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Hermit of
Tenderfoot
Hill

P a g e s o f th e P a st

In 1914, a story
surfaced in the
Cripple Creek
newspaper that
was quite curious. It made not of a strange gent who lived up on the hill
above Cripple Creek. The newspaper called him “The Hermit of Tenderfoot
Hill”. He kept to himself, and rarely spoke to anyone. The unknown gent
seemed to be about 50 years old.
He was known to the residents of Midway, a little community high in the
hills. He had a cabin near the Jerry Johnson Mine. He had been in that cabin
since about 1910, and was quiet and law abiding. A few attempts to learn
more about him were about as successful as trying to get him to leave. The
earliest anyone could remember was the one morning when he was seen
walking through Midway toward Victor. The next day he was seen on the
same path. This became nearly an every day event, even in bad weather. A
few attempted to raise a conversation with him, but he rarely did more than
just keep walking. He did not respond to questions or comments, even to
smile or nod his head.
In bad weather, his routine changed little. A few of the curious saw him in
Victor, walking the streets, occasionally picking up a stray cigar or cigarette
stub from the sidewalk. A few of the Midway folk had visited the cabin,
while he was away. In it were only a few things, a broken down table and
chair, a mattress and pile of blankets served as a bed, a washtub, and a box
of ragged bits of clothing were about all there was. The washtub served as a
stove, as it was often ﬁlled with the remains of a ﬁre.
He occasionally was seen with lighter or heavier clothing, as the seasons
changed, and other than having long scraggly hair and beard, he was
fairly well dressed. No food was ever seen in his cabin, nor could anyone
remember seeing him anywhere eating. A few reported seeing him near a
few of the mines during meal time. The biggest challenge, for those who saw
him on a regular basis was to try to get a few words out of him. He solidly
refused to speak, even a grunt or nod. A few miners who visited the Midway
saloons had seen him late at night, but still, never speaking.
In following up in the story, there is occasional mention of him in later
newspapers, but without any more information than in this story. It seems
that a year or two later he just wandered away, as quietly as he had arrived.
The cabin was burned in a ﬁre in 1916, and only mention that it once had
been his residence, was much noted about it.
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Fifty Years
Ago (1968)
Dollar Sign Maneuvers

Widefield High School’s
band in its Dollar Sign
Maneuver at Boulder,
taken from its show “A
Dream Come True” presentation about its trip to
HemisFair ‘68.

Forty Years Ago

(1978)
Pappy Groff Gives Up Chair

FVSC Advisory Council from left, are Lil Taggert, Lucy Roth,
George Carkhuff, Ruth Critz - Chairperson and Lulu Blue.

Phayne “Pappy” Groff, Chairman of
the Fountain Valley Senior Citizens
since its formation, relinquished his
chairmanship on October 1 to Mrs.
Ruth Critz.
He was presented a certificate of
appreciation from the Department
of Social Services, El Paso County,
which cited his exemplary and outstanding services from August 1976
to present.

Thirty Years Ago
(1988)
Footballs that Just Say No
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1.
Locally Owned & Operated!

Security Albertson’s Manager
Gary Keil, left, is providing
Widefield High School cheerleaders with 500 tiny footballs,
including these two to cheerleaders Michelle Hubbard and
Judy Ann Martinez. Sporting the
Widefield colors of blue and
white, the miniature pigskins
have the Albertson’s and Gladiators’ logos on them as well as the slogan: Widefield Gladiators Just Say No to Drugs. Explaining the
purpose behind the unusual gift Mr. Keil said that Albertsons wanted to find ways to put emphasis
on the nationwide Just Say No Program.

Your House, Your Shelter

Twenty Years Ago

(1998)

2.

Your House, Your Shelter
Construction ongoing at site of new Fountain-Fort Carson High School

Construction of the new Fountain-Fort Carson High School building shown above
is on schedule
®
for completion on June 30,1999 to be ready for the 1999-2000 school year.

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Let us help you design an
insurance plan that’s right for you.

Ten Years We’re your Shield.
Ago (2008) We’re your Shelter.
Fountain is Broncos country...

A large crowd turned
out for the recent visit
from members of the
Denver Broncos Football Club to Fountain’s
Metcalfe Park, at which
visitors were able to
sign a large banner
showing their support
for Colorado’s famous
football team.
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ShelterInsurance.com
1-800-SHELTER

