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School
Districts

P a g e s o f th e P a st

I told this story
some years ago, but
I often get asked
about the school
districts and what
the numbers mean.
The county at one time had a superintendent, and the county was divided
into community districts. The school districts go back to 1874, and that was
the primary division of the schools. In 1900 Teller County was split oﬀ of El
Paso County Schools. After 1917 Colorado City gets merged into Colorado
Springs schools. It seems that most of the county superintendent’s records
before 1900 were destroyed in about 1907. In 1907 there were 86 teachers
in the smaller districts in the county, 63 of which were in one room schools.
There were four primary districts; Colorado City, Number 1, Colorado
Springs, 11, Fountain, 8, and Manitou, 12. All the others were secondary
in size. One of the diﬀerences was that only these districts had a high
school. The average salary for these teachers was $50 a month. In 1910
the eastern portion of the county was granted permission to build a new
high school at Calhan which was a Union High School serving all the rural
communities east of Colorado Springs. In 1903 there was a consolidation
of the school districts around Fountain, eliminating many districts with
only one school, a couple without any school at all! Just after World War
I the consolidation idea spread. District 40 and 23 combined as did 22,
52 and 55. District 3 absorbed the one room schools for Tructon, and
Drennon at this time too. Districts 32 and 18 consolidated in 1918 and a
new district was formed at Table Rock, near the Douglas County line. The
consolidation of Falcon’s schools into District 49 saw District 4, 24 and 17
go away. A later consolidation saw the schools around Monument, 5, 6,
10, and 19 including Table Rock, and later, Palmer Lake to make that all
one district.
The consolidations saw a better tax base for the districts as the county’s
population grew. In the years after World War II there were few
consolidations, but development of better schools as standard requirements
for schools and teachers were brought in. As the number of stronger
school boards and superintendents grew, the county superintendent was
eliminated in the 1960’s. The idea of consolidating districts into one comes
up now and then, but I doubt it will be done, ever.
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Queen of Widefield High School’s homecoming, Kathy Sugimura, senior at Widefield
HS, rides on the front of an auto in Friday’s
Homecoming Parade.
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40,000
away

Pumpkin

Give-

Milton Cheesman, 85, supervises the 40,000 pumpkin giveaway
at Venetucci Ranch in Security
this October. Milt, a Kansas native, has assisted Nick Venetucci
grow and give away pumpkins
for 15 years.
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The
At Shelter Insurance®,
we’re proud to have one
statements in the business.
So if you like the idea of
working with a company

Ten Years
Ago (2008)

footing, you’ve come to
the right place.
Ask me how our shield
can help protect you!

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com
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Upcoming
Poker/Toy Run
to benefit Fill
the Helmet Toy
Drive
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In celebration of the 40th Anniversary of
this newspaper, County Commissioner Jeri
Howells sponsored a resolution recognizour
ing Kathryn A. Wiese, her family, and all
of the News staff for the paper’s milestone
anniversary and their commitment to covering local news in the Fountain Valley
area. Ms. Howells is shown presenting
the
®
resolution to Kathryn at a recent meeting
of the Board of County
Commissioners.
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Shield!

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

An early kick off
recently took place
to help promote
an upcoming “Fill
The Helmet” Poker
Run and Toy Run
planned November
15, to benefit the Fountain Fire Department and Auxiliary’s annual Fill the Helmet Toy Drive.

