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A Coffee
Cup

P a g e s o f th e P a st

I
was
recently
talking to a waitress
at one of my favorite
dining spots about
coﬀee cups. The cups
used in restaurants
and on trains are diﬀerent from your average tea cup. The china services
used for those have to be heavier to be able to survive hard use. One place
I like to eat gets their cups from thrift shops and they usually last only a
couple of months.
I was walking along the railroad tracks recently and saw some broken
china, which was on that spot for probably some 75 years! During the early
years the railroad merely threw their trash oﬀ the train as they rolled along,
including broken china. I have found most of the china on along the track
well away from stations. Some of it is pretty broken up, but some is still easy
to ﬁgure out what it was. Each railroad had several styles of decoration,
some unique to a train, like the Super Chief. Even Amtrak has its own
designs. The small railroads, if they had diners had unique designs, even
the Pullman company. You can still ﬁnd pieces, like I do, in many places.
I eventually learned about the diﬀerent weights of china. Fine china was
not used on trains, and todays restaurants, because of the fragility. I have
seen some pretty interesting cups as they now are used as message cups.
Here and there along the railroad tracks I have found parts of cups, with the
handles broken oﬀ, but some obviously had none!
Cups however, have a diﬀerent reason for being heavier. The coﬀee, or tea,
stays hot longer in a thicker cup. Most restaurants use heavy china, and the
pattern is often uniform. I enjoy some diners because they have a variety of
old coﬀee mugs with various artwork and designs on them. On the railroads
the crews, if they had a real cup, often had no handles. I have even seen old
steam engines with a place on the hot boiler to keep mugs, as well as small
pots! I found several broken mugs before I ﬁgured out the lack of handles.
I have even seen pictures from World War II ship dining halls with cups
without handles! In the Air Force we had handles.
Thrift shops have a large selection of old cups and mugs. I stop by to see
what they might have, even as I travel. Sometimes I ﬁnd them in Antique
shops, but they generally are more expensive. Which reminds me, I need
another pot of coﬀee, now!
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Fifty Years Ago (1969)
Fountain begins Mosquito War

Bill Hambric, Town Clerk of Fountain,
inspects mosquito-spraying equipment
on board the Fire Department’s Weasel.
Operated by volunteer help this vehicle
was used to spray chemicals in swampy
areas in and around Fountain.

Forty Years Ago

(1979)

Businessman Chats With Presidents

From left C.D. Kelley, owner of B & D Appliances, poses with Security Lions Presidents present, Phayne (Pappy) Groff and past, Don
Hammer and Ken Taylor. This was at the Lions most recent meeting. Security Lions are the
only club in the District to win best club award
for four years.

Thirty Years Ago (1989)
1,000 cans
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Don Trujillo, 214 E. Missouri, Fountain, places 1,000 aluminum soft drink cans along the curb before crushing them with
a friend’s big-tired pickup truck. Don collected the cans in
about two weeks and will take the crushed cans to the recycler
who pays the highest prices. Don says his method, “Sure beats
doing them one at a time.”

Locally Owned & Operated!

Twenty Years Ago

(1999)

Fair-goers greeted with a big welcome

Your House, Your Shelter

Roscoe Devendor, the tallest man at the 94th El Paso
County Fair in Calhan, welcomed visitors to the fair, including Fountain residents Phil and June Harrison and
Margaret Miller, El Paso County Colorado State University Extension Director. The Harrisons were part of
a group participating in El Paso County’s Summer 1999
County In Action Tour.

2.

Your House, Your Shelter

Ten Years Ago
Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we’ll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s
right for you. Call us today.
Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

®

(2009)

Let us help you design an
insurance
plan that’s
for you.
Fountain
Valley
5k right
Run/

1st Annual
Walk. for the Fallen
pays
tribute to
We’re your
Shield.
soldiers who have
the ultimate
We’repaid
your Shelter.
price for our freedom

As a means to remember and pay tribute to
her son and other soldiers who have fallen
in the line of duty, Susan Arnold, family and
friends have organized the Fountain Valley
5K Run/Walk for the Fallen, which will take
place Labor Day weekend. Susan is shown
above, surrounded by memories of her son,
Ronald J. Tucker, who was killed in Iraq on
April 30, 2008.
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