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An
Organized
Sport?

Pages of the Past (1958 - Present)

I
was
recently
reminded of this story
and thought I would
repeat it for you.
One of the most exhilarating sports known in the west a hundred years ago
was hunting Jack Rabbits! Such was the tale told in an 1887 newspaper story I
recently read.
This item told this tale of Easterners who had come to our area for a game hunt.
By that time the buﬀalo was virtually hunted out, and I suppose this was seen as
a likely sport. Imagine a set of racing greyhounds held on a leash, followed by
a dozen or so hunters on horseback, starting out on a freezing winter morning
when there is at least an inch of snow on the ground, to make tracking just a
bit easier! The Jack Rabbit is unknown in the east, but this larger relative of the
English Hare was seen as a pest to local residents. Many early settlers, as well as
Indians, hunted them for food.
More than twice the size of the common “Cottontail” it is a long-legged runner.
The hunters watch the snow for fresh tracks, or signs from the dogs. When the
rabbit is spotted the dogs are let loose. The whole crowd follows after, whooping
and yelling, urging their horses to top speed. The dogs let the rabbits run until
it tires. The creature is an expert at dodging and sharp turns. Out on the prairies
of the west, like here in Colorado, we have arroyos, rocks and rolling hills, the
rabbits often has the advantage. Here are the words of one of these hunters,
“We were riding along the dry bed of an arroyo, and were just coming around
a mass of rocks. There, not 20 feet ahead was a big Jack, sitting up in front of a
niche in the rocks. He saw us and was oﬀ like a white streak over the rocks.”
Oﬀ go the hunters!
“The country was hilly, and one minute we were galloping over a bluﬀ and
down a steep hill. Ahead another hill would hide the rabbit from view from
the dogs for an instant. Up the hill we would rush and get a good view of the
chase. The rabbit was a large one, tough and strong. He led the dogs on a merry
chase.” this time the rabbit escaped, but they usually did not.
I have learned in England they have outlawed the traditional Fox hunts you
may have seen in movies. Now that they do not have them, there is another pest
that bothers them, American Squirrels! It seems they were brought over as pets
and now are taking over.

The First Issue of this Newspaper was Printed October 3, 1958
Fifty Years Ago (1969)
Widefield
Carnival set for Apr. 25

“Cheap Thrills” is the theme of the annual
Widefield High School carnival. Highlight
of the evening will be presentation of the
King and Queen.
Queen candidates are (front row, l to r) Jan
Rhodes, Mary Tratz, Denise Metzger and
Carla McAlexander and for King (back row, l to r) Jim Kueck, Terry Vermillion, Dean Nakayama
and Chuck Eberhardt.

Forty Years Ago (1979)
Widefield’s pool is one of the most-popular
year-round activities sponsored through the
School District 3 community education and recreation department. Manager Cy Lee, standing,
and Lifeguard Dave Koslowsky relax before
the open swim Saturday and special weekend
swims.

Thirty Years Ago
(1989)

Fountain baseball fans

Attending the dedication of Fountain-Fort Carson School District
8’s new baseball diamond Sat.,
Apr. 22 are, l-r, bottom, County
Commissioner Jeri Howells, Fountain City Clerk Ann Daugherty,
and Fountain City Councilmen
Paul Muuss and Don Powell; top
Fountain-Fort Carson Booster Club
President Gloria Martinez and
Fountain City Councilmembers Judy Christian and Richard Decker. The Trojans lost the first game
to St. Mary’s Pirates 7-3 but went on to defeat the Pirates in the second game, 11-6.
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Locally Owned & Operated!

SHRINK Your Auto Premium

Twenty Years
Ago (1999)
A sign of the times?

This sign was recently placed,
in the yard of a Widefield residence, sending a2.message to
parents and children, following the brutal slaying at Columbine High School in Littleton last week.

Let us help you get the right
coverage at the best rate possible
and help you shrink your auto premium.
how our shield can
help protect you!
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Ten Years Ago

(2009)
your Shield.
FFCHS’s
PhilWe’re
Loadholt
We’re
your Shelter.
Drafted in second round
Fountain-Fort
Carson
High
School’s Phil Loadholt was selected by the Minnesota Vikings in
the second round of the National
Football League draft Saturday.
Loadholt is introduced before a
Trojan home game.
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