PAGE 8

August 8, 2018

FOUNTAIN VALLEY NEWS / EL PASO COUNTY ADVERTISER AND NEWS

P a g e s o f th e P a st

The Plaster
Business in
Manitou
I have talked about
the plaster business
in Manitou and
Colorado City. In January, 1921 the Manitou plaster mill was just getting
cranked up again. They used to say that Manitou was a “little mountain
resort.” The town had just opened an industry which promised to surpass
almost every other enterprise of a commercial nature in the Pikes Peak region.
Not that they had planted lime trees in Manitou, but the lime deposited in
huge rocks up through Ute Pass and in many of the canyons around the
town.
A plant was erected just above Minnehaha Avenue, starting in June, 1920.
There were three kilns and a dehydrating plant. The capacity per day was
from 40 to 50 tons of plaster. It cost $100,000 to erect the plant, according to
J.C. Roberts, president of the Western Lime company, which built it. Some 20
men were employed. Prior to the opening of the plant, all the lime products
used in Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska and other nearby states came either
from Missouri, Texas, Idaho or Utah. Now the big supply was here at home.
The supply of limestone in Ute Pass along the Midland Terminal railroad,
and in Williams Canyon and other points near Manitou was so great that
if they ran a much larger plant at full capacity every day and night for 100
years hardly any diﬀerence would be noticed in the amount of limestone
still remaining. The objection to a factory of any kind in Manitou because
of the idea that factories mean dirt and smoke, was countered by using
electricity. They installed three 30 horsepower electric motors, a number of
20 horsepower and some 10 horsepower motors. It ran a large shaft through
the plant and turned all machinery with electricity. With the hydroelectric
plant on Ruxton, the lime kilns got ﬁrst chance of the power right from the
slopes of the Rockies.
Anyway, Manitou from the earliest days of the pioneers, had a lime
industry. After World War II the kilns were closed, the buildings abandoned
and soon the business was almost entirely forgotten. A newer operation ran
to the 1960’s. It was up near Pikeview, north of Colorado Springs, where
Rockrimmon starts. Some of the newer equipment from Manitou was
moved over here, but most of it was more modern than that facility. The new
plant used stone from the quarry just north of Garden of the Gods, which is
now slowly being hidden. If you live in an old house with plaster walls, that
plaster could have come from Manitou!
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Hollywood Shops at Anthony’s

Yes, Sir, We Have ‘Em * Gene Holt, manager of C. R. Anthony’s in Security, assures
Paramount Studios that he can supply them
with hats for use in their motion picture “The
Lawyer”.
Hollywood’s Paramount Studios came to the
C. R. Anthony’s Store in Security to get nine
western hats for use in the picture, “The Lawyer” currently being filmed in the Pikes Peak
Region.

Forty Years Ago (1978)
Wins Myron Stratton Award

The Fountain Valley Queen’s Float, jointly
sponsored by Fountain Chamber of Commerce
(FC of C) and Fountain Valley Fine Arts Association (FVFAA), was selected as winner of the
Myron Stratton award in the Pageant Parade of
the Rockies last week. The float which featured
a huge horseshoe lettered Lady Luck. On it,
in Early American clothes were Miss Fountain
Valley, Terry Killen, standing and seated, Laura
DeGroot, (2nd alternate), Toni Curry (1st Alternate) and Diane Musgrave (Miss Congeniality).
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Fireman and Fireman’s Friend

Joe Streiff, left, 75 years after the newly formed Fountain Volunteer Fire Department thrilled him with their modern technology, receives a department
ball cap from Capt. Bill Owens, who
has taken a personal interest in researching Fountain Volunteer Fire Department history.
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At Shelter Insurance®,
we’re proud to have one
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So if you like the idea of
working with a company

Back to school..

footing, you’ve come to
the right place.
Ask me how our shield
can help protect you!

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
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Strength of our Shield!

“floating island” shown above and while in an inflatable ring.

statements in the business.
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Cyrena
Fresquez,
the
daughter of Marianne McBride and Ron Fresquez,
of Colorado Springs, and
the granddaughter of Renate and Ralph McBride
of Fountain, had some fun
in the sun while splashing
around in a swimming pool
on a recent hot summer
afternoon from atop the

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

All set to start back
to school at Jordahl
Elementary School in
Fountain last week
were (l to r) 1st grader Cameron Hemphil, 6; 3rd grader
O’Darion Hemphill,
8; and 4th grader
Alec Himes, 10;
shown in front of the
school’s new sign.
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