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The Mill
I
recently
was
asked about this
building when I
was up at Penrose
Library reading the
old
newspapers.
Since we have had a
typically cold winter I thought I would tell this story again.
I have done many articles on the industrial side of Fountain. Many
years ago I learned of the big ﬂour mill that stood about where City Hall
now stands. I recently discovered the story about its ﬁnal destruction. It
suﬀered damage in several ﬁres over the years, but in 1934 it was burned
down completely.
It was a cold February night when a ﬁre started in L. M. Moser’s grain
mill. At ten in the evening a light was seen in an upper window, but the
brightness was soon seen as ﬂames. The mill was mainly of corrugated iron,
but quite a bit of the equipment was wood, and the grain and grain dust
accelerated the ﬁre. The volunteers were gathered at the ﬁre house, not far
from the mill. The water was soon running onto the building, but much of
the damage had already been done. The ﬁre was largely under control by
midnight. In the morning some of the building was still smoldering.
The building was still hot when attempts were made to ﬁnd out how and
when the ﬁre started. The machinery and the framework of the building
was still warm when the ﬁremen went in to be sure the ﬁre was out. The
only part of the building to escape serious damage was the grain bins
which held mostly corn and chicken feed, as well as some ﬂour. The stored
grains were either ruined by the heat or the water from the ﬁre hoses. At
one time the mill was well known in the area for its ﬂour.
The cause of the ﬁre was attributed to spontaneous combustion of the
grain dust, accelerated by the dry timbering. There was insurance on the
building, but so far I have not found follow up articles on the mill and
I assume this was what caused its end. The ﬁrst I found about the mill
dated from 1904 when the downtown area was formally incorporated as
Fountain. A couple old photographs have turned up of the mill. I have
gotten a couple stories of the mill from the Orcutt family, but this ﬁre
story was the ﬁrst I had seen of the Moser family. They do have some
information on this at the museum.
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Fifty Years Ago

(1969)

Fountain Valley Jaycees name winners

At their Saturday night annual banquet, Fountain
Valley Jaycees announced local winners of their
annual awards. Above (l to r) are those selected Jerry Leitschuh, who accepted BOSS OF THE YEAR
award for Gary Gorham, principal at Sproul Junior
High School; Mary Lou Million, 2nd grade teacher
from North Elementary, Jaycee selection for OUTSTANDING YOUNG EDUCATOR and Jim Biggs,
winner of the coveted OUTSTANDING YOUNG
MAN award.

Forty Years Ago (1979)
The Widefield High School 4A COED
Cheerleading champions are shown
(l-r) kneeling: Brittney Lacy, Christina
Reed, Krystal McAnnich, Sterling Lewis,
Danielle Betz, Ashley Corrion. Serena
Antonio; middle row: Carmen Sargent,
Annie Flannery, Vanessa Pens, Jessica
Blount, Holly Reynolds, Shannon Ko,
Natscha Range, Amanda Roth; standing: Todd Ruby, Ron Moon, Ryan Hardy,
Troy Ruby, Andrew Corrion, Francisco
Figueroa.
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1.

Locally Owned & Operated!

Strength of our
Shield!

Amie Shuff, left, and Patti Dockstader
register to vote with assistance from Jamie Apuzzo and Vickie Owens. North
Elementary students, under the guidance
of teachers Bernice Gosnell, Doris Hedgcock, Sandra Uhlik, Kay Pope and Joyce
Cope, constructed and painted voting
booths, prepared ballots, made signs,
educated their fellow voters, debated,
studied the electoral college process, registered and voted this winter while the national election process was in full swing.

Twenty Years Ago

The

(1999)

2.
The

Shortly before it went into service
bringing nature-oriented programs to
schools in El Paso County, (EPC) the
county Parks Department Discovery
Van was inspected by EPC Commissioner Leo Ververs, Board of Park
Commissioners Chairperson Mary
Vieth, and Junior League of Colorado
Springs Nature Trail Committee Chairperson Jane Gorab, while a group of
young people gathered around Solar
Trails Center Naturalist Gwen Pratt.

Strength of our Shield!

At Shelter Insurance®,
we’re proud to have one

®

statements in the business.

Ten Years Ago (2009)

So if you like the idea of
working with a company

Fountain Valley Chamber of Commerce President Scott Turner presented the 2008 Volunteer of the Year award to Lorene Moore (center) as Vice President Linda Puckett looked on.

footing, you’ve come to
the right place.

Agent Name

Agent Address
Agent Phone No.
We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Ask me how our shield
can help protect you!

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Receiving the Non-Profit Business of the Year award
was God’s Pantry Ministries, owner Carey Adams.
She is shown above (second from right) with Chamber President Scott Turner, Secretary/Treasurer Darlene Cruz and Vice President Linda Puckett.

