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Potatoes
I recently found a
farming story that
was not really new
to me. I knew that
potatoes were a big
crop up in the upper
Ute Pass area in the 1920s and 1930s. This story goes back to that area in the
1890s when Cripple Creek was getting started. A Colorado Springs paper
got really upset that Divide seemed to be getting all the credit when this area
was also producing a major crop of spuds!
One of the largest farms producing potatoes was Garden Ranch, north of
Austin’s Bluﬀs. This farm had 66 acres in spuds on the north side of the bluﬀs
in good soil. The crop did well without irrigation. The farm raised a variety
called “Ohio” with an output of 150 tons in October, 1898. Their average size
was about four pounds to the potato. Some of the spuds were shipped, but
most were being put into storage for sale later in the winter. It was pointed
out that a few other farms were producing similar crops throughout the area
as far away as Monument and Fountain.
The story has another interesting aspect, “People of this city who have grown
tired of scenery and who wish to see something of the more material things
of life.” It sounds a bit of a change from the usual, and asks the readers to
take an interest in our farming and ranching potential. The reader is directed
to our farms to see the ﬁne Holstein and Jersey cows that also populate the
area! There were many ﬁne herds in the area producing hundreds of gallons
of fresh milk every day. Milk was another important crop in the Fountain
area up into the 1970s. Most of the active agriculture was east and southeast
of Colorado Springs, with a well known area to the north. Today these areas
are ﬁlled with houses.
In addition to the potato crop in the upper Ute Pass, we have a long history
of other crops. A hundred years ago there were huge crops of lettuce being
shipped to as far as Chicago. A trip down the railroad in the fall, a passenger
here would see model farms and ranches, on a variety of scales. Large and
small ﬁelds lined the valleys all the way to Pueblo. They might see corn
being cut, or hay being loaded in stacks, in preparation for winter use.
It is interesting to note how diﬀerent the area has become, yet like a few
buildings in the area, there are still signs of our past. I have told the story of
the grain mill in downtown Fountain and that we “almost” had a sugar mill
here when sugar beets were a big crop!
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Fifty Years Ago (1969)
Fountain Cancer Crusade for 1969 kicked off

Fountain’s Cancer Crusade for 1969 was kicked off April 8
when a group of ladies, serving under Mrs. Elaine Wiese,
district chairwoman, met at her home at 37 Circle C Rd.,
Little Ranches of the Fountain.
Pictured (l to r) Mmes. Doris Bath and Elva Orcutt; Mrs. Wiese, and Charla Biggs. The huge cake which ladies enjoyed
was decorated in honor of the Cancer Drive.

Forty Years Ago (1979)
Advertiser and News carrier John Farmer is only in
the seventh grade at Sproul JH, but he is saving for his
college education with his earnings from delivering the
newspaper.
John is interested in science and math and says his college career will go in either of those directions.

Thirty Years Ago
(1989)
Calligraphy completed

The exotic Gus Larson, local calligrapher and man-about-town,
completes another masterpiece
on the side of the newspaper
office at 120 E. Ohio Street in
Fountain. The office welcomes
all visitors and has, as the sign
says, since 1958.
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1.
Locally Owned & Operated!

Twenty Years Ago

SHRINK Your Auto Premium
Let us help you get the right
coverage at the best rate possible
and help you shrink your auto premium.

(1999)

Parish Players present “The Great ice Cream Scheme!” or “Robin Baskins to
the Rescue!”
Parish Players shown at a recent rehearsal are (1-r) Anthony Adamski, John Wainionpaa, Delores
McCaghren, Bud Wintcher, Sandy Franklin, Randi Schaule, Pam Martinez, Ken Franklin, Heidi
Adamski and Cay Kline, Not pictured were Felix Bettancourt, cast member; Linda Wainionpaa,
director; Jackie Conklin, assistant director; Sandy Wintcher, lights; Marvin Adams, back stage
lights; and Anita Davis, prompter.

2.

how our shield can
help protect you!

SHRINK

Your Auto Premium
®

Ten Years Ago

(2009)
We’re your Shield.
Somebunny Loves
Meyour Shelter.
We’re

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com
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Volunteers from Fountain Valley C.A.R.E.S and other local
organizations and churches
got together last Thursday
at the First United Methodist
Church of Fountain to make
Easter Baskets which were
distributed to families in need
in the Fountain Valley. Volunteers assembling the baskets
included Harney and Rita Bucholtz; Pearl Brown, Pam Norden, Daisy and Les Saylor, Patricia Frank, Jesse Babauta, Susan Bloss, Ruth Archer, Judy Lippman, Sam and Ann Allen and
Belva Weiner and five-year-old John Cornmesser.
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