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New Bridge
for Old

P a g e s o f th e P a st

This is the sort of a
new little concrete
bridge, few notice.
It replaces a big
wooden
railroad
bridge that was a
constant problem to the owners. It burned in ﬁres at least twice. It is on what
was a tourist attraction, now a heavily used street. In 1948, when this bridge
was built, maybe a hundred people used it a week. I bet that many use it
now in an hour! When it was built it opened up the north end of a popular
road, which had been closed for several years.
So, I am sure some of you may have caught on, but most of you, probably
not. This new bridge is at the mouth of Bear Creek Canyon. The big railroad
bridge cut across the canyon well before where the road is now located. It
was built in 1919 to replace one that burned. The ﬁrst bridge on the spot was
built in 1900 for the Colorado Springs and Cripple Creek District railroad.
It burned at least once before the ﬁre in 1918. The railway went almost six
months without a bridge, until a new one was built. The trains had to go
over the Midland Terminal to get to Cripple Creek for that time. A change
in ownership saw the bridge rebuilt, but the railroad stopped running in the
early 1920’s and it was sold to W.D. Corley. He thought about reopening it
as a railroad, but decided to convert it to a road. It was named the Corley
Mountain highway, a toll road starting in 1924. The Corley was renamed the
Gold Camp Road in 1939 when the forest service took it over. Many of the
old railroad bridges were still being used. There were several more up closer
to the meeting of the road up Cheyenne Canyon at Bruin Inn. All of those
were by-passed and removed too. In some places you can still see where
the bridges had been. Last time I looked there were no signs of the old Bear
Creek Canyon railroad bridge, even 50 years ago it was hard to spot. The
U.S. Forest Service had the new bridge built starting in 1947.
When the old timber bridge was torn down, the wood being quite sought
after, there were numerous oﬀers to buy the wood. Quite a bit of it was
probably burned in furnaces and ﬁreplaces. The good news was it had not
been treated with creosote, which helped prevent rot and bug problems. The
road was changed to match the new bridge, and that is pretty much where
it is today. Hard to believe that the railroad’s grade was barely ten feet wide,
and the tops of the bridges were more like eight feet wide.
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Forty Years
Ago (1978)
Snow removal equipment and crews are
ready for winter in El
Paso County. Above is
the crew, with 17 snowplow trucks parked behind them in the south
county equipment yard
north of the Four Seasons complex.

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
Mighty meal

Venetucci Elementary students eating the first
“Mighty Meal’ provided by Widefield District
3 Nutrition Services Nov. 23, l-r, are Douglas
Sokolowski, first grader; Tyronda Ruise, first
grader; Ramona Flores, first grader; Nicole
Hem, second grader and two unidentified
students. Each student was given a box filled
with a hamburger, French fries, an apple, a
cookie and a package of seeds.

Twenty
Years Ago
(1998)

1.

Fountain Valley
C.A.R.E.S. gives
35 Thanksgiving
baskets to families in the Valley
area

Locally Owned & Operated!

Give Thanks

Turkey and all the
trimmings were included in Thanksgiving baskets Fountain
Valley
C.A.R.E.S.
members made up for
needy Fountain Valley families. “We were able to do this because of the generosity of organizations
and people in the Fountain Valley,” a spokesperson said.
Shown preparing Thanksgiving baskets (l-r) are: front row: Security Lion Amy Megow, Esther
Simon, Belva Weimer, Lou Keeser, Pat McGowan, Dib Frohardt and Martin Simon. Back row:
Security Lion Harvey Bucholz, Shirley Robert, Security Lion Carl Kindsfater, Joyce Ward, Sam
Weimer and Virginia Mearns.

Ten Years Ago (2008)

2.

Running off the turkey and trimmings...

Thanks for the trust you have placed in my agency
and Shelter Insurance®. May we continue to serve
your insurance needs in the years to come.

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Brad Bruner (who finished 4th in the Fountain Creek LiveWell 5K Run & Walk on November 29) is followed by Benjamin Walth
(giving the thumbs up) who was the first
place youth finisher. Behind them are runners Ethan & Gary Horton.
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