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Sheep
Problems

P a g e s o f th e P a st

Back in the 1890’s
there was big business
in sheep in this area.
I found a story that
goes to show just how
strange this could get.
The Seldomridge and
Pebbles Company, of Colorado Springs had sheep to sell, and had advertised in
newspapers as far as Omaha. A prospective buyer contacted Mr. Seldomridge,
a prominent Colorado Springs businessman. Now I’m not sure where all of
the sheep were located, but some were in Black Forest. This man by the name
of Wilson, in Nebraska, wanted 2,000 sheep. Oh, and Pebbles, he was from
Fountain!
At the time, most of their sheep had already been sold, but Pebbles has sheep
that were available and could be available. Wilson came to Colorado Springs
with letters of credit from a bank in Omaha, and other backers. He said cash was
short in Nebraska, but had security he could oﬀer, as well as cattle. Seldomridge
took him to his banker to work out the details. The process of securing other
credit for the deal took several days. The banker ﬁnally approved the deal, and
the sale was made. Wilson wanted to ship the cattle to Nebraska. The closest
shipping point to the sheep was Falcon. It took a while to get the sheep moved
east, but once on the railroad they had to go to Denver before they could go
east, because of the railroad’s shipping route. It would take several days to get
to Nebraska.
The bank at this time used mainly the mail to move credit information. It was
not long before word came from every direction that they had never heard of
Wilson. For many hours the El Paso County Sheriﬀ was busy sending telegrams,
trying to locate Wilson and the sheep. The sheep were easy to ﬁnd, reporting that
some had gone to Omaha and others to Chicago. A few days later a telegram
from the police in Omaha let the local sheriﬀ know that Wilson was in jail. He
was caught with most of the money, and a few unsold sheep. The banker from
Colorado Springs went to Omaha to recover what he could. Wilson had already
sold most of the sheep and had made a tidy proﬁt in the deal. That money, after
paying the shipping bills, more than covered the losses from Seldomridge and
Pebbles. The remaining sheep were sold in Omaha. It was hoped that Wilson
could be brought to Colorado Springs to stand trial, but it was discovered that
there were already charges against him in Nebraska!
I have been unable to track any other information on the events, but it seems
like he spend some time in prison in Nebraska. In the end Seldomridge and
Pebbles, and their banker became a lot smarter about sophisticated about
dealing in sheep.
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Christmas Lighting Contest winners picked-

Fountain Valley Jaycees, Fountain Valley Glass Co., and
Knights of Columbus announced winners of the Christmas
Lighting Contest last week. Judging took place Dec. 13 with
each of the sponsors providing judges. Taking first place
in the 19 entries were Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Tracey, 553 Ponderosa, Security.

Forty Years Ago (1978)
Frosty, The Snowman came to life in the yard of
the DeChane family at 140 Security Blvd., Security,
on Dec. 13. Mrs. Maryanne DeChane and her son,
Todd, 4 1/2 years old, built this big fellow in about
an hour. Husband, Bob, probably supervised from
the sidelines. When asked whether he shouldn’t take
‘Frosty’ inside at night so he wouldn’t get cold, Todd
replied, “Of course not - he’d melt!”

Thirty Years Ago
(1988)
Starry Eyes

Santa looks thoughtful as this starryeyed youngster tells him what she
wants for Christmas at the party held
Sat. Dec. 10 in the Dean Fleischauer
Center in Fountain. The party, attended by 351 youngsters, was sponsored by Fountain Valley Optimists
and Fountain Chamber of Commerce.

Twenty Years Ago

(1998)

All I want for Christmas is....

Lauren Westover. 7, daughter of Pamela Westover, Fountain. granddaughter of Linda McGee
of Fountain, great-grandaughter of Jose Mestas,
Fountain, and Santa Claus wave hello while at
the Kwik Inn, Security, last Thursday.
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Merry Christmas
Thank you for your business and
friendship throughout the year.
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Ten Years Ago (2008)(Agent Name)

Eight-month-old Evie Trujillo seemed pretty
im(Address)
pressed by the jolly guy in red when
she
met
(Phone No.)
Santa Claus for the first time while visiting the
Security Fire Station during the department’s anWe’re
your
Shield.
We’reof
your
Shelter.
nual open house.
Evie
is the
daughter
Cyrena
Fresquez and Keith Trujillo, the granddaughter
of Marianne McBride and Ron Fresquez; and
Lori and Keith Trujillo. Evie’s maternal greatgrandparents are Joseph (and the late Frances)
Fresquez and longtime Fountain residents Renate
and Ralph McBride.

