO COUNTY ADVERTISER AND NEWS

I was watching a show
on the History Channel
the other day about the
development of the beer
business. I could have
added to their story, if I could get to them! So I will tell you their missing part.
It so happens that some 30 years ago an advertising company started filming
a series of commercials about Anheuser-Busch. They filmed one of two, then
dropped the whole thing. One of those stories was filmed out in Simla on the
old Rock Island railroad. They even brought in a steam locomotive!
The fun part of the story is the connection to here! In the 1890s they started
selling beer in bottles. Some of those bottles were made in a factory in Old
Colorado City. Augie Busch actually lived in Colorado City during this time.
He got to be well known in the saloons in Colorado City. The glass factory sat
on a hill south of the town; today there is even a street named for him, near the
site. Making glass is interesting, because the hot glass was blown into molds,
by men called glass blowers. Most of the bottles were shipped east to St. Louis,
but they also bottled some of the beer in Colorado City for shipping all over
the west. That beer was even shipped to Cripple Creek, Denver, Leadville and
numerous other mining camps.
From the TV program I learned why. The beer, sold in big barrels, was being
diluted by some of the saloons that were selling it, by the drink. This had a
tendency to ruin the taste. If you bought it in a bottle, you could trust the
strength.
The glass factory, built around big hot ovens, caught fire several times, and
even burned to the ground twice. After losing the contract for making beer
bottles for Budweiser, it never made glass bottles again, and eventually was
torn down, but the distribution point here lasted until Prohibition in the 1920s.
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Sixty Years Ago

(1962)

YIPPEE KI YAY!
Rex Allen and Koko were in Security
August 6 as guests of Security’s
Businessmen’s Association. Rex, famed
movie, television and rodeo entertainer,
and Koko, observed his 20th year in
entertainment.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Fifty Years Ago

(1972)

NEUGEBAUER BARN
DESTROYED
A fire caused by lighting destroyed the
Neugebauer barn that belonged to Dale
and Stella Neugebauer, Mesa Road, east of
Fountain, in a sudden thunderstorm July
26, when lightning struck it.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Forty Years Ago

(1982)

KWIK INN
Mike Crocker was a Kwik Inn employee
sat on the sign ledge smiling, reminding
passersby that roadwork would not
halter their business.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

Thirty Years Ago

(1992)

WAITING FOR STUDENTS
The gladiator at Widefield High School
stood waiting for the students to return
for the 1992-93 school year set to begin
in August.
(Photo by Carl Wiese)

Twenty Years Ago

(2002)

POSING IN FRONT OF
THE WHITE HOUSE

Follow us on Social Media
Faceboook: Fountain Valley News
Instagram: @fountainvalleynews
Twitter: @fvn1958

In front of the White House in Washington,
D.C. were city of Fountain’s City Manager
Greg Nyhoff, Youth Councilmember Andy
Cummins and Mayor Ken Barela.
(Fountain Valley News file photo)

