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As Simple
as Parking
Your Car

P a g e s o f th e P a st

In 1920 it was not
that easy! In Colorado
Springs,
every
summer thousands of
tourists arrived, and they were driving here. There were all sorts of driving rules
across the country. Each town had its own rules! It would be a few more years
before the states would take this in hand, and make it sort of uniform. It would
be another 40 years before some of the odd rules would be sorted out.
In 1920, here in Colorado most of the streets were still dirt. The cities like
Denver had paved a few in the business district, and oil was used to control dust
here and there. Parking a car was starting to be a problem in the cities. Some
areas had signs posted as to the direction you would park. Few stripes could be
painted, so the angled parking was usually quite bizarre!
Parking parallel to the sidewalks, where sidewalks were visible, was not done
except where streets were narrow.
Parking meters were just coming into big eastern cities, but, towns often
posted time limits on signs in the business district. Parking meters arrived in
this area just after WWII. The “meter maid” was invented, even though it was
often a young police cadet’s introduction to police work. He was to check on cars
that were in a space too long. The practice of marking tires with chalk started
about this time. The patrolman walked along making this little spot on the tires.
They had a route that took the time cars were allowed to be sitting in that spot.
There were also increased rules as to where you could park. They did not
allow parking in front of theaters, letting that space to be used for drop oﬀs
and pickups. The distance between parked cars was also deﬁned, as well as the
angle, usually 60 degrees oﬀ the curb (when there was one). Fire hydrants were
also protected, keeping them not only visible, but protected from getting hit by
some one parking.
In addition traﬃc rules were starting to appear, like which lane to turn a
corner, and no driving across the street to grab a parking space! Simple you
think. No, not to people who were just getting used to dealing with cars. They
even wanted you to go to the corner to cross the street! No, traﬃc lights were
generally a couple years oﬀ. In cities, a policeman, often another cadet in
training, directed traﬃc at corners.
Protests were the rule. It took quite some time for agreement on the need for
these rules. Many accidents happened, and if you drive, you still see most of the
rules broken! Tickets were even then seen as a bother not to be paid! Little towns
out in the country had little need for such rules, and a trip to town, with these
rules was often disturbing.
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Spooks on the windows

Halloween art work, done by sixth graders at Fountain East Elementary School, can be seen decorating
windows in businesses in Fountain. (1 to r) Jeannie
Neusome, Roberta Kaefer, Laura Ferro, Gaylene Trujillo and Mike Selvage show how its done. Instructor
of these little artists is Mrs. Iiona Hatch.

Forty Years
Ago (1978)
Cuts ribbon

The Honorable Ed Bryant, Mayor of Fountain
(r), cuts the ribbon at the
Sonic Drive In’s grand
opening in Fountain Saturday. Mel Postlewhait,
front row, on the Mayor’s
right, with a group of
well wishers, help officiate in the ceremonies.

Thirty Years
Ago (1988)
Going to
State playoffs

The Widefield Gladiators
have reason to celebrate.
They captured the No. 1
spot in the Metro League
after beating Doherty
High School last Saturday 28-21. The Gladiators ended their regular
season with a 9-0 record
and are headed to the
state playoffs.

Locally Owned & Operated!

Twenty Years Ago

Your House, Your Shelter

(1998)

Fountain Police Department
Neighborhood Watch Program

2.

implements

The city of Fountain Police Department recently was
awarded a grant to hire six more police officers, part of
which was for the purpose to become more involved with
community policing. Two officers were hired in September and four will he hired in January.
Fountain Police Detective Craig Sommerdorf is the coordinator for the program.

Your House, Your Shelter

Ten Years Ago (2008)
City of Fountain staff members looked more like superheroes, an American icon, political candidate,
joker, ghouls, pirates and more on Halloween.
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Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®
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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Let us help you design an
insurance plan that’s right for you.
We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.
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ShelterInsurance.com
1-800-SHELTER

