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The
Modern
Airport

P a g e s o f th e P a st

In past columns
I have told of the
opening
of
the
airport, and how
it became Peterson
Field during World War II. After the war, like the dozens of airﬁelds built
for training military pilots, Peterson was closed, and in 1948, ownership
was returned to Colorado Springs. Most of the old barracks buildings, and
related structures were sold and removed. What had been the warehouse
area, served by the Rock Island Railroad, remained. It was decided to build
a new terminal building, as the old one was now actually unusable as such.
The new runways built for the military no longer lined up with the building!
The Army Air Corp and later the Air Force, had built a new operations
building to suit their needs, and the city looked at using this building as
their new terminal. It lacked wanted amenities needed by the public, but
there were already several airlines which wanted to serve Colorado Springs.
Once the ownership of the property was sorted out with the Wartime Assets
administration, the problem was with the Civil Aeronautics Administration.
That was the predecessor to today’s Federal Aviation Administration. They
were the ones who staﬀed the control tower, in the terminal.
A new paint job, remodeled rooms inside the terminal, and fenced areas
to control access to arriving and departing airplanes were installed. The
terminal waiting room was for about 30 people, with chairs left over from
military buildings. A parking lot for about 20 cars was paved next to the
building. Just after the 4th of July, 1948, the terminal was about ready for the
ﬁrst public service. Braniﬀ, Continental and Monarch airlines served the new
building, but this was only the start. A new, more modern and substantial
building was already being designed. When the new building was ﬁnished,
this building was torn down to become a bigger parking lot.
Imagine, all three airlines used the same counter, and a few vending
machines handled refreshment needs. You walked out to the airplane and up
a set of stairs that served all the airlines. Not only that but people drove the
8 miles from town to sit in the parking lot, just to watch it all happening. The
Korean War brought some return of the military training, but the terminal
remained a city operation. It was not until the 1960’s that the new terminal,
away from the military operations was built west of the airport. Oh, one
more thing, before WWII, you got to the airport on Airport Road. In 1948,
you drove out on Platte (US24).
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Teens enjoy dance & pizza party

PARTAC (Park & Recreation Teen Age Center) held a successful
dance and pizza party November 2, at the Community Center
In Security.
A live band furnished music upstairs while the Teen Center,
on the lower level, had ping pong, pool tables, juke box and
concessions available.

Forty Years Ago (1978)
Fountain’s Community Center
Dedicated

Sunday, Nov. 19, Fountain’s new community building on E. Iowa was officially dedicated in memory of George Saumure, Sr.,
founder of the project.

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
3,107 miles and more

Anton Geiger, 81-years young, ready to ride his red bicycle
through the streets of Security, Widefield and Fountain, visiting his many friends in the area, has a mileage counter that
has clocked 3,107 miles since March.
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Twenty Years Ago
1.

Denver Broncos’ Steve Russ
visits Lorraine Elementary

Locally Owned & Operated!

Strength of our
Shield!

(1998)

The

2.

Denver Broncos outside linebacker Steve Russ.
(#58), who is on the injured reserve list this year,
recently visited students at Lorraine Elementary
School.
Russ was the speaker at an all school assembly.
He also visited with students in Tammy Adams’
second grade class, having cake and ice cream
with the students and having his picture taken
with individual students.

Ten Years Ago (2008)
The Strength of our Shield!
Fountain Valley
remembers its veterans

At Shelter Insurance®,
we’re proud to have one

Vietnam veteran Jerry Bryant, President of the Fountain Retired
Enlisted Association, was surprised with the honor of receiving
the ceremonial flag during Fountain Valley’s Veterans Day ceremony. Assistant City Manager Dove Smedsrud (right) made the
presentation. Looking on (at left) is Fountain City Councilmember
Harold Thompson.
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Veterans Day event organizer Frank Montoya by the Mountain of Memories display of engraved bricks, saluting and remembering veterans and
service members.

