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P a g e s o f th e P a st

Cars on
Pikes Peak
This summer has
been interesting for
the crews who work
at the shops along
the highway up the
mountain.
No trains, except for an occasional maintenance train on the cog, lots of
workmen at the new summit house location, and shuttle buses. It is too
early to tell the story of the summit this year, maybe later.
This is the story of the ﬁrst car to the summit that was done here many
years ago, but, this is a bit more. It was done in a new Stanley Steamer
in 1901 and the car actually went up the railroad tracks! I have seen pictures of it on the steps of the summit house. In 2001 they drove a recreated Stanley, but they went up the highway! In 1920, as a publicity stunt,
one of the hill climb racers took a stock Paige automobile up the railroad
tracks.
The railroad gets up to climbing 25 feet in a hundred feet, much steeper
than the highway. The car’s wheels were just outside the four feet, eight
and a half inch spaced track (called standard gauge). The car had to negotiate over several spots where there were switches in the track. This
had to be done slowly and carefully. Most of the trip was done in low
gear, but up in the middle of the trip, second was possible. The speed
was from ﬁve miles an hour, up to eighteen miles an hour for the fastest.
It had to be bone shattering as the car bumped along on the ties and ballast. By the way, the fastest the train gets on its way up is 10 mph.
A train followed the car up the line as not one but two ﬁlm crews recorded the event! The Paige Automobile Company intended to use these
ﬁlms in advertising their automobiles. They had rented the railway, and
the train. Once the car reached the summit, it was taken down the road.
It took two sets of tires to get up the mountain. The rocks and the track
did a tremendous job of chewing up the rubber. I suspect yet another
set was used to go down the road, but nothing is said in the newspaper
items covering the day.
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Miss Fountain Valley, Terry Killen, (r) and her alternate, Toni Curry, graced
the Bronc Days parade in Green Mountain
Falls on Saturday. They rode in the parade
in a white convertible loaned for the occasion by Lloyce Rhule of the Cavalier Riding
Club. It was driven by Mary Olson, member
of the board of directors of Fountain Valley
Fine Arts Association (FVFAA). The Association co-sponsored the Queen’s Pageant with
Fountain’s Chamber of Commerce.
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Giving Thanks The only candidate to unseat an incumbent in races for a commissioner’s
seat in El Paso County, Jeri Howells, affixes a
Thank You message to her campaign sign last
Wednesday morning. Mrs. Howells, area resident since 1959, brings over 20 years business
experience to the commissioners office.
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Record rainfall leaves Security
streets underwater Floodwaters
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washed this compact car and a section of fence past Kwik Inn on Main
Street Security. According to Kwik Inn
Manager Brenda Boutte, the car finally
came to a stop near Century 21 Academy Realty’s office down the street.
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gether to show
their loyalty to
Colorado’s
famous
Denver
Broncos by donning the blue and
the orange and
gathering in front
of City Hall last
week. They did
so in an effort to
draw the interest (and hopefully a visit from) the Denver Broncos. Joining them Fountain’s Poet
Laureate Frank Montoya. Pictured lying down in front, drawing the wrath of the crowd of Broncos
fans is Fountain Fire Chief Darin Anstine who arrived wearing a Raiders jersey.

