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In the
Summertime

P a g e s o f th e P a st

We have a bit of
time to go before we
can get away from
cold weather, but
I thought I would
share a bit of a story about Summer weather. We can do without the problems
we had last summer , but this tale is to share with you the fact that storms are
nothing new to this area, and big ones have happened here well back to the
time of the Indians. This story dates from the 1890’s. By this time Fountain
had been here a bit over 30 years, but the young Colorado Springs was not
yet 20. This story comes from a front page tale of a recent storm.
A very hard rain hit the region on a late July afternoon. This must have
been one of those downpours that we know well about, as it seems a couple
inches of moisture were estimated in a bit over a half hour. Right downtown
the ﬁre bell could be heard, and this was before a regular ﬁre department
was organized, and the call was for the volunteer ﬁremen to turn out. It
seems that lightning had struck a small cottage a few blocks northeast of
the downtown. The house was unoccupied and three volunteer companies
arrived, the lightning had struck the chimney, sending a rain of bricks onto
the roof. It continued down into the kitchen where it blasted a hole in the
plastered ceiling and wall. The roof’s shingles were burning as well as
timbers inside the wall.
Needless to say, the rain was helping the ﬁre companies, which were mainly
working inside the house. As they fought the blaze, more lightning strikes
hit in the area, including the school house, a few blocks away. The volunteer
departments were soon occupied with a number of small ﬁres. The whole
town seemed to be in a panic. The storm subsided and the crisis was over,
but it took several days to clean up the mess.
Thinking on the subject, the town did have its ﬁrst telephones, and
electricity, but there were no paved streets, nor automobiles. Just getting to
a ﬁre from any of the half dozen volunteer ﬁre stations must have been as
challenging as ﬁghting the ﬁres. Oh, indeed (Colorado Springs had a well
established water system with numerous ﬁre “plugs” so that was not in
question.) Down here in Fountain that was another story.
As I read these old newspapers, yes, they had remarkable hailstorms back
then, too. They seem to hit fairly often, just as this afternoon cloudburst
did. It has never changed, in the 1890’s was as if these storms had never
happened before, and the reporters who wrote these stories imply that this
is something new. Climate Change?
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Fifty Years Ago

(1969)
God & Country award given three

Shown here receiving congratulations from the Rev. Donald H.
Bean, are three Scouts of Explorer Post 73 who received their
God and Country Award in Scouting on Scout Sunday, Feb. 9,
at the Fountain Valley United Presbyterian Church of Security.
They are (l to r) Dan Reedy and Martin McClure, sons of Mr.
and Mrs. Ata Farokhpour, and Ricky Jacobs, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Jacobs, all of Security and Widefield.

Forty Years Ago (1979)

Thirty Years Ago (1989)

Tomatoes in
January

The mail goes on...El Paso County’s Jessie
Patton has been with the Security Branch Post
Office for four years. He said the most difficult
part of his job in cold weather is handling mail
with gloves on. Jessie and his wife, Theodora
live in Widefield.

It’s true. This little
household plant is
producing fruit by
the dozen providing
its owner with fresh
produce hot off the
vine. All it requires
is plenty of light
and water.
Even a know-nothing without a green
thumb can take
care of this hardy
cherry tomato plant.
It was given to this
writer by a thoughtful neighbor, Nancy
Dorner during the
Christmas holidays
and is still blooming and producing
as though it were
spring instead of
deep winter.

And on
Mail Carrier Bill
Bouck has been
with the Fountain Post Office
for 19 years and
is well known
to those on his
route as “going above and
beyond the call
of duty” when
necessary. He
said heaters in
the mail trucks
are efficient and
that the cold
spell has not affected his job.

Twenty Years Ago
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(1999)
Fans show support for our
victorious Denver Broncos

Locally Owned & Operated!

Strength of our
Shield!
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2.
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At Shelter Insurance®,
we’re proud to have one

Ten Years Ago
A “Pooh Party”

statements in the business.

footing, you’ve come to
the right place.
Ask me how our shield
can help protect you!

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
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Strength of our Shield!

(2009)
®

A “Pooh Party” honoring Winnie The Pooh creator A.A.
Agent Name
Milne’s birthday was held recently at the Fountain PubAgent Address
lic Library. Milne was born Jan. 18, 1882 in HampAgent Phone No.
stead, London. The Pooh Party featured games with
Winnie and Tigger as well as arts and crafts, stories
We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
and refreshments, highlights of the event are presented here.
Cayden Musgrove and her dad, Steve Musgrove, do
the Tigger Bounce while, her mother, Deborah Martinez, cheers them on. They reside in Fountain.

So if you like the idea of
working with a company

®

Fountain residents Richard Robinson and Jennifer Shipp, Broncos fans for 21 years, expressed
their support of the Denver Broncos by displaying a giant sign in
their yard, with numbers of some
of the Broncos best players on it.
Richard and Jennifer said they
waited 20 years for a Super Bowl
victory and the newest victory,
was overwhelming.

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

