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One
Indian’s
Wife

P a g e s o f th e P a st

Chief Ouray was
almost the most well
known chiefs of the
Uncompahgre Utes
at the start of the 20th century. When Ouray was striving to settle some of
the Ute tribe’s diﬃculties, Chipeta, his wife was right there. The Utes, made
up of various bands, were scattered across Colorado and Utah on diﬀerent
reservations. The Meeker incident in the early settlement of Colorado
brought the troubles of one band of the Utes into the news. The government
had sent General Adams, a Civil War veteran, to Colorado as an Indian
agent. The general and Chief Ouray calmed the crisis. Overall, the Utes
were one of the friendliest tribes in the west, and it was Ouray and Chipeta
who helped things to stay that way. It was General Adams, who had a home
between Colorado City and Manitou, who helped resolve this problem at
Meeker. The area around his home became known as Adams Crossing, near
Manitou.
Both General Adams and Ouray did not get to see the 20th century, but both
of their wives did. Chipeta and Mrs. Adams would see each other, usually
in Colorado Springs. After Ouray’s death, Chipeta spent much of her time
helping orphan children, Indian, Mexican and white. She had done so many
acts of kindness around Grand Junction the town treated her as royalty.
In 1913 the Pikes Peak Region started a Ute gathering and Chipeta was one
of the usual guests. It was during one of these visits that the two wives met
for the last time. When Chipeta died she wished to be buried next to Ouray.
Ute Chiefs are not buried in marked graves, but usually at some special place,
away from public view. It was thought however, to make an exception in this
case. Near her home at Bitter Creek, near Watson in southwest Colorado
is the marker for Chipeta and Ouray. The town of Ouray in southwest
Colorado is named after the chief. The town of Chipita Park, in Ute Pass is
named for Chipeta, and yes, they are spelled diﬀerently.
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Fifty Years Ago (1969)
Girl Scouts donate piglets

Boarding for La Junta - Junior Girl Scout
Troop 361 from Security has donated four
piglets to the Colorado Boys’ Ranch in La
Junta. The troop purchased the piglets with
funds from the Girl Scout Cookie Sale.

Forty Years Ago (1979)
They Took Care of Things

This Olde Tyme Dance Committee, composed of members of the Fountain Valley Fine Arts Ass’n
and members of the class, made sure that things went right during the 18-week course in dancing
taught by Dean and Peg Edwards.

Thirty Years Ago (1989)

Ten Years Ago

(2009)

Have your cake and eat it too

L-r, Suzanne Bennefleld and Jan Miles enjoy cake at
the recent opening of Spartan Snacks at Sproul Junior
High with John Simonic, son of Kenneth and Deanna
Simonic, and Rachel Roszmann, daughter of Tom and
Sandra Roszmann.
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Locally Owned & Operated!

Your House, Your Shelter
2.

Twenty Years Ago

(1999)

Fans Thrilled By The Magic/Illusions
Your House,
Of Garry Carson And Kelsey

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Your Shelter

Fans and friends of Garry Carson and Kelsey are shown
with the amazing duo, as they were signing autographs
after their show Saturday night. The magical pair-direct
from Las Vegas-presented two shows at the Widefield
High School auditorium to benefit the Fountain Valley
Optimist Club. Garry grew up in Fountain and is a past
member of the Fountain Valley Optimist Club.
Let us help you design an
insurance plan that’s right for you.

We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.

®

Aiden joins the Fountain
Name
PoliceAgent
Department
Agent Address

Aiden,
16-week-old
German
Agenta Phone
No.
Shepherd puppy, doesn’t know how
lucky
he is.
ShelterInsurance.com
1-800-SHELTER
A local
kennel gave the well-bred
puppy to Healthy Pets Animal Hospital. He had a heart valve problem and the approximately $3,000
surgery was more than the original
owners could afford.
The local community chipped in to
raise the needed funds and Aiden
had his surgery.
Now 100% healthy with no residual
issues, Aiden has been donated to
the Fountain Police Department, to
be trained as a police service dog.
When Aiden is grown he will be
able to serve the community which
so generously saved his life.

