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Coal Country
I have done columns
about
the
area
around
Colorado
Springs that was at
one time the center
of
coal
mining
activity. Franceville
was named for Mall
France, an early Colorado Springs man. Not far away was McFerran, named
for Judge J.H.B. McFerran, who at ﬁrst farmed that area before learning of
the coal. It was the building of the railroads that really got this area going.
The coal all around this area was in a huge crescent starting near Garden
of the Gods, almost all the way to Fountain. When the Denver and New
Orleans railroad was building south from Denver through Black Forest to
Falcon in 1879, they built a branch line to the Franceville mines, and later to
McFerran. The little town of Franceville is long gone, but in 1890 it boasted
300 residents, mostly miners! The area produced about 500 tons of coal
every day, about half of that used in the local markets. The smaller McFerran
operation was purchased from the Judge, by eastern interests. Most of this
coal was used by the railroads, or shipped east. The little towns almost all the
way to Omaha could buy the coal mined in McFerran. The little community
rivaled that of Franceville. It had houses, hotels a company store and even
a school.
Franceville was an interesting community. The last time I was able to visit,
I had a guide who had lived there as a child. He knew the location of the
old stores and we found the remains of the old school house. They had
around thirty or forty houses for the miners, generally a “company town”
and typical of many of the coal camps. That community consisted of about
twenty ﬁve houses, a general store, a boarding house for single miners, even
a hotel for visitors, as well as a school.
The remains of McFerran were removed many years ago, but the rubble
from the old mines at McFerran were visible not far oﬀ Colorado 94 as late
as 2000. The Rock Island railroad was being built from Falcon into Colorado
Springs in the mid 1890’s when they learned about the coal mines. They built
a line from a place called Elsmere into McFerran. After WWI this line was
removed. In the early 1940’s it was rebuilt with a new destination, Peterson
AFB. These tracks were used during WW II to access the base. The base, used
for training during the war saw hundreds of train loads of men coming in on
the Rock Island. The base became active again during the Korean War. The
area between US 24, Colorado 94 and Marksheﬀel Road was a big railroad
center called Manitou Junction up to a hundred years ago!
Coal was mined near Franceville as late as the 1970’s. McFerran pretty well
was done by the 1930’s. Oh, Elsmere is now called Cimmaron Hills!
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Fifty Years Ago

(1968)

Fountain Valley Sertomans Pose Behind
Prizes

(l to r) Bob Crigger, John Blanton, president, and
Norman Hill look over prizes won July 4 at a drawing held by their club to raise funds for a WidefieldSecurity park project. Crigger and Hill are also officers of FV Sertomans. Winners were Doug Johnson,
motorcycle; Bill Anderson, 12” portable television set
and Ralph Newberg, transistor radio.

Forty Years Ago (1978)
This Replica of a 1915 Model T, on display
at Security Volunteer Fire Department’s
July 4 Street Breakfast, was built by Bob
Benner and Dave Groff. Mrs. Sam Groff,
Dave’s wife, helped polish it for the display; she did not help build it.)

Thirty Years Ago
(1988)

Hanging them up to dry

L-r, Jason Knight, Lara Taylor, Amie
Bullman, and Diana March hang
each yo-yo up to dry after gluing
them together. These seven-year-old
Widefield School District 3 students
taking part in Security Public Library’s
Summer Reading program are learning how to make and use yo-yo’s.

Twenty Years
Ago (1998)
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New traffic signal installed at Highways
85/87 & Hwy. 16

Motorists found one more
stop along Highway 85/87
last Thursday after a newly installed traffic signal
went into operation at the
exit ramp from Highway
2.
16 onto Highway 85/87.
Workers finish their last minute details last Wednesday before the signal lights were uncovered.

Thompson Insurance Agency, Inc
3520 Galley Rd. Suite 100
Colo. Spgs.
(Just North of the Citadel)

574-0507
AUTO • HOME • LIFE

SHRINK

Ten Years
Ago (2008)
FVBA 9-year-old All
Stars win Mid-West
Plains Regional in Iowa

®
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IA.
In their first game the All-Stars
beat Tri County SW Iowa 17-7.
In the second game, they beat
Canada 16-4.
In the third game, they played
Canada again and won 16-1.
In the next game, they played Tri County SW Iowa and won 15-14.
Monday night, they played the championship game against the host team and won 13-0. Ricky
Marshall pitched the entire six innings for Fountain, not giving up a run.
The squad is the first Babe Ruth team in the State of Colorado to win a Regional Tournament in any
age group.
“Congratulations to the coaches, players and the support given by the families, community and
league in their journey to make history for Fountain Valley Baseball Association,” a spokesperson said.
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