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A Winter Tale
With our recent
ﬂurry of rain, I am
reminded, it could
have been snow!
Yes even I have seen
massive amounts of
snow right here, in
September. Oh, then
there were the October storms, mainly at Halloween!
I ran onto this tale of Midland engines arriving in Colorado City, after a
terriﬁc battle with the snow in 1900. The line was open as far as Divide.
Trains however are not running, for the reason that the Colorado Midland
was blocked by snow in Ute Pass. The canyon was choked with the beautiful,
and their huge rotary was hard at work in an endeavor to clear the line right
where the tunnels are above Manitou.
The Midland Terminal was even blocked south of Divide but an engine
arrived in Colorado City as it pushed that rotary in from Cripple Creek. It
stood in the yards overnight. It was damaged and worn by the conﬂict- but
the line was opened. It went out on the Colorado Midland the next day,
after repairs. A passenger who arrived on a belated train during the night
that there was six feet of snow at Divide, and one small train started into
the canyon toward Florissant with three engines and had to turn back.
Two previous attempts having been made with two double headers. The
passengers who arrived on the Midland at 3 a.m. had some odd experiences.
Food was extremely scarce. On board the train there were a few cases of eggs
and a barrel of dressed chickens and quail. The eggs and the chickens were
cooked in the engine’s cab on a ﬁre shovel.
The Midland Terminal had a bad time of it between Gillett and the tunnel.
The Denver bound train from Cripple Creek was plowing its way through
the snow, making runs at the snow bank north of Gillett, when the whistle
of a train from Divide to Cripple Creek was heard. Both trains met, and
for a while neither could go forward or backward. A few of the passengers
attempted to walk to Gillett. The trains eventually sorted thing out, both
made it to Gillett. Some of the passengers attempted to hire horses to get
to Cripple Creek, but none could be obtained. The train ﬁnally arrived in
Cripple Creek. The Denver train was able to go on to Divide, ﬁnally. The
company decided no attempt was made to send out the later trains. Both
that road and the F&CC had snow plows out bucking the drifts. This all
happened in the spring, not in late summer!
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P a g e s o f th e P a st

( 1 9 58 - P r e s e n t )

T h e F i r s t I s s u e o f t h i s N e w s p a p e r w a s P r i n t e d O c t o b e r 3 , 1 9 58
Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Don Morgan, owner of the Security Western Auto Store and
President of the Security Businessmen’s Association and his lovely daughter, Mrs. Norm Hill, bookkeeper at the store, set their
alarm clock for part of the Security Shopping Centers 12th birthday celebration Saturday. The birthday celebration has become
an annual event and this year features such things as bicycle
rodeo, pancake supper, pet parade, and fire dept. water fights.

Forty Years Ago (1978)
TOUR - Students and staff of LA. Talbott Elementary
School had an interesting tour through the traveling Space Museum on Sept. 14. Ms. Myra Smith was
hostess.

Thirty Years Ago (1988)
Sparky visits Widefield

Sparky the Fire Dog takes time out from
collecting money to help fight Muscular
Dystrophy to hug Security Volunteer Fire
Department Ladies Auxiliary members
Linda Pitts, left, and Kim Hills. The ladies,
with Auxiliary President Betty Bacharach,
were selling recipe books at the Safeway
Store in Widefield. Half of the proceeds
from the sale went to the Muscular Dystrophy Association, and half to the Auxiliary’s
community fund.

Locally Owned & Operated!

Twenty Years Ago

Strength of our
Shield!
The
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(1998)

“Jailbirds” Sandy Polk, owner/operator of
Family Hair Care Centers; Patty St. Louis,
managing editor of this newspaper, and Joe
Bombardier, owner/operator of Bombardier’s Hangar of Security, were among several “convicts” who “went to jail for good”
last week at Country Kitchen to raise money
for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
Both Polk and Bombardier arrived in “traditional prisoner garb”- complete with black
ofand
ourwhite striped clothing, handcuffs, balls
and chains.

Shield!

At Shelter Insurance®,
we’re proud to have one
®

statements in the business.

Ten Years Ago (2008)

So if you like the idea of
working with a company

Local firefighters to raise funds for MDA
Fountain Fire Department personnel recently
joined with the staff at the Fountain Applebee’s Restaurant and the Papa Teddy’s Old
World Pizza & Pasta to raise funds for the
MDA. At both events, firefighters and other
staff helped to greet and serve meals to visitors. This was the first year these events took
place.

footing, you’ve come to
the right place.
Ask me how our shield
can help protect you!

Agent Name
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Agent Phone No.
We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Fountain Fire Captain Nathan Mascarenas serves
visitors at Applebee’s.

