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The Story
Gets Good

P a g e s o f th e P a st

Last week I left
you with Deputy
Harry
Galbraith
bringing three men
to the Fountain Jail.
He had rounded up the man from Oklahoma and his two sons at their
camp out on Sand Creek. He was carrying their riﬂes and knives, walking
behind them as they headed for the Fountain Jail.
The Fountain Jail was not much of a building at the time, basically a
board shack, about eight feet square, and one door, no windows. It sat
ﬂat on the ground, anchored to several iron stakes driven into the ground.
It rarely got used, probably weeks or months before. The surprise was, it
was GONE!
The crew was marched up Main Street to Monk’s Hardware Store. Sitting
them down next to the stone wall, Harry had a couple men watch them
while he called the sheriﬀ ’s oﬃce in Colorado Springs. It took several
hours, but a big car arrived with the sheriﬀ and a deputy. The three were
taken to Colorado Springs. Harry and Mr. Riddock went back to recover
the Ford. Harry knew nothing about cars, so he needed help. The car was
then driven to Colorado Springs. In looking over the camp a few days
later, guess what they found?
In the old wagon was a stack of boards, which greatly resembled the
boards that were used in building the jail! Harry called the sheriﬀ ’s oﬃce
to report this part of the case. It seems the men had already been released!
The Ford was returned, and they had no other charges. When Harry went
back to check the camp, the tree and their wagon was already gone, too!
Not long after this a new jail was built. I am not sure, but this may be
when the jail that was built out of poured concrete was built. Called a
“grout” building, the Fountain jail survived for a long time. This indeed
may be why this was done.
Over the years Fountain had a town marshal in addition to a deputy
sheriﬀ. Harry did not last long as a peace oﬃcer and spent many years as
a newspaper feature writer, much like this author. He told this crime story
in a newspaper column in 1948.
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December 5, 2018

( 1 9 58 - P r e s e n t )

T h e F i r s t I s s u e o f t h i s N e w s p a p e r w a s P r i n t e d O c t o b e r 3 , 1 9 58
Fifty
Years
Ago
(1968)

Forty Years Ago (1978)
Snows fun - but hard work, agreed, from left,
Vance Almeida, 11, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Almeida, and Manny Chavez, 10, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Rudy Chavez, Security. They collapsed on
the bank of snow they piled up, relaxing against
their shovels for a brief rest before snowballing
their little friend across the street. Others were
observed cleaning up after the big snow, but
some objected to being photographed.

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
Decorating the tree

Cub Scout Pack 275 members gather
around the tree they helped decorate with
their own craftwork. L-R, back, are Micah
Laffler, Patrick Burnett, Jason Laffler and
Jason Cuppy; middle, Chana Malone,
Blake Andrews, Todd Andrews and Brian
Andrews; front, Charlie Clapp, Chris Copeland and Donny Easter.

Locally Owned & Operated!

1.

Happy Holidays!

Twenty Years
Ago (1998)
Shown (l-r) are Grinde Manor
residents, Elmer Jennings, Helen
Devore and Altagean Lardie as
they are served a Thanksgiving
dinner by Student Council members Jeff Buscemi, Cassie Jurgersen, and Christie Carl.

2.
Ten Years Ago (2008)
Thank you for your business and
friendship throughout the year.

The Trojanaires perform.

Happy Holidays!
®

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
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