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Pages of the Past (1958 - Present)

In August of 1895,
without warning, the
boiler in the basement
of the Gumry Hotel
exploded. In the
building’s ruins were
several prominent people. One was Peter Gumry, owner of the hotel and
superintendent of construction of the new capitol building. His assistant in
the capitol project, R.C. Greiner, was also lost. A conductor for the Rock Island
Railroad and others were staying in the hotel, which after burning collapsed
into a pile of rubble.
There were rumors that it was not an accident, but done to stop construction
on the capitol building. The ﬁnal decision was, that it was a fault caused
possibly by a 17-year-old boy! Elmer Pierce had been temporarily charged
with watching the boiler. It is thought his inexperience using the injector,
putting fresh cold water into the hot boiler caused the blast. Somehow he
escaped the building, and was later found among the spectators!
Lost in the explosion was another prominent Colorado statesman, General
Charles Adams of Colorado City. His home on West Colorado Avenue has
been featured in many stories here. He was credited with assisting in attracting
many of the industries in Colorado City, from the Glass Works, Manitou’s
mineral water companies, the paint factory and others. His wife survived, as
she was at home at the time. His name was originally Schwanbeck, but when
he took citizenship in this country he changed his name to Adams.
He came to Colorado after the Civil War, where he reached the rank of
General in the Union Army. He served in the twenty-ﬁrst Massachusetts
infantry and later in a cavalry unit. He was mustered out at Fort Marcy in
New Mexico. He ﬁrst traveled to Denver and served in the state’s Indian
service. He was later in the inspection department of the government’s postal
service. President Arthur appointed him to be the Ambassador to Bolivia.
He served one term and returned to Colorado for two of the state’s most
interesting events.
Upon returning to Colorado he resumed working in the postal inspection
service, but he was called upon to help in the negotiations with the White
River Utes after the Meeker Massacre and help obtain the release of the three
women captured by the Utes. Later he was involved in the case against Alferd
Packer, the man who ate his companions in the San Juan Mountains.
In this area he was called upon to help with early mine-labor problems in the
Cripple Creek District. Mrs. Adams lived in the house at Adams Crossing for
many more years. If you drive Colorado Avenue to Manitou there is a huge
construction project. This spot is Adams Crossing!
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The First Issue of this Newspaper was Printed October 3, 1958
Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Sea Lions Trophy

This trophy (at right) was won by Security Park and Recreation Sea Lions at
the Pikes Peak Invitational Swim Meet held in Security on August 24 and 25.
Gary Seems was the only three-event winner Sunday in the two-day meet. He
led the Security Sea Lions to the second place trophy.

Forty Years Ago (1978)
Mathew Hughson snoozes on his handlebars while his pal,
Werner Lengacher, takes a break after an exciting day of activities at the Labor Day parade.

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
Riderless Horse: a tribute to
Tony Cuchares, Sr.

The riderless horse in Monday’s Fountain Fall Festival Parade belonged to the
late Tony Cuchares, Sr., long-time local rancher and dairyman, who passed
away last month. Mr. Cuchares was a
regular in the Festival parade of years
past and was greatly missed this year.
Frank Murr, left, was a long- time friend
of Tony’s who rode with him often. Leslee
Ragan, right, worked for Mr. Cuchares
and accompanied him to horse shows
and sales.

Locally Owned & Operated!

Strength of our
Shield!

Twenty Years Ago
(1998)

The

Venetuccis receive
Silver Spur Award from
Pikes Peak Range Riders

Nick and Bambi Venetucci, long-time
residents of Security, were recently
presented the 1998 Silver Spur Award.
This award is given each year by the
The
of our Pikes Peak Range Riders to community members for outstanding community service.
Nick and Bambi said they were told
this was the first time the award was
ever presented to a couple
in the 50
®
Nick and Bambi Venetucci show the Silver Spur Award they years it has been presented.
were recently presented by the Pikes Peak Range Riders.
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Strength

At Shelter Insurance®,
we’re proud to have one
statements in the business.
So if you like the idea of
working with a company

Ten Years Ago (2008)

footing, you’ve come to
the right place.

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!!
Henke reaches the Mississippi River,
while carrying message of hope and
raising funds for cancer patients as he
treks across the miles

Ask me how our shield
can help protect you!

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Fountain Valley’s own John Henke, who was featured in this newspaper last week after he set out
on a one-man bicycle journey “No Regrets- Part
Two,” to reach the Mighty Missisissippi River
reached his goal in 10 days, crossing the state of
Missouri in only two days.

Shield!
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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

