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P a g e s o f th e P a st

On Pikes
Peak
Summit
As we are almost
Mid Summer and
still are getting snow
on Pikes Peak I thought this April, 1927 story of opening the railroad up
Pikes Peak would be interesting. I started working on the railway just before
they started running year around. At that time it was usual to try to start
going to the summit in May. If the weather was good, they always wanted to
start earlier. In very dry years they might get up in March or April, but if you
have been in the area long, you know we can get big snow storms about then
too. So this was probably one of those years.
Two men, James Amess and Axel Simonson, were snowbound on the
summit of Pikes Peak. A storm had blown in. With few provisions, and little
coal, they had to wait a long and chilly time for the cog railroad to plow out
the road again. Fred Morath, president of the AdAmAn club, said that if
thought necessary, the club could organize an expedition and make the climb
to take them food. For a while it was possible to communicate with them by
telephone but the wires were broken by the weight of heavy snow and then
there was no other way to communicate with them.
Amess was manager of the summit house for Stewart Brothers, which
operated it for the railway, and Simonson was an employee. They went up
on the ﬁrst cog train after the road had been opened by plowing through the
drifts that had accumulated there over the winter. The two were left there
to get ready for business. Then came the snowstorm that blocked the road.
There was reported to be two feet of snow on the peak, and and winds blew
it into big drifts.
No attempt was made to reopen the line and rescue the men until the
weather settled down. If more snow would come the situation would be
made much worse. The AdAmAn club did not make a trip to rescue the
men, but ﬁnally the cog road was able to get a train up to the summit. The
men were cold, but not starving. A few emergency accommodations were
always left in the building, and they were nearly ﬁnished with those. A few
pieces of furniture were sacriﬁced for heat, but they were very happy to hear
that train arrive.
There were two summit houses back then. The other serving the highway. It
was still closed. The oﬃcial opening of the railroad and the highway waited
another month that year. The construction of the Modern summit house has
made a mess at the summit. The biggest hole you ever saw up there is slowly
becoming the basement of the new building. There is very little space to
park, so many take a shuttle from Devils Playground. In a couple years even
the railroad will be open, and a visit to the top will be a treat again!
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Fifty Years Ago (1969)
Stratmoor Hills family wins

CW3 and Mrs. Clyde E. Scott, above, accept the
winning registration card for a $494 Mark 2 automatic water conditioner, from George Gow,
Culligan Water Conditioning dealer of Colorado
Springs (far right). This lucky family which resides
at 316 Cranbrook Circle, Stratmoor Hills, Colo.,
had their name drawn at the 1969 Parade of
Homes, sponsored by the Home Builders Association of Colorado Springs.

Forty Years Ago (1979)
One of those clowning around in a red, white
and blue Uncle Sam suit, with torsos painted as a
face, complete with artificial eyes, ears, nose and
mouth, was Dick Chapman. To his left is believe
it-or-not Charlie Brown, magician-comedian who
did tricks for the crowd. Both are Security firemen. Firemen cooked and served a huge crowd
with pancakes, eggs, sausages and hot coffee at
their Security Blvd. fire station.

Thirty Years Ago

(1989)
Security Sprint finish line

The 5K or 3.1 mile run held
the 4th of July to raise money
for renovation of the Security
Public Library saw 32 runners
finish. Shown here is 70-yearold Leo Goessens, U.S. Army
Major Ret., crossing the finish
line. Major Goessens was the
oldest runner to take part in
the Sprint.

Twenty Years Ago

1.
Locally Owned & Operated!

(1999)

Fountain woman trains to run in Chicago
Marathon to raise funds for Arthritis Foundation

LeNore Ralston is in training for the Chicago Marathon in October
so she can participate in the Joints in Motion program. She is a
member of the 1999 Joints in Motion team for the Arthritis Foundation, Rocky Mountain Chapter.
When she was just two-years-old she was diagnosed with Juvenile
Rheumatoid Arthritis (JRA).

Your House, Your Shelter
2.

Your House, Your Shelter

Ten Years Ago
(2009)

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Let us help you design an
Naturalist Docent Jim Mariner of
insurance plan that’s right for you.
the Fountain Creek Nature Center
We’re
yourenthuShield.
shares his knowledge
of and
We’re
your
Shelter.
siasm for the great outdoors with
visitors.
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