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Horse Trouble
I’ve done stories
about some of the
stories of unusual
characters I have
learned about in the
past, but this one
might be about his
horse! This one starts
in police court in
Colorado Springs in the early 1890’s. An old cowman had been up in Ute
Pass herding a few cows.
It seems this “ranchman” had been grazing cows up in the hills, near the
booming town of Divide. This was about when Cripple Creek was just
getting going and there was getting to be a lot of new people in the area. He
started to moved his cows down onto the plains again. He had bought a new
wagon and horse during his time up in the hills. The big problem was the
horse, it was stubborn and balky like a mule. He would go for a while but
then stop and refuse to move. It took almost a week to get his herd down to
Colorado City.
From Manitou, it took almost all day to get to Colorado City where he
bought himself a bottle of local ﬁre water. He found a spot near the junction
of Fountain and Monument creeks and set up camp. After getting things
settled he proceeded to enjoy the liquid in the bottle. After a bit of entertaining
his horse and cows with a few songs he knew, he crawled into the back of the
wagon, which had a bed of hay.
He was awakened by a Colorado Springs policeman, who escorted him to
the comforts of the jail. It seems the landowner and a few other neighbors did
not appreciate his visit. In the morning he was still under the inﬂuence of his
liquid refreshment when he met the judge. He explained that he had hopes
of already being at his home further east, but his new horse had slowed the
trip. The progress had taken much longer than planned, thanks to the horse.
His stopping at this spot was nothing new, he had been there many times
in the past. The judge explained that the stop was not a good place anymore,
and his night had disturbed the peace and quiet of the area. The town was
growing and he would have to ﬁnd another spot if he was going to do it
again. After paying $5 to the court he returned to his cows and his horse and
wagon, and headed down toward Fountain. It was normally an easy ride,
but the horse continued to cause delays.
I suspect the horse was soon traded or sold. So far in the old police
reports in the newspaper I have not found this gent’s name in any repeat of
this incident. Perhaps this fellow decided that his trips to the mountains
were not worth the eﬀort.
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Thirty Years Ago
(1988)
School is starting in the
Fountain Valley
Outfitted with fresh school supplies, lunch-boxes, and new clothes
for the school year, area students
in Kindergarten thru 12th grade
are back in their classrooms.

King Elementary first grade teacher Mrs. Cynthia Turner meets with
Julie Hoscheit, third grader, and
her sister Emily, first grader.
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Locally Owned & Operated!

Twenty Years Ago

Your House, Your Shelter

(1998)

Christian Church of Security
dedicates ground for new
church

2.

Last Sunday a large crowd gathered
to celebrate ground-breaking ceremonies for the new Christian Church of
Security soon to be built on a 16-acre
parcel at the corner of Hancock Expressway and Bradley Road.

Your House, Your Shelter

Church members share in vision for churches’
future

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Members of the Christian Church of Security lay cards with
Let us help you design an
their hopes, dreams and visions for the new church in a
insurance plan that’s right for you.
basket at the foot of a cross after the first worship service
your Shield.
at the site of its newWe’re
location.
We’re your Shelter.

Ten Years Ago (2008)
Harold and Elva Orcutt
Lead the Community once more...
At The Start Of Fall Festival Parade

Grand Marshals of Monday’s Fall Festival Parade, Harold and Elva Orcutt sat on their couch, elbows touching,
in their tidy Fountain home.
Harold was entertaining with his free flowing easy humor,
and Elva accented each of his jokes with a wry shake of
her head. Their 68 years as man and wife has perfected
their timing. Each plays off the other in perfect harmony.
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