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Our First
Big Theft

P a g e s o f th e P a st

Back in 1911 there
was a branch oﬃce
of the El Paso County
Sheriﬀ right here
in Fountain. It was
Harry Galbraith, and
he watched the southern half of the county. He was not very busy, but he did
solve one of the ﬁrst auto thefts in the area.
Harry lived on a farm east of town, and would come into town each
afternoon. His ﬁrst stop was the telephone oﬃce on North Main. Frank
Coigrove lived in the building, assisted by Mrs. Erickson, the “operator”. At
the time there were only about a dozen telephones in town. Galbraith did
not have one, and if there was a really important call for him, Frank would
go get him, otherwise they would take a message. Harry would get these
messages when he came into town. That is, unless there were no lights on
in the telephone oﬃce, when he would go to the Santa Fe railroad station,
where there was a phone. He would then call the sheriﬀ ’s oﬃce in Colorado
Springs to check for messages.
On this occasion there was news that a Ford had been stolen from a home in
Colorado Springs. Harry had chased down horse and buggy thieves, but this
was his ﬁrst automobile theft. He thought about something he had seen on
his way in to work. Out near Sand Creek, near where Metcalfe Park is today,
there had been a man from Oklahoma camping, with a couple teenaged
sons. They had a wagon, and they had already attracted Harry’s attention.
The boys carried riﬂes and knives. He was told they needed them to hunt for
food. They had established themselves as a “tough” lot.
There was only one automobile in town, owned by W.D. Riddoch, local
lumber and hardware man. Harry reported what he thought to the sheriﬀ ’s
oﬃce before he started a search. He found a Ford parked in a ravine on Sand
Creek, not far from the road east. He checked it over, and started to follow
a trail down to the camper outﬁt. As he approached the family was sitting,
eating. Revolver in hand, Harry stepped up and announced his authority.
The boys stood up, and challenged Harry, but he kept calm. In the end he
marched the two boys into town, and put them in the Fountain jail. The story
has an interesting turn at this point. I am going to keep you on edge, here.
You need to come back next week and ﬁnd the end of this tale.
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Light a candle

Fountain Valley Jaycees accomplished the
last phase of lighting the ballfield at Security Park and Recreation Center on November 30. Poles were erected by Fountain
Electric Dept. Employees donating time are
pictured above. They include Frank Bustamento, Bud Morgan, Delbert Chockley,
Larry Foster and Ron Martin.

Forty Years
Ago (1978)
Vic Colletti presents a
plaque to Stephanie Tschappat, Finder of the Yule Log
(left) and (right) Rufus
Marshall lights the bonfire
(center) flanked by Colletti
(l) and Low Francis (r).

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
Area Ostriches argue

We don’t know what one is communicating to
the other but these two ostriches were certainly having a disagreement about something
this particular sunny morning south of Fountain. Owned by Tony Cuchares and Richard
Coalson they are well taken care of and have
all the good things Ostriches need except
sand to put their heads in.

Twenty Years
Ago (1998)
1.

Locally Owned & Operated!

Kids “Shop With A Cop”
at K-Mart

Children from needy families
in the Fountain Valley area
went on a shopping spree at KMart Saturday. They were participants in an annual program
where K-Mart sponsors 20 children who get to pick out $20 in
merchandise.

Happy Holidays!
Shown (l-r) in back row are: Fountain Police Officers John Reffel, Mike Peterson, Derric Sebastiani, Van Leath and K-Mart
Store Manager Didi Ramondo. Shop With A Cop participants
are shown seated around Santa Claus.

Ten Years Ago (2008)
At right: Santa and one of his elves (Mark
Bates, 11) give Mariah Wilson, 7, and her sister, Laura, 5, some candy.

2.

Thank you for your business and
friendship throughout the year.

Happy Holidays!
®

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
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