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Pages of the Past (1958 - Present)

The Bates
Ranch
This story dates from
the late 1930’s when an
interesting bit of history was made public.
The ranch, near present
day Security, had been settled in the early days of the Civil War. J.W. Bates
had come from England about the time when the great Colorado Gold Rush
in 1859. He settled between Colorado City and Fountain along Fountain
Creek near where Old US-85 meets South Las Vegas.
The whole area was the scene of visits from indians. The white settlers
were regularly harassed by bands of mainly plains indians, who had used
this area as a seasonal residence. The story of the raids at Jimmy Camp, several miles from the ranch, have been told here before. However, this is just
part of the mystery at the Bates Ranch.
The Ute Indians, who lived mainly in Colorado’s mountains, used Monument and Fountain Creek’s as a trail. They generally did not stay out on the
open plains that much. The plains tribes were occasionally hostile to even
the Utes. The Manitou area was used by both the plains tribes, and the Utes,
as a resort area. It seems than this was not always the case, and stories of
problems between tribes at Manitou were told to the early white settlers. It
seems that a band of Utes were traveling along the Fountain when the chief
died. The plains indians generally used above ground burials, while the Ute
buried their dead. The chief was buried, along with his favorite horse, and
other artifacts, on the Bates property. This type of unmarked grave, even for
a chief, is quite normal. When the great chief Ouray died, for quite some
time his grave’s location was kept secret. Even that of his wife Chipeta was
unknown until it was decided to erect a joint memorial to the couple.
Over the years the Bates family kept the event quiet. It was not until the
1930’s that the story was revealed. The identity of the chief, and the exact location of the grave have been lost through the years. Since there has been little
development in the area, the grave may still be undisturbed. The ranch itself
has changed considerably in the last half century.

The First Issue of this Newspaper was Printed October 3, 1958
Fifty Years Ago
(1966)

Bikes instead of ponies brighten up the landscape in Pi-Ute
Park, Security, as hundreds of
youngsters search the area for
Easter eggs. This annual hunt
is sponsored by Security Businessmen in cooperation with
Security P & R District, El Paso
County Sheriff’s Dept., Girl
Scouts and Security Village
Volunteer Fire Department.

Forty Years Ago

(1976)

Digital Tour and Open House were
Interesting

Members of Fountain’s Chamber of Commerce, Fountain’s council and administrators were conducted on
an interesting tour of facilities at Digital’s Fountain
plant. Brown briefed the group telling his audience
that the company has ten plants in the U.S. with five
in other countries. It employs 30,000 people, with 170
being in Fountain.
Assembly Line - Carol Sedman, cable assembler at
Digital, explains her job to, from left, Frank Bustamento, assistant city manager, while Dave Brown listens.
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Thirty Years Ago (1986)
Security Girl Walks to Help the Humane
Society

1.

Shana Hetrick, daughter of Vance and Mary Hetrick of Security, with her collie mix puppy Kandi,
who she adopted recently from the Humane Society
of the Pikes Peak Region. Shana, Advertiser-News
carrier of the month last year, volunteered to take
part in this year’s 12-mile Walk for Mankind, in Colorado Springs. While filling out her entry form she
designated the Humane Society as charity of her
choice to receive 20 percent of her pledge earned
by walking in the nationwide event.

Locally Owned and & Operated!

Your House, Your Shelter
Twenty Years
Ago (1996) 2.
Wheat Field Rd. in Fountain
was cluttered with emergency
vehicles and support trucks last
week as investigators searched
a home for explosives. All the
residents of Wheat Field Rd.
were evacuated from their
homes while the investigation
was conducted.

Your House, Your Shelter

®

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Let us help you design an
insurance plan that’s right for you.
We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.

Agent Name

Agent Address
Agent Phone No.

Ten Years
Ago (2006)
1-800-SHELTER
ShelterInsurance.com

A Rarity: Twin Horses Born

Meet Sassy and Simon, twin paint foals,
a filly and colt, born Sun., March 18
at Michelle Messenger’s Performance
Horses training facility just south of Fountain. Twin horses are rare and breeders
avoid them because the mares usually
don’t carry them to term, aborting during
pregnancy or if delivered, the foals don’t
have a good chance for survival.

