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The
Highway

P a g e s o f th e P a st

I mentioned last
week about the
change in the
highway from
Colorado Springs
to Pueblo. Today I
want to go deeper into the story. It was January, 1928 while the highway
department was looking to build a safer highway. It was not called US
85-87 yet.
The highway was dangerous. It was still just a gravel road. It crossed
over the two sets of railroad tracks that connect Denver and Pueblo
nearly 50 times. Only one of these very dangerous crossings was here. It
was just north of Fountain.
Fountain was not very happy about the ideas about where they wanted
to build the highway. What really upset Fountain was the new highway
would not come through town, but down a new street. The city wanted
the highway department to build an underpass at the two crossings
north of town. They were unable to get any change in the plan, and ﬁve
miles of the new paving starting from Pueblo in March. A paving plant
was now in operation at Pinion. This crew, like the crews working north
from Pueblo worked in ﬁve mile jumps.
At Monument there were big changes north of town. To eliminate the
dangerous grade crossings, both the Rio Grande and Santa Fe would
have new underpass bridges built. The new highway would come south
from Palmer Lake, under the bridges, then swing south, following
the Santa Fe all the way south to Pring (where Baptist Road crosses.)
Colorado Springs had serious problems with the Santa Fe starting in the
years after World War II, because the town was growing rapidly north
and east, right along the railroad. It ran across streets and alleys. There
was soon talk of trying to get the railroad to move! There were still grade
crossings in Fountain over the Santa Fe, but it was not as dangerous as
the one north of town.
Over the years people built around airports, and then, because of the
noise, wanted the airports to move! You can see here that it happened
with the railroads too, but they rarely moved.
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Fifty Years Ago (1969)
First copy of first edition of Valley history autographed for first buyer

H. Kay Larson autographs the first copy, first edition of her
first book, “Valley of the Fountain” for Larry Addy, its first
buyer. Mr. Addy is credited with having suggested the title
for this book.
Miss Larson is editor and co-publisher of the Security Advertiser and Fountain Valley News a position she has occupied since November, 1958, when the Advertiser was
first born.

Forty Years Ago (1979)
Security Fireman Wray Pedro stands
before the department’s 15 trophies,
won during the Pikes Peak and Southeastern Fire Fighters’ Assn’s “Field Day”
competitive events.

Thirty Years Ago
(1989)
Katty and Renegade
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Your House, Your Shelter

Katty Wiese, riding a QuarterhorseArabian cross, goes up one of the
many hills in the National Trail Riding Club’s competition at the Air
Force Academy Saturday morning.
Katty and Renegade were pulled
from the competition by the veterinarian judge because Renegade
developed a slight lameness. Renegade is owned by Larry and Judi
Tobias of Colorado Springs.

Twenty Years
Ago (1999)
Fountain-Fort Carson High
School Class of 1999 graduation exercises were held
Saturday, May 29, at Guy
R. Barickman Stadium.
This was the 96th graduation exercise for the high
2.
school. This year’s graduating class had seven
valedictorians. They were
Charity Chapin, Janell
Coulson, Nathan Headley,
Tina Lozeau, Beth Mack,
Katherine Pylypczuk, and
Jonathan Watts.
The salutatorian was
Thearis Osuji.
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provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
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right for you. Call us today.
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Let us help
you design an
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We’re your
Shield.
Fountain-Fort Carson
Graduates
We’re your Shelter.
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Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)
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Fountain-Fort Carson High School graduates enter the stadium.

