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Coal
“Ghost”
Towns
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After last week’s
story I had a few
questions about Franceville and the railroad. Franceville was named for Matt
France, an early Colorado Springs man. Not far away was McFerran, named
for Judge J.H.B. McFerran, who at ﬁrst farmed that area before learning of the
coal. It was the building of the railroads that really got this area going.
The coal all around this area was in a huge crescent starting near Garden of
the Gods, almost all the way to Fountain. When the Denver and New Orleans
railroad was building south from Denver through Black Forest to Falcon in
1879, they built a branch line to the Franceville mines, and later to McFerran.
The little town of Franceville is long gone, but in 1890 it boasted 300 residents,
mostly miners! The area produced about 500 tons of coal every day, about
half of that used in the local markets. The smaller McFerran operation was
purchased from the Judge, by eastern interests. Most of this coal was used by
the railroads, or shipped east. The little community rivaled that of Franceville.
It had houses, hotels, a company store and even a school.
Franceville was an interesting community. The last time I was able to visit,
I had a guide who had lived there as a child. He knew the location of the old
stores and we found the remains of the old school house. They had around 30
or 40 houses for the miners, generally a “company town” and typical of many
of the coal camps. That community consisted of about 25 houses, a general
store, a boarding house for single miners, even a hotel for visitors.
The remains of McFerran were removed many years ago, but the rubble
from the old mines at McFerran were visible not far oﬀ Colorado 94 as late
as 2000. The Rock Island Railroad was being built from Falcon into Colorado
Springs in the mid-1890s when they learned about the coal mines. They built
a line from a place called Elsmere into McFerran. After WWI this line was
removed. In the early 1940s it was rebuilt with a new destination, Peterson
AFB. These tracks were used during WWII to access the base. The base, used
for training during the war saw hundreds of train loads of men coming in on
the Rock Island. The base became active again during the Korean War. The
area between US 24, Colorado 94 and Marksheﬀel Road was a big railroad
center called Manitou Junction up to a hundred years ago!
Coal was mined near Franceville as late as the 1970s. McFerran pretty well
was done by the 1930s. Oh, and Elsmere is now that area near Powers and
Palmer Park.

Fifty Years Ago (1969)
Happenings at the Easter Celebration in
Security Shopping Center

Happy youngsters’ scrambling about looking for
eggs and waiting to get their eggs from the Bunnies in hopes of winning one of the free prizes given
away by Security Shopping Center merchants. This
celebration was sponsored by Security Businessmen’s
Association as one of its annual events.

Forty Years Ago (1979)
Advertiser and News carriers Kathy and Ray Fette are
purchasing cars with the savings they’ve banked after five
years of delivering the Security Advertiser and Fountain
Valley News.

Thirty Years Ago (1989)
Dignitaries attend Grand Opening

Attending Monday’s Grand Opening of Walmart in Fountain are l-r, Walmart Manager Joe Berry,
Fountain Finance Director Glenn Gustafson, City Manager Frank Bustamento, Margaret Phillips,
(wife of councilman Bobby Phillips) Mayor George Rice and County Commissioner Jeri Howells.
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1.
Locally Owned & Operated!

Twenty Years Ago

Your House, Your Shelter

(1999)

Fountain Valley residents reviewed maps of
South Powers Boulevard extension project
during the South Powers Boulevard Open
House at Mesa Ridge High School last
Thursday. Ron Ostop, environmental manager of the project, is shown answering a
resident’s question.

2.

Your House, Your Shelter

Ten Years Ago

(2009)

Spring Welcomed at Super
Celebration

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.

®

Peakview Windows and Siding and Lion’s
Let usGallery
help youand
design
an
Pride Picture Framing,
Gifts
insurance plan
that’s The
right for you.
held a combined celebration
recently.
two businesses areWe’re
located
to each
yournext
Shield.
other in the FountainWe’re
Valley
Shopping
your Shelter. Center. Peakview was holding a Super Spring
Celebration and Lion’s Pride was holding
an Anniversary Celebration.

Agent Name

Agent Address
Agent Phone No.

ShelterInsurance.com
1-800-SHELTER

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Security firefighter Don Chittenden, left, and Security firefighter/EMT James Krupp hang out with Snow
Queen and Nicona, who were representing the
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo at the event. Snow Queen
joked “I’m cuter than a Dalmatian anytime.”

